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Dear Parents,
 
As I am sure you already know, becoming a 
school governor is one of the most important 
ways in which you can directly help our school.
 
Right now we really need people with 
enthusiasm, common-sense and the school’s 
best interests at heart. I know there are many 
of you out there who have this and are keen to 
voice an opinion so here’s your chance.
 
In the recent Parent-Governor election, we 
received zero applicants. I know there are 
parents out there who are keen to ensure our 
academy provides a good quality education 
for its pupils and right now we really need 
your help so please don’t assume someone 
else will step up because unfortunately, that’s 
not happening right now. If it is time that is 
the issue then let’s shatter that myth now: 
being a Governor does not require hours of 
commitment every week (I work full time and 
travel a lot with my job so I can testify to this). 
You are probably looking at an average of no 
more than a few hours per month and our focus 
is that what time we do spend as a group is 
effective with the interests of the children at the 
forefront of everything we do.
 
This is a great opportunity to make a difference 
as the type of things Governors work as a team 
to be accountable for include:
·         Selecting the head teacher
·         Ensuring that the national curriculum is 

taught
·         Making decisions regarding the school’s 
budget and staffing
·         Ensuring that the school has provisions for 
all pupils, including those with disabilities and 
special needs
·         Helping to plan the school’s future 
development/direction
·         The overall performance of the school

If you’ve got any questions then feel free to 
email or call me and I’d be happy to help 
at any time.  You can contact me via email 
through the school office (address at the top 
of this newsletter) or leave a message with 
reception and I will call you back.

Apologies if this ‘plea’ feels direct but we 
are short of numbers and Parent-Governors 
are critical to the running of our school and 
ensuring the children within it flourish. I’m sure 
there are parents out there who care about 
the school and the children in it enough to 
spare a little precious time to making a positive 
contribution so I’d urge you to please give 
some proper consideration to whether you 
can help when the forms come out again 
shortly……

Many thanks,

Martin Leamon
Chair of Governors

Message from Mr Leamon, Chair of Governors
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School Hall Hire

St. James’ are now hiring out the school hall for evening, weekend 
and holiday time bookings.  

Are you part of a group that needs a space?  Do you run a fitness 
class, slimming club or am-dram group?  If so we can offer very 
reasonable rates, some useful facilities and long or short term 

bookings.

Spaces are being booked so please contact Peter Leddin (Business 
Manager) in the school office for more details...

Wednesday 1st February  Madrid 
Thursday 22nd February   Year R 
Thursday 9th March    Paris Class 
Tuesday 14th March   Washington 
Wednesday 22nd March   Stingray  
Thursday 6th April   Shark 
Thursday 4th May   Rome 
Tuesday 16th May   Beijing 
Thursday 8th June   Turtle 
Wednesday 14th June  Otter 

Parking
We’ve had a few complaints 
from local residents over the 

last few weeks regarding 
parking for drop off and pick 
up.  Please can we ask that 
you park considerately.  In 
particular can we ask that 

you don’t park on the slope 
at the end of Spurgeon 

Road as it blocks residents 
who need to leave that way.

INSET Days next year

A number of people have been 
enquiring about INSET days in the 

future.  We have no more INSET days 
for this academic year.

We have not set all of the dates 
for next academic year, however 

September 4th and 5th are two that 
we know of, and school will start 

back for all children on Wednesday 
6th September 2017

Class Worship Dates:  
All 9am (Doors open 8:50)

Letters on Website

Please be aware that all letters and 
forms sent by the office team or by 

individual class teachers are available 
for download on the school’s website.

Please use the Info tab and select 
“recent letters”.  You can also find year 

specific letters on the individual year 
group pages.

Please let the office know if there is a 
letter you can’t find and we will ensure 

it’s added straight away!



 St James’ C of E Primary Academy       Newsletter  St James’ C of E Primary Academy       Newsletter

Getting to know you....

He keeps the school running smoothly, clears up 
“accidents” and fixes anything that’s left on his desk!  

This time the subject of our questioning is our site 
manager: Mr Broyd.... (Broydie Man to his friends!)

We ask our ‘subjects’ to list:

5 people that they would like to have dinner with, 4 favourite 
books, TV or films, 3 favourite foods, 2 countries or places that they 

would love to visit and 1 “interesting” fact about themselves. 

5 People:
Winston Churchill, Henry VIII, Roald Dahl, Jimmy Page, Jeremy 

Clarkson

4 Favourite TV / Films / Books
Star Wars

Swallows & Amazons
The Restoration Man

Danny the champion of the world

3 Favourite Foods
Full English Breakfast

Confit of Duck
Barbequed Stuffed Trout

2 Places you’d like to visit
Shetland Islands & Norwegian Fjords

1 Interesting fact about yourself
I worked in France for 14 years making wine for an English 

brewery

We need your help...
Many thanks to all the parents 
who have offered their time to 
help in school.  We’ll be in touch 
soon to confirm details with 
you.  If any other parents can 
spare any time we would love to 
hear from you.  Please use the 
volunteer link on the website

Scooters / Bikes
Please can we remind all 
parents that scooters and 
bikes should not be used on 
school grounds before or 
after school.  We actively 
encourage children to cycle 
or scoot to school but ask that 
you dismount once you are on 
school grounds.  This applies to 
younger children waiting with 
parents as well please.

