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Dear Parents,
As we approach Christmas and the end of 
2016 it is both a time for excitement and 
reflection.  The opportunities of the Christmas 
and New Year celebrations allow us to meet up 
with family, old friends and let our hair down.  
We can give and receive gifts and worship 
together to celebrate God’s gift to us all in 
Jesus.  We can rest and recharge our batteries 
ready to face what lies ahead in 2017.

In years to come, perhaps 2016 is going to 
be seen as one of THOSE years - a significant 
moment in all our histories when things 
changed in a more dramatic way.  Whatever 
your views on the merits of Brexit, the Donald, 
the threats from extremism, the movement of 
displaced people around the world or Scarlett 
winning ‘I’m a celebrity’ there are rich veins 
of conversation that our children are keen 
to find out about.  We have witnessed this in 
the discussions they have been engaged in 
during the new lunchtime organisation and I 
encourage you to use some of the family time 
over the forthcoming holiday break to talk 
about some of what is going on in the world 
and use the opportunity to expand the horizons 
and challenge the thinking of those young 
minds.

In our INSET days in January we are going to be 
developing Philosophy 4 Children as another 
opportunity to promote discussion, challenge, 
reason and exploration in all our children.  It 
is a part of our gradual evolution towards 

developing a community of more actively 
curious and interested people.  I will look 
forward to hearing your feedback on this new 
element of our practice in the new year.

When we return after the break, we will have 
said our goodbyes to two key members of our 
staff who are retiring.  Mrs Duce has worked 
at St. James’ for 13 years - to put that in 
perspective when she started there was no 
such thing as Facebook, YouTube, the iPhone 
or Ipad or Kindles.  Doesn’t time fly when 
you’re having fun!  We are very grateful for the 
incredible service Mrs Duce has given to our 
school, in particular with her ELSA work that has 
supported so many children.  We wish her well 
in her retirement.

Mrs Jones also retires at Christmas and it is hard 
to do justice to the service that she has given to 
the whole school community.  She has been an 
exceptional Vice Principal and during our more 
recent history has led the school through some 
testing times with such calmness, authority 
and humanity that we have emerged as a 
stronger organisation - do not underestimate 
the significance and impact of her wonderful 
leadership on all our children’s formative years.  
I know all Governors, staff, children and parents 
wish Mrs Jones a wonderful retirement - for one 
person to have made such a difference to so 
many lives is what we all came into teaching 
for - Mrs Jones has been an example for us all to 
aspire to match.  Thank you, Mrs Jones.

Have a great Christmas everyone! 

Message from Mr Payne, Principal
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Annual Single Parents’ Christmas Get-together

St Saviour’s Church Iford on Colemore Road invite all Single Parents 
and children to join us on Sunday 11th December between 3pm & 
5pm for our annual Christmas event followed by our family Carol 

service at 5pm.
Entertainment and craft events, toy and clothing stall, festive food 

and drink plus Father Christmas will be visiting. Everything is free!

So come along and meet other Single Parent families and feel free to 
invite other Single Parent families on our behalf. Flyers can be found 

in the school reception area.

Wednesday 1st February  Madrid 
Thursday 22nd February   Year R 
Thursday 9th March    Paris Class 
Tuesday 14th March   Washington 
Wednesday 22nd March   Stingray  
Thursday 6th April   Shark 
Thursday 4th May   Rome 
Tuesday 16th May   Beijing 
Thursday 8th June   Turtle 
Wednesday 14th June  Otter 

Children in Need 2016

Many thanks for all your kind 
donations recently.  As a result of 
all the pyjamas and spots (as well 

as some spotty pyjamas!) St James’ 
raised a grand total of...

£395.25

Uniform Exchange Sale 

With all the very kind donations of 
spare uniform we will be holding 
a further sale this half term.  All 

proceeds will go to school funds.  
The sale will be held on:

13th December

So if you need any uniform items 
please come along and have a 

browse.

Class Worship Dates:  
All 9am (Doors open 8:50)

Holidays in Term Time

We’d like to remind parents of the 
expectation regarding holidays in term time.  It is 
important that children are present in school as 

much as possible, and so we do not authorise ab-
sence unless in exceptional circumstances, which 

in practical terms means for a funeral.
Any other time out of the classroom will be treated 

as an unauthorised absence and noted as such 
in your child’s records, however it is important that 
you notify school in advance if you are intending 

your child to miss learning so that we do not spend 
time chasing their whereabouts.

There is a form available from the school office 
and website to notify us of upcoming absence.
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Getting to know you....

Our new Vice Principal in January is Mr Brown, but how 
much do you actually know about him?  We decided 
that seeing as he was stepping into this most pivotal of 
roles, it was time we placed him under the spotlight to 

find out just a little bit more....

We ask our ‘subjects’ to list:

5 people that they would like to have dinner with, 4 favourite 
books, TV or films, 3 favourite foods, 2 countries or places that they 

would love to visit and 1 “interesting” fact about themselves. 

This time it’s Mr Brown’s turn, 

5 People:
Jesse Owens, Pele, Cyrille Regis, Jessica Rabbit and my mum

4 Favourite TV / Films / Books
The Walking Dead

Star Wars
Match of the Day

Any Wilbur Smith book

3 Favourite Foods
Donuts
Pizza
Curry

2 Places you’d like to visit
St Lucia and Florida (again)

1 Interesting fact about yourself
My great, great, great, great grandfather was Captain Hardy 

(as in ‘Kismet Hardy’), Lord Nelson’s right hand man
(to pre-empt those who may point out a typo in the quote above, there is debate 

about whether Hardy said ‘kismet’ (fate) or ‘kiss me’ (self explanatory)).

