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Message from Mr Payne, Principal

Dear Parents,

Stop the presses – it’s the ‘Top Class’ final tonight and St. James’ quiz team are going to be there!!  

Having completed an epic journey through the heats, quarter final and semi final (has anyone got 

any nails left…?) tonight the team face their final challenge against St Pius X Preparatory school 

from Lancashire.  3.55pm on CBBC – get the popcorn ready!

It is hard to do justice to the magnificent journey that the 

whole team has been on, the pressure they faced, the 

challenges that were put in front of them and the whole 

thing being filmed for public display across the nation. 

 My quote in the Echo today said it is how we travel the 

journey, and not the destination we reach that matters - 

but we can’t help also being incredibly proud when that

 journey’s outcome is so successful.

Ramis, George, Gabriel, Louis and reserve Emily all deserve 

great praise for their teamwork, humour and perseverance 

– I think that throughout the series they have come across 

as a team full of character, humility and personality and 

they have given us another reason to feel proud to be a 

part of the St. James’ community.  

Mrs Dodd, or ‘Blazin’ as I have nicknamed her, deserves a special mention also.  It may be true 

that she didn’t really appreciate what she was getting herself into when they first took that flight 

up to Glasgow for filming… but to go ahead and stand on that spot in preparation for a possible 

public annihilation (I mean who actually knows what Miley Cyrus’ songs sound like, let alone who 

Bottersnikes and Gumbles are…) was an act of bravery that went above and beyond the call of 

duty.  AND she ended up being the top performing teacher across the whole series – amazing.

Whatever happens in the grand final this evening, this has been a proud adventure for both the 

individuals involved and our academy community.  There’s just one more 30 minute emotional 

rollercoaster to ride - enjoy the final!

St James’ Team appear on 
CBBC’s Top Class! 

with host Susan Calman
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Staffing updates:

We’re excited to share the news that Mrs Tomlinson is expecting another baby!  We are very 

excited for her family and wish them all the best.  We are obviously currently planning for the 

maternity cover arrangements which we anticipate will begin after the February half term and will 

update the parents of London class once we have more news.  

With some sadness I would also like to inform you that Mrs Jones, our Vice Principal, has taken 

the decision to retire at the end of this Autumn term.  This decision has been taken in the light of 

medical advice to take things a little easier and we are very pleased (for her) that Mrs Jones has 

been sensible enough to follow that advice.  We will, of course, be giving her a big send off as she 

has made an exceptional contribution to St. James’ and we all owe her a great deal of thanks.  

There are still many weeks to go, however, so everything is business as usual until Christmas and we 

have already placed an advert to appoint her successor as Vice Principal.  Again, we will update 

you with news as there is any and we will properly celebrate Mrs Jones’ contribution in December, 

before she retires to her new life of ‘Homes Under the Hammer’ and being fanned with ostrich 

feathers while her manservants pop grapes into her mouth….

St. James’ Academy Prayer Group

Please come and join us as we pray for our Academy.  Parents, carers and members of the 

Academy community are all welcome. We are a friendly group who meet every Monday 8.30am 

- 9.15am in the Sunshine Room.  Ask at Reception and they will tell you where to go! If you would 

like to find out more about us, you can now find us on the Academy website (in the community 

section).  Here you can also find prayer points so you can pray even if you are unable to join us 

on Monday mornings.  We have also added a prayer request form.  If you would like us to pray for 

you or any situation you may be facing, you can contact us confidentially using the form.

We really look forward to seeing you or hearing from you!

Secondary School Applications

If your child is currently in Year 6 then they are due to transfer to secondary school in September 
2017. You will receive information shortly You will need to apply for a place at secondary school, 
you can do this at:

https://enrol.bournemouth.gov.uk 

Closing Date is 31st October 2016.

For more information visit:  www.bournemouth.gov.uk 

Telephone the Children’s Information Service on 01202 456223 
or visit the Town Hall (St Stephen’s Road entrance) 

APPLICATIONS CAN BE MADE FROM 1st SEPTEMBER 2016
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Getting to know you....

With all of the staff changes over the last few 
months we thought it might a bit of fun to interview 
all of the staff in turn so you can get to know them 
a little better.  

We’ll be asking them to list:

5 people that they would like to have dinner with, 
4 favourite books, TV or films, 3 favourite foods, 2 

countries or places that they would love to visit and 
1 “interesting” fact about themselves. 

We’re starting this time with Mr Leddin, 
our new School Business Manager

5 people: 

Eddie Izzard     Patrick Stewart    Rosa Parks, 
Eddie Howe    David Tennant

4 titles:
 

(Geek alert!) Star Wars    Star Trek (Films and series), 
Dr Who     The Great Britsh Bake-Off (Of course!)

3 food:
 

Pizza     Black Pudding    A full roast dinner

2 places:
 

Autralian Outback    New York

1 fact:
 

I once sang a solo number in the world premiere of 
a musical in front of about 2,000 people

We need your help...
Reception classes are always 
looking for equipment to help 
our new children learn and 
play.  This time we are looking 
for any old balance bikes or 
trikes in good condition that you 
may have going spare.  Please 
drop them into reception and 
we will pass them on.

No dogs on site
Please can we remind all 
parents that St. James’ has a 
strict no dogs policy. We have 
a number of children that are 
allergic to dogs, and some 
that are simply scared of them.  
We have also had a number 
of incidents where our site 
manager has had to clean up 
after some dogs after being in 
the playground which obviously 
poses a health risk, so please do 
not bring any dogs onto the St 
James’ grounds.  Many thanks.

Chiropractor
One of our parents is a trained 
Chiropractor and has offered all 
parents and pupils of St James’ 
a FREE consultation and a 
discount on subsequent sessions 
(usually £35.00, reduced to £20).  
Please call Anita 
on 07888 680302

Scooters in the playground
Could we also please ask that 
scooters are not used in the 
playground before and after 
school.  We’ve had a few near 
misses, and the last thing we 
want is for you or your child 
to be injured.  We actively 
encourage scooting to school 
but not within school grounds.  
Again, many thanks.


