Welcome to Year 4
St James’ Church of England
Primary Academy

Introductions

Mr Smith
Rome

Miss Docherty Mrs Kirkpatrick Mrs Rayner
Madrid
TA
TA

Mrs Thomas Miss MacDonald
TA

TA

Also…

Mr Payne

Mr Brown

Mrs Allen

Principal

Vice Principal

SENDCo

These three people are also the designated safeguarding team – if you have any concerns
about child welfare you should speak with them in the first instance.

Expectations
Uniform – Uniform policy to be followed, please, information
on the school website.
Summer and Winter uniform – policy change!
No fancy hair ornaments are permitted.
Hair slides or bands should be brown,
black or school colours

Black, sturdy, practical school shoes
(boots, trainers or high–heeled
shoes are not permitted)

Behaviour – Golden Rules of Love, Hope and Forgiveness

Timetable information
KS2 Year 4 Timetable 2017-18

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Morning activity
Whole school
worship

Whole school Hymn
practice

Year group worship

Whole school
worship

Guided Reading

Maths

Maths

Maths

Maths

Maths

English Grammar

English

English

English

English

Lunch
PE Hall / ICT

R.E / PSHE
PE Games
Kings Park/Playground

Project
PE Hall /ICT
Include: ICT (class based) and Library

Project

Phase awards 2:002:15
Golden Time 2:153:00

Lunch boxes, snacks etc.
We have a no nuts policy. Please respect this for the safety
of all children.
Healthy and balanced diet.
Drinks – no fizzy. Bottles named.
Water bottles for the classroom but, again, must be named.
Snack – hand held healthy food e.g. fruit or cereal bar.

Attendance / Punctuality
School doors open at 8.30am and close at 8.40am.
Classrooms are set up and ready for learning at 8.30am which is when
we start learning.
Please aim to be here at 8.30am
Arriving at 8.40am should be if you are held up in traffic etc.
We often begin our day with key skills warm ups that address previous
misconceptions – missing this is going to harm your child’s progress…

Attendance / Punctuality
Children with over 90% attendance :
more likely to gain 5 or more A-C GCSEs or any qualifications.
Children with less than 85% attendance :
unlikely to gain 5 A-C GCSEs or any qualifications
Being frequently late for school also adds up to lost learning:
Arriving 5 minutes late every day adds up to over 3 days lost each year
Arriving 15 mins late every day is the same as being off for 2 weeks
Arriving 30 mins late is the same as being absent for 19 days
19 days lost a year through being late =

90% attendance.

End of Day Collection –
please leave room!
Church
School Hall
Playground

Trips/ Events planned
Across every school year group, we try to provide as many experiences as possible
to supplement and support the children’s curriculum to bring learning alive and
inspire new ways of thinking. Inevitably, some of these experiences carry a cost…
As a guide, we aim for about three extra curricular opportunities a year:
One should be local and free to experience
One may involve a visitor or trip and should be less than £5
One may involve a visitor or trip and cost up to £15
These visits are ideally spaced out across the three terms

Home/School books
New this year!!
• We’ve created these books primarily to support
the children’s learning and to enhance our links
with home and parental understanding of what
learning and expectations there are for your
child’s phase.
• There are four different versions to support
specific expectations for different ages across the
school.
• They incorporate a lot of the feedback that we
have received from you, to help us work in
partnership better.
• Every child will be given their first copy, a
replacement copy will cost £5 (because of the
costs of reproduction).

New Homework Policy
In response to parental feedback and our own discussions,
we are trying a new approach to homework this year.
See page 78 in the home school book.
Spelling:
In Year 3 and 4 there are a set of key words that children must be able to spell by the end of the two
years, and a weekly personalised section where they will record words that they have spelled
incorrectly in learning that must be learned before the start of the following week.
Reading:
Children in Y3&4 should have a daily reading experience for at least 10 minutes or more a night. At
least twice a week this should involve a parent – either the child reading to the parent, the parent
reading to the child or a shared book that is read together on just those occasions. The parent should
be asking inferential questions based on prompts that you can find in the parents section of this book.

New Homework Policy
Maths:
Following the curriculum, we will share with parents a list of expectations for what their children should
be able to do at the end of their year group. There will be meetings in school, support on the school’s
website and informal opportunities to gain advice from teachers for how parents can support each
child to achieve these minimum standards by the end of the year.
Also, MYMATHS – homework will be set based on half termly objectives. Children and parents will be
free to choose when they complete the homework tasks. Those homework tasks that are not
completed will require children to spend time in the lunchbreaks in the first week of the next half term
completing the tasks. There will be a lunchtime club to allow those children who cannot access the
internet to complete some MyMaths in school.

New Homework Policy
Project:
Projects will be open ended and linked to the half term’s topics. Teachers will put together
suggestions to support open ended home learning using headings such as:
visit/explore
watch
learn
create
write
discuss
These ideas could be linked to our learning values
Each topic will include an ‘end point’ where the children will be asked to reflect on their individual
learning following our ‘language of learning’ process. What did I learn? What would I do differently
next time? What mistakes did I make?

Reading
‘The first reason to read aloud to older children is
to consider the fact that a child’s reading level
doesn’t catch up to his/her listening level until
about Year 7 (age 12-13)…
You have to hear it before you can speak it, and
you have to speak it before you can read it.
Reading at this level happens through the ear.’
Jim Trelease, The Read-Aloud Handbook, 2013

Reading
All reading to be recorded in Home/School books starting on page 4
Also, on page 80, there are reading prompts to help make your discussions
about reading more effective and consistent with the kind of questions we
ask in school.

Key Learning for the year
Broken down into the main and most important things your
child needs to learn in English, Maths and general
expectations.
These can be found on page 81
Please help us by focussing your support on helping them
achieve these goals by the end of the year.

Website Information
and Overview

Year Group
Home Pages
Our year group
home page will be
updated each week
on a Wednesday

What you find on our
year group page.
(It’s really very useful…!)

Content updated weekly
•
•
•
•
•

Learning within that week
English/ Maths
Other curriculum
General Information
Occasional homework

• Please check once a
week!

Latest letters
• Whole school or year
group specific
• Last 6 relevant items

Upcoming events
• Whole school or year
group specific
• Last 4 relevant items
• Full calendar in
‘Events’
Year Group Staff

Related learning
• This term’s curriculum
overview
• The project overview
• Anything else to
support learning

• Does what it says on
the tin…
Relevant posts
• Stuff on the website
related to the whole
school or our year
group

Calendar
of Events
Click on an entry for more information…

Colour coded entries

Filter by year group…

Information tab

Useful Information
and forms

Let us know of your
child’s achievement

Prayer Group Meetings
In school
Every Tuesday morning 8.30-9.15am
(change from before)

All welcome, whether occasionally or
regularly, we’d love to see new faces!
You can also request that we pray for
something specifically through the school
website
(on the prayer group page)

PSA

(Parent and Staff Association)

In recent history, the PSA have purchased:
Our Christmas tree (visible from Space!)
A new reading scheme (launch in October!)
iPads
Sports Day T-shirts
Curriculum resources
Gifts for children on key occasions
and more…

PSA

(Parent and Staff Association)

Friday 15th September –
Family Activity Evening and BBQ
5pm - 7pm
We want to welcome new members (adults
and children) to our school community and
hope to encourage new volunteers to join
our friendly team!
A Free Prosecco or beer!!*
*free gift to people who sign up to help at PSA events and give time to attend meetings when you can
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We look forward to working in partnership
with you – together we are stronger!

Thank you for coming along to the
presentation.