We need your help...
Many thanks to all the parents 
who have offered their time to 
help in school.  We’ll be in touch 
soon to confirm details with you.  
If any other parents can spare 
any time we would love to hear 
from you.  Please contact the 
school office.

Names on Lunchboxes and 
bottles please...
We’ve been getting a lot of 
abandoned lunchboxes and 
bottles each day.  If it’s named 
we will return them to your child’s 
classroom so please ensure that 
all of your child’s lunch property is 
clearly named.  Thank you.

Winter is coming...
With the onset of the cold 
weather, please can all 
children ensure that they have 
appropriate coats etc for their 
outdoor time.  (Named!)

St. James’ is a Nut Free Zone
Please can we once again 
remind all parents that we are 
a nut free zone.  Please, please 
ensure that your children’s 
lunchboxes contain no nuts or nut 
products.  We have some staff 
and children with severe allergies.  
Thank you in advance. 

St. James’ on the Internet...

Don’t forget to look at our website : http://www.stjamescebournemouth.com

         Check out our Facebook page : facebook.com/stjamesprimaryacademy

         Twitter : @academystjames
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Achievements to celebrate...
Should your child achieve something special or receive recognition outside of school we would like 
to share their success in the newsletter. Think of it a little like the ‘Birthday Card’ moment that you 
used to see on CBeebies – only a little more grown up and available 365 days of the year…! 

You can let us know about your child’s achievement by completing the relevant form on the school 
website:  http://www.stjamescebournemouth.com/achievement-form/

Matthew Stickland has recently started attending street dance classes and this weekend took part 
in his first South Coast street dance championships held in Portsmouth. With over 400 children at-
tending, Matthew did extremely well finishing 4th in his age group and was presented with a very 
impressive trophy.

Overall Attendance
The current overall attendance figure for the academy is:

 97.11%.  
This is only just above our required attendance percentage of 97% with the winter months 
now closing in.  Please ensure that your child comes into school every day unless they are 
properly ill.  If they are feeling ‘a little under the weather’ they can still come into school 

and we can call you if their condition deteriorates.  Thank you!

1st Place

BOGOTA
Attendance: 98.33%

2nd Place

ROME
Attendance: 98.18%

3rd Place

MADRID
Attendance: 98.11%

Class Attendance champions since the last newsletter:

Current Vacancies
Lunchtime Supervisor

The successful applicant will be someone with a 
strong vocational commitment to improve the 

life chances of our children by treating everyone 
as an individual, being willing to listen properly 
to their thoughts and feelings and placing their 

needs and safety at the heart of all we do. 

1.5 hours a day, approx 11.45 - 1.15pm
Mon - Fri; £7.30 - £8.05 per hour

More details and application form on website

Teaching Assistant
We wish to appoint a committed, enthusiastic and 
excellent teaching assistant to help support learn-

ing in our school.  You will be deployed to meet 
the needs of a range of children in and out of the 
classroom, as well as supervising safe play during 

the lunchbreak. 

27.5 hours a week as TA, £8.26 - £8.80 hour
5 hours a week as LSA, £7.30 - £8.05 hour

More details and application form on website
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Dates for your Diary
(in case you hadn’t yet noticed, there is now also a calendar on our school website with all of this information on as well....)

8th December PSA Christmas Social, Brewhouse and Kitchen Southbourne - all welcome!  7.45pm
9th December Slippers and Christmas jumpers day (collection for Save the Children and Shelter)
   Mayor’s Christmas library concert (choir)
12th December  Year 5 and 6 Candelight Service in church 7pm
13th December Year R, 1 and 2 Christmas performance  1.30pm and 6pm
14th December Year 3 and 4 Christmas performance  1.30pm and 6.30pm
15th December  PSA Christmas party afternoon and mufti day
16th December Carols around the tree (invitation only)
   Break Up - 1.15pm
25th December Jesus’ birthday

3rd January  INSET day
4th January  INSET day
5th January  Term starts for children
13th January  Treehouse Pantomime visit
16th January  PSA meeting  7.30pm

1st February  Madrid class worship  9am
6th February  Year 4 Hooke Court meeting 3.30pm
11-19th February Half Term holiday
22nd February Reception class worship

1-3rd March  Year 4 Hooke Court residential
9th March  Paris class worship
14th March  Wahington class worship
22nd March  Stingray class worship

6th April  Shark class worship
7th April  Break Up for Easter holiday

We need a new Parent Governor!
Governance is a hugely important part of supporting and challenging our academy 
to be the best we can be.  A vacancy has arisen on the Governing Body and we are 

very keen to welcome a new person into this role - training will be provided!

Ideally we are looking for someone with some form of financial or legal knowledge, 
but a willingness to give your time and commit to the development of our academy 
is just as important.  Everyone is welcome to apply and make a difference because 

everyone can contribute and help the leadership of the school to keep improving in 
partnership.  Please consider taking up this role and joining the team.

If you would like to find out more about how you can contribute or whether this role 
could be for you, please speak with Mr Payne, Martin Leamon (Chair) or Sian Butler 

(Clerk)  - or email clerkatstjames@gmail.com to arrange an informal discussion.

Applications will be sent out by Parentmail for return after the holiday period.  
Thank you in advance for considering whether this could be your moment...!!


