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School context 

St James’ Church of England Primary Academy is popular and oversubscribed and has 421 

children on roll. Children attend from the local area. 13% of the children have Special 

Educational Needs which is below average, 6% of the children speak English as an additional 

language, 15% of the children are from a range of ethnic minority groups and 10% of the 

children receive pupil premium funding. A new vicar has been appointed recently to St James’ 

Church. 

The distinctiveness and effectiveness of St James’ Primary Academy as a Church of 

England school are outstanding 

 Christian values are deeply embedded in the life of the school and support excellent 

relationships between all stakeholders 

 Worship is an integral and valued part of each day and has a significant impact on the lives 
of all members of the school community 

 The creative and imaginative approach to teaching and learning in religious education (RE) 

enables children to develop a range of higher level questioning and thinking skills 

 The strong partnership with the local churches and the local community enriches 
children’s academic and personal development 

Areas to improve 

 To enable children to develop their personal spirituality further 

 To embed the concept led enquiry based approach to learning in RE 

 To deepen children’s understanding of other cultures and faiths 
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The school, through its distinctive Christian character, is outstanding at meeting 

the needs of all learners 

The school’s core Christian values of love, hope and forgiveness, chosen by the whole school 

community, underpin the daily life of the school. The distinctively Christian nature of these 

values is made clear. The outstanding relationships between all members of the school 

community are rooted in these values. For example children’s behaviour is outstanding and 

they understand that if they make a mistake they are forgiven and have a fresh start. The 
school’s values have a significant impact on children’s well being and on their academic 

achievement. Every child is nurtured and valued as an individual. Children say they feel safe and 

happy and they demonstrate a positive attitude to their learning. Vulnerable children are very 

well supported, for example through the school’s nurture group. Since the last inspection the 

school has worked on developing their understanding of spirituality and this is now making an 

impact on the children. For example children’s relationships with others as well as their 

understanding of the world and God have improved. Children have also developed their 

confidence and ability to express their thoughts, for example in their consideration of ‘big 

questions’. The school rightly recognises the need to embed this work in all areas to enable 

children to develop their personal spirituality further. Children demonstrate care for others, 

for example older children help younger children in the playground. Children are keen to take 

on extra responsibilities to support each other. The Christian character of the school supports 

children in developing their understanding of wider communities, for example through the 

opportunities provided for charity fund raising. This, together with children’s work in RE, has 

contributed to their understanding of other cultures. The school rightly recognises the need to 

provide more opportunities for children to deepen their understanding and respect for 

diversity and difference in other cultures and faith communities. Where appropriate, relevant 

links are made in RE to the school’s Christian values. RE promotes children’s spiritual, moral, 

social and cultural development. As a result RE makes a major contribution to the Christian 

character of the school. 

The impact of collective worship on the school community is outstanding 

Collective worship is an integral and important part of school life. Children have positive 

attitudes to collective worship and demonstrate a high level of engagement. In the collective 

worship observed a class of children clearly enjoyed leading the worship, which was based on a 

Bible story, and children participated enthusiastically through singing, reflection and prayers. 

Children and adults value the opportunities that worship provides and are able to talk with 

confidence about how they apply the messages learnt in worship to their everyday lives. 

Worship has a major positive impact on children’s behaviour in school and contributes 

significantly to the excellent relationships which are evident throughout the school community. 

Worship also contributes positively to children’s attitudes to learning. Collective worship 

themes are planned to enable children to explore the school’s Christian values of love, hope 

and forgiveness. Themes are developed throughout the week, ensuring that children have the 

opportunity to discuss and understand the message and how it makes a difference to them and 

others. The themes also enable children to develop their understanding of Jesus Christ and his 

teachings, as well as the main Christian festivals. All of the key elements of worship are integral 

to every act of collective worship. Children understand these key elements and are 

encouraged to use them when planning and leading their own acts of worship. Rituals in 

collective worship are established which remind children that this is a special time in the 

school day and which also develop children’s understanding of the centrality of Jesus Christ in 

