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Dear Parents,
You may have been hearing about our newly 
emerging lunchtime organisation, if by chance 
you have had the luxury of a more detailed 
conversation with your child/ren than the usual 
‘it was alright’ message that I know many of 
you get when you ask how their day was…

After a review we took the decision that 
lunchtimes weren’t as developmental for the 
children as we would like and so we wanted 
to focus on making this a better part of our 
provision.  We are in the early days currently, 
however over the course of this half term we 
intend to trial various ideas, refine them in 
the light of feedback and observation and 
gradually develop an hour of really positive, 
engaging and enjoyable social activity for 
everyone.

We have now staggered lunchtimes (Years 1, 2, 
3 and 4 start ten minutes earlier at 11.50am and 
Years 5 and 6 start 10 minutes later at 12.10pm) 
which means we have reduced both the 
number of children on the playground by one 
third at any one time, and also the spread of 
ages to ensure that children are mixing in more 
age appropriate ways and feel safer.

We have brought all children together to eat 
so that there is no longer a separation between 
packed lunches in classrooms and hot school 
meals in the hall – friends are free to sit together 
whatever their meal choice.  Children eat in 
year group pairs – Years 1&2, Years 3&4 and 
Years 5&6 and a sitting lasts twenty minutes.  
If children finish they are still expected to be 
a part of the social sharing and stay at the 
table, maybe discussing the topic of interest 
that we have provided for them to explore as 
a suggestion – this week’s is ‘Who is Donald 
Trump and who is Hillary Clinton?  Who do you 

want to be the next President of the United 
States?’  There have been some interesting 
conversations, I can assure you!

As it becomes increasingly rare for children to 
sit at a table and converse during mealtime, 
we are keen to make this opportunity a strong 
social element of our day.  We want them to 
learn from each other, develop better listening 
skills, challenge their thinking and perhaps 
broaden their horizons by understanding 
that it is possible to feel very differently about 
something but still be friends or part of a team.  

Once we have learned our new routines for 
moving around school during the lunchbreak, 
next week we will be introducing a variety 
of playground games and activities, led 
by children who have been trained as Play 
Leaders and requested through the Academy 
Council on behalf of all the children in our 
community.  We will be bringing choice and 
structure to what has been a bare and empty 
playground, and children will be able to 
engage in a variety of activities and find new 
friends to support, challenge and learn from.

These are big changes and they require real 
finessing and responding to in order that we 
make them work as well as we aspire for them 
to do – but together we will get there and by 
Christmas I am confident that we will have 
turned what was sometimes akin to a 60 minute 
wasteground experience into a rewarding and 
engaging opportunity for Social, Moral, Spiritual 
and Personal development.

I hope you will soon be hearing much positive 
feedback.  It’s great to see everyone after half 
term, believe it or not we are starting to fully 
immerse ourselves in preparations for Christmas 
– get your sleigh bells and tinsel ready!

Message from Mr Payne, Principal
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Parents’ Evening

Parents’ Evening is your chance to meet your child’s teacher and find out what they’ve been up 
to over the first half term.  It’s also your opportunity to ask any questions and raise any concerns 
you may have.
We will be using the on-line booking system again this year so please see all the details you’ll need 
below:

Tuesday 8th November from 5pm to 8pm
Wednesday 9th November from 3:30pm to 6pm

Please login to: http:/www.parents-booking.co.uk/stjamescofe and book your time with your 
child’s teacher.

Friday 11th November  Year 6 (Remembrance)  
Wednesday 16th November London Class
Wednesday 1st February  Madrid Class
Thursday 22nd February   Year R 
Thursday 9th March    Paris Class 
Tuesday 14th March   Washington Class
Wednesday 22nd March   Stingray Class 
Thursday 6th April   Shark Class
Thursday 4th May   Rome Class
Tuesday 16th May   Beijing Class
Thursday 8th June   Turtle Class
Wednesday 14th June  Otter Class

Children in Need 2016

On Friday 18th November the 
BBC’s Children in Need is upon 

us once again. It will be a non-uniform 
day and for a small donation your 

child can wear their pyjamas or 
something spotty!  

This is your chance to show your 
support for Pudsey and this brilliant 

and worthwhile charity.

Calling all Builders / 
Tradespeople
We need your help...  Would anyone 
have an Auger or other digging 
equipment that we could borrow 
for a short time, possibly along with 
some of your skill to support us?  We 
have some interesting plans for the 
Christmas tree this year and we may 
need some specialist equipment!
Please contact the school office 
if you may be able to help in any 
way...  Many thanks.

Class Worship Dates:  
All 9am (Hall doors open 8:50)
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Getting to know you....

With all of the staff changes over the last few 
months we thought it might a bit of fun to interview 
all of the staff in turn so you can get to know them 
a little better.  

We’ll be asking them to list:

5 people that they would like to have dinner with, 
4 favourite books, TV or films, 3 favourite foods, 2 

countries or places that they would love to visit and 
1 “interesting” fact about themselves. 

This time it’s Mrs Jones’ turn, 
our (soon to be happily retired) Deputy Head.

5 people – Garry Monk, Don Revie, Douglas Bader, 
Sarah Millican and Mary Berry (as long as she brings 

dessert!)

4 books/TV/Films – Wolf Hall, The Secret Garden, A 
Beautiful Mind and  Strictly Come Dancing

3 foods – chocolate, crème brulee, steak (but not 
necessarily eaten in that order)

2 countries – Canada and New Zealand (as part of 
a world cruise!)

