
St. James’ Primary School, Church of England Academy 
 

Parent Engagement Update 
This is a communication focused on two areas where parents/grandparents can make a 
big difference, both to the academy in general and to the confidence and educational 
progress of our children.  Thank you in advance for any support you can give. 

Parent Forum Meeting #3 

Our next Parent Forum meeting will be taking place on Friday 3rd February from 3.30pm 
until approximately 4.30pm.  Anyone who wishes to attend is welcome, but so we can 
confirm numbers we would be grateful if you could contact the school office to let them 
know you will be attending.  If nothing else, it means we will have enough cakes…!  This is 
a meeting for parents only, so please do not bring your children. 

The Parent Forum is an informal, constructive and positive group led by Mrs Lambon.  We 
collaborate to ‘workshop’ and discuss areas of our practice and explore how we can 
develop, refine or finesse for improvement.  Everyone who has attended one of our first 
two meetings has felt that it was a positive and valuable experience, and so far your 
feedback has helped us improve how we are using the website, think about how to 
achieve consistency and usefulness with Marvellous Me, and explore our approach to 
homework.  The agenda is yet to be set for the next meeting, but we will update the 
information on the school calendar as we firm up the details. 

Parental/grandparent volunteers in school 

Previously our academy has operated an informal policy of not using parent volunteers in 
their child's year group.  Although we can see the rationale for this, it is not the policy 
moving forward because we believe the more volunteers we can encourage to come 
into school to hear readers etc. the greater the benefit to the children. 

Given that if you volunteer you may now be able to work within the same year group that 
your child/ grandchild is in, please could you complete the short form to be found under 
the ‘Volunteer’ button on the top menu of our academy website if you would be able 
and willing to volunteer at a regular, agreed (and convenient to you) timeslot to hear 
readers or provide additional support where needed.  If you have already provided your 
contact information through our recent parent questionnaire, you do not need to inform 
us again – everyone who has indicated an interest will be contacted during the week 
beginning 16th January. 

Every volunteer will be checked through the Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) to 
ensure proper safeguarding of our children and an informal induction meeting (groups, 
not individually!) will be held to support everyone to make their role a success.  Thank you 
again for any support you are able to give. 

Mrs Lambon (Parent Voice Leader) 


