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Message from Mr Payne, Principal

Dear Parents,
We’re delighted to be back and learning again – it has 
been great to see so many happy children rekindling 
those friendships and working hard.  You will have seen the 
new website and as you can see we have made some 
changes to the newsletter format and layout, I hope that 
this reflects your wider feelings about the start to the new 
term – a little bit sharper, a little more engaging and a little 
more professional – we’re always developing and trying to 
get better.  

Our new reception children are settling in brilliantly under 
the experienced support and guidance of the whole 
team and we’ve already experienced a Roman invasion 
in the hall for a Year 3 learning hook!  We’ve started our 
new Golden Time system (including no more blue cards), 
Marvellous Me is finding its feet, new playtime plans are 
being developed to support social skills and engaging 
play and we have staff members in newly created posts 
as leaders of both pupil voice and parent voice, so we 
are really looking forward to developing our community in 
a collaborative way.

Please read the newsletter fully – they are going to be 
coming out a little less often now in order to try and 
ensure that we are not just repeating information and that 
everything is useful to you.  In between newsletters, there 
is the new calendar function on the website and a central 
place for you to also get any letters that have been sent 
out.   

Enjoy!

Security

As part of our commitment 
to developing the site and 
improving security, for the 
children’s safety we have 
installed a gate on the 
pathway that accesses the 
academy from Spurgeon 
Road.  We will be locking the 
gate at 8:45am and it will be 
re-opened at 3pm to allow 
for pick-up.  We apologise 
if this inconveniences you, 
however the safety of our 
children has to be our 
top priority and we are 
continuing to investigate 
how we can improve things 
still further.  Thank you to 
everyone who has been 
understanding and positive 
about the restricted access.

Also, following a couple of 
reports of someone walking 
along and trying door 
handles of parked cars, 
can we advise everyone 
to ensure that you have 
remembered to lock your 
vehicles when you drop off 
or pick up your children.  It 
would also be prudent to 
ensure any valuables are out 
of sight.
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Marvellous Me!   
We are now live with the new system that we really hope will 
improve your understanding of what your children are getting 
up to in school, give us an opportunity to celebrate their 
success and share some of our teaching methods with you so 
that you can support learning more effectively at home.  A 
whopping 83% of parents are currently signed up to receive 
the Marvellous information and we have received 890 Hi5s so 
far!!  Madrid class are in the lead with 187…  Again, thank you 
to everyone who has shared their feedback, which has been 
overwhelmingly positive, and thank you for your patience as 
we bed the new system in and explore as a school how we can 
use it most effectively.  As many people as you want can sign 
into receive updates about your child – you just need to share 
the code with them.  If you would like to receive the letter with 
your access code again, please ask at the school office.

Keeping the ship running…
As we are sure you are aware, the school office can get very 
busy at peak times (drop-off and pick up).  Could we therefore 
ask that if you are simply dropping off forms or paperwork that 
you use the letterbox outside the main reception doors.  This 
is checked every day, and will help reduce the wait for you, 
and for those parents that need to speak to someone urgently.  
Many thanks!

Lost Property / School uniform: 
 Can you please ensure that ALL your child’s uniform is clearly 
named.  The process for lost property has changed this year, 
so all named uniform is being taken to the child’s classroom 
to return.  Anything unnamed will go into the lost property box 
which will be outside the front doors on a Friday afternoon.  
We will be donating the lost property that is unnamed and 
unclaimed to a charity shop every fortnight as we are unable to 
keep the mountain of items that amasses over a term.  Please 
make sure everything is clearly named!!

Still on uniforms, very many thanks for all of your kind donations 
of uniform for the uniform exchange.  We now have more than 
enough, so could we please ask for no further donations at this 
time.

Important Medical 
information

Could we please remind all 
parents that St. James’ is a 
NUT FREE ZONE.  We have a 
number of pupils and staff 
with moderate to severe 
allergies that in extreme 
circumstances could be 
fatal and so school lunches 
and snacks should contain 
absolutely no nuts please.

Friendly and Helpful 
Volunteers needed! 

Any parents, Carers, 
Grandparents or friends 
who have some time spare 
and would like to help our 
community in some way 
are always appreciated.  At 
the moment we are looking 
specifically for additional 
help in the Library, however 
we are also always able to 
deploy volunteers to support 
learning or practical tasks 
as necessary.  The more the 
merrier and everything helps, 
no matter how little your 
availability is.  Please speak 
to the office so we can pass 
on your details.
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Picking Up
Following a recent review of our Safeguarding procedures, we 
have identified that at pick up time some teachers are being 
distracted by parents who, understandably, wish to have a 
conversation with them about their child.  In order to ensure 
that all children are handed over to their relevant adults safely, 
please will everyone wait until the final child has been handed 
over before you address your question to the teacher or adult 
dismissing the children.  Adults in school have been told that 
the safe handover of children is their first priority and they 
should not begin conversations until this is complete.  Thank you 
for your understanding with this.

We are always working to ensure our details for you and your 
child are up to date.  So over the next couple of weeks we’ll be 
sending a few forms home.  One of the first will be to update 
your child’s pick-up list.  We will continue to use the current 
details unless we receive a new form, so please make every 
effort to fill this in with details of everyone that you want to give 
permission to pick up your child at the end of the school day.

St James’ Team appear on CBBC’s Top Class! 
with host Susan Calman

St. James Church News:

The Church will be running 
coffee mornings on Tuesday 
27th and Wednesday 28th 
September from 9am to 
11am.  They will be in the 
Annexe, so please come 
along and show your support.  
There will also be “coffee to 
go” for anyone who can’t 
stay to chat.  No charge, 
but all donations are always 
welcome.

National Success!!

Congratulations to Rhamis, 
Louis, Gabriel and George 
for their excellent first 
appearance in the CBBC 
quiz show ‘Top Class’.  They 
were amazing and stormed 
through to the Quarter Finals 
which will be on Thursday 
22nd September at 3.55pm 
on CBBC.   Let’s also give a 
special mention to Mrs Beth 
‘down with the kids’ Dodd – 
the first and only teacher so 
far to get 100% in her ‘Beat 
the Teacher’ round…!!  This 
team are flying, who knows 
where it all may end????