the Christian faith. Prayer is used in worship as well as at lunch time and at the end of the day, 

many of the prayers are written by the children. Children understand the value placed on 

prayer and reflection and demonstrate confidence in leading prayers. Children deepen their 

knowledge and understanding of the Eucharist as a result of the Eucharist services celebrated 
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with them in church. Children also develop their understanding of the Trinity through 

opportunities provided in collective worship but the school recognises the need to develop 

this further. A range of visitors from local churches lead worship, which enhances children’s 

understanding and experience of different Christian traditions. Monitoring by staff and 

governors demonstrates children’s positive attitudes to worship and the impact on their 

everyday lives. The leadership of the school, including the collective worship leader, are 

proactive in providing professional development which leads to improvement. 

The effectiveness of the religious education is outstanding 

Standards of attainment in RE are at least in line with national expectations and a significant 

number of children attain higher than the national average. Since the last inspection effective 

assessment strategies have been successfully developed in the school. These track children’s 

progress over time and also ensure that children are appropriately challenged. Overall children 

make very good progress in developing an understanding of Christianity and a range of other 

religions. In the lessons observed most of the teaching was outstanding and provided an 

appropriate level of challenge for all abilities. Children were participating enthusiastically and 

benefitting from the wide range of creative and imaginative learning approaches. Very effective 

use is made of ICT by teachers to introduce units of work and by the children to develop and 

demonstrate their learning. The school has been developing its enquiry based approach in RE 

by implementing Hampshire’s agreed syllabus for RE ‘Living Difference’. This approach has 

encouraged children’s exploration of ideas and concepts in RE as well as a high level of 

questioning. This is enabling the children, particularly the older children, to become 

increasingly independent learners. The school now rightly recognises the need to embed the 

concept led enquiry based approach to learning in RE. RE often makes links with the Christian 

values of the school, which makes a significant contribution to children’s spiritual, moral, social 

and cultural development. Children have a good understanding of Christianity as a worldwide 

faith. Children’s learning about different faiths has been enhanced by their visits to different 
places of worship and by visitors from other faiths speaking to them at school. Excellent 

subject leadership and effective monitoring and evaluation mean that learning activities provide 

fully for the needs of all the children. 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the school as a church 

school is outstanding 

The promotion of the school’s distinctively Christian ethos has been a high priority in recent 

years and this has made a significant contribution to children’s positive attitudes to learning and 

to their relationships with peers and adults. All staff have a clear understanding of the school’s 

Christian ethos, which underpins every aspect of the life of the school. The Christian ethos 

informs teachers’ planning and teaching and thus makes an important contribution to children’s 

academic and personal development. Overall children’s academic achievement has improved 

steadily since the last inspection and is mostly above the national average. All stakeholders are 

involved in monitoring the impact of the school’s vision and evaluation by staff and governors 

enables areas for development to be identified. The leadership team is proactive in identifying 

and providing relevant professional development for staff and governors, including for future 

leaders of church schools. Professional development is planned strategically and is supported 

by the diocese when appropriate. For example staff have benefitted from professional 
development opportunities in spirituality as part of the school’s recent development focus. The 

leadership of both RE and collective worship have been given high priority. This has enabled 

improvements to take place in both areas which have led to highly effective practice. Strong 

links exist with the local churches. The vicar of St James’ Church leads acts of worship 

regularly for the children, both in school and in church. Worship leaders from two other local 

churches also visit the school. Children and their families participate in a variety of activities at 

local Christian churches. Parents are very supportive of the school. The parent prayer group, 

which meets weekly in school, has also recently led an act of worship in school. There are 
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effective links with the local community for example in sport and music. The school rightly 

recognises the opportunities available within the local community to enhance children’s 

learning about other faiths. Children’s understanding of other communities is extended 

through the school’s support of a number of charities. For example children recently learnt 

about the work of the charity Samaritan’s Purse through the “Turn on the tap” scheme to 

provide water for the people of Karamoja in Uganda. Children also enjoyed raising money for 

this project. 
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