1 interesting fact – At university I played in the 
women’s football team and we won the inter-

university 5 a side cup

We need your help...
Many thanks to all the parents 
who have offered their time to 
help in school.  We’ll be in touch 
soon to confirm details with you.  
If any other parents can spare 
any time we would love to hear 
from you.  Please contact the 
school office.

Button Battery Warning
There has been a lot in the news 
recently about the dangers of 
ingesting “button batteries” and 
the damage they can cause.  
For more information please 
go to: http://www.capt.org.uk/
safety-advice/keeping-children-
safe-button-batteries

Attendance & Timekeeping
We’d just like to remind parents 
of the importance of being on 
time for school and attendance 
in general.  Please can you try 
to ensure that children are in 
school on time.  If they have an 
appointment please leave a 
message with the school office 
so that the teacher can be 
informed.

Term Dates
All the term dates are on our 
website along with any letters, 
and other information you 
may need.  Term dates are 
under “info” and then “useful 
information and forms” 

Staffing Update
We’d like to welcome two 
new members of staff this half 
term.  Georgina Thomas and 
Sarah MacDonald have both 
joined our wonderful TA team.  
Welcome to the team!
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ST.JAMES’ FILM CLUB Years 1-6 
 

WEDNESDAY 16th NOVEMBER 2016  3.05-4.45pm 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

Once again we are holding a children’s ‘cinema-style’ film club in the school hall on 
Wednesday 16th November.  The event will run from 3.05pm to 4.45pm, with the 
children coming straight from class to the hall. We will be showing the film ”Secret 
Life of Pets” a ‘U’ certificate title which we hope will appeal to children from Year 
1 through to Year 6.  

There will be a LIMITED NUMBER OF SPACES available at a cost of £2.50 per child and they will be issued 
on a FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED basis. The entry price includes refreshments of crisps, chocolate or 
sweets and a drink, fruit will also be available.   

Ticket requests must be submitted to the office in an envelope marked “FAO PSA Film Club” with 
correct money enclosed by Friday 11th Nov (spaces may sell out sooner). 

Each class teacher will be given a list of children who will be attending the event and will take them to the 
school hall immediately after school.  Children will not be issued a ticket, their names will be on a class 
register, along with your contact details. (If parents of older children are happy for their child to walk home, 
this must be clearly written on their form).   For the safety and protection of the children no places will be 
allocated without an emergency contact no. and the name of the person collecting the child from the film 
club.  We ask that you will bear with us at collection time to allow us to safely dismiss the children.  

To ensure that the event takes place safely we also need volunteers to help supervise the event, so if you are 
able to help please email rachelpreston2002@gmail.com 

In accordance with the School Insurance policy, the film club is only open to pupils of St James’ School and no pre-
school or older siblings are permitted to attend, even if accompanied by parents who are helping.  Also use of mobile 
phones is not permitted during PSA events. 

Yours sincerely, 
PSA Committee    
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

FILM CLUB – Wednesday 16th November– TICKET REQUEST 

Child’s name………………………………………………………………………………………. Class………………………………………..  

Emergency Contact name & no:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Person collecting from disco:………………………………………………………………ALLERGIES/Medical Info:……………………………………………… 

Child’s name………………………………………………………………………………………. Class………………………………………..  

Emergency Contact name & no:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Person collecting from disco:………………………………………………………………ALLERGIES/Medical Info:……………………………………………… 

Signed……………………………………………………………………….. Date……………………………………………… 

Please place this slip, along with your payment (cheques payable to St James School PSA), in an envelope and post in the 
school office letter box marked “FAO PSA Film Club” by Friday 11th November.  

PLEASE NOTE: TICKETS WILL NOT BE SOLD ON THE DOOR! 
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Consultation on School Admission 

Arrangements for 2018/19 
 

PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
 

04 November 2016 – 16 December 2016 
 
The following schools are consulting on their admission arrangements: 
All Community and Voluntary Controlled Junior and Primary schools (Stourfield 
Junior School), Avonwood Academy, Bethany CE Junior School, Christ the King 
Catholic Primary School, Corpus Christi Catholic Primary School, Heathlands 
Primary Academy, Hill View Primary School, Kingsleigh Primary School, King’s Park 
Academy, Malmesbury Park Primary School, Moordown St. John’s CE Primary 
School, Queen’s Park Infant Academy, St. Clement’s and St. John’s CE Infant 
School, St. James’ CE Primary School, St. Katharine’s CE Primary School, St. 
Luke’s CE Primary School, St. Michael’s CE Primary School, St. Peter’s Primary 
School, Stourfield Infant School, Avonbourne College, Bournemouth School, 
Bournemouth School for Girls, Harewood College, LeAF Studio School, Oak 
Academy, St. Peter’s School (and sixth form) 
 
Proposed admission arrangements are available on each school’s website as well 
as www.bournemouth.gov.uk/Admissions2018consultation 
 
Paper copies will also be available via the Children’s Information Service, located 
within the Customer Contact on St Stephen’s Road, Bournemouth 
 
Please be aware that some schools may consult separately. For more information 
please contact Carly Williams on 01202 456197 or 
carly.williams@bournemouth.gov.uk  
 
Members of the public can submit comments or objections directly to the 
school(s) or by e-mail to carly.williams@bournemouth.gov.uk in order to be 
forwarded to the schools.  