Reporting of Absences
We understand that at this time of 
year there are a lot of bugs going 
round and your child may not be 
able to attend school.  Please 
can we ask that if your child has 
had instances of vomiting or 
diarrhoea that they stay out of 
school for 48 hours after the last 
instance.  This is to try and ensure 
that it doesn’t spread through the 
school.  Also, all absences should 
be reported to the school office 
by 10am please.  Thankyou.

Dogs on site

Please can we remind parents once again that dogs are not permitted 
on school grounds, even if you think they are cute and cuddly.  We do 

have some children with severe allergies (and phobias in some cases) as 
well as the fact that in some cases dogs have not been cleared up after 

which causes a potential health issue.  Thanks in advance
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Achievements to celebrate...
Should your child achieve something special or receive recognition outside of school we would like 
to share their success in the newsletter. Think of it a little like the ‘Birthday Card’ moment that you 
used to see on CBeebies – only a little more grown up and available 365 days of the year…! 

You can let us know about your child’s achievement by completing the relevant form on the school 
website:  http://www.stjamescebournemouth.com/achievement-form/

Sadly we’re still waiting for this little idea to take off and so we can’t celebrate anyone in the news-
letter this week...

Overall Attendance
The current overall attendance figure for the academy is:

 96.83%.  
This is now just below required attendance percentage of 97% with the winter months 

firmly upon us.  Please ensure that your child comes into school every day unless they are 
properly ill.  If they are feeling ‘a little under the weather’ they can still come into school 

and we can call you if their condition deteriorates.  Thank you!

1st Place

SHARK
Attendance: 98.09%

2nd Place

OTTER
Attendance: 97.78%

3rd Place

ROME
Attendance: 97.32%

Class Attendance champions since the last newsletter:

Current Vacancies
Teaching Assistant

We wish to appoint a committed, enthusiastic and 
excellent teaching assistant to help support learn-

ing in our school.  You will be deployed to meet 
the needs of a range of children in and out of the 
classroom, as well as supervising safe play during 

the lunchbreak. 

27.5 hours a week as TA, £8.26 - £8.80 hour
5 hours a week as LSA, £7.30 - £8.05 hour

More details and application form on website

Parent Volunteers

We are looking to actively expand the number 
of volunteers who come into the academy to 
hear children read, support learning or carry 

out other work.  If you are able to give up any 
time at all at an agreed time that is convenient 
to both you and us, please could you fill out a 

‘volunteer’ form that you can access at the top 
of the school website.  Everyone welcome!

Thank you in advance.
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Dates for your Diary
(in case you hadn’t yet noticed, there is now also a calendar on our school website with all of this information on as well.... given the 
advance planning for some of these events, it is possible that there may be some changes to the schedule.  The academy ‘Events’ 

calendar on the website will be the most up to date place to check if anything changes.)

January

31st January  Year 5 and 6 Eucharist    1:30pm

February

1st February  Madrid class worship    9am 
2nd February  Academy Council Meeting
3rd February  Parent Forum Meeting    3:30pm
6th February  Year 4 Hooke Court meeting   3:30pm
8th February   Safer Internet day
8th February  Dance Club Performance    4:10pm
9th February   Phonics Workshop for Parents   3:30pm
9th February  Year 5 Science Fair     1:30pm
9th February  Reception: Planet Zog project outcome  2:15pm
9th February  Year 1 Tea Party     2:30pm
11-19th February Half Term holiday   
23rd February Reception class worship    9am
24th February PSA Disco & Mufti Day    Various
27th February  Reading, Grammar, Punctuation & Spelling workshop for Y6 parents     3.30pm
27th February PSA Committee Meeting  7:30pm

March

1-3rd March  Year 4 Hooke Court residential
9th March  Paris class worship   9am
14th March  Wahington class worship  9am
22nd March  Stingray class worship  9am
22/23rd March Reception Parents Evening  TBA 
24th March  PSA Mothers Day Stall  In school time
31st March  Film Club    3:15pm

April

4th April  Deadline for Easter Egg Colouring Competition
6th April  Shark class worship   9am
7th April  PSA Easter Egg Raffle  In school time
7th April  Break Up for Easter holiday  1:30pm
24th April  Return to school after Easter Break
26th April  RNLI - Meeting the lifeguards safety talks

May

1st May  Bank Holiday Monday
4th May  Rome Class Worship   9am
8 - 12 May  KS2 SAT Tests
16th May  Beijing Class Worship  9am
26th May  Break up for Half Term


