
Sid’s Adventure 

as a 

Pilot 

Sid arrives at Heathrow Airport, Terminal 5 
the home of British Airways.  The airport is 
so big and he is a little nervous because 
everyone in the terminal is looking at him!  

The first thing Sid needs to do is make sure his luggage gets 
put onto the right aeroplane.  Sid needs to print out a 
special tag that tells everyone where his bag is going to and 
then stick it around the handle of his suitcase.    Once that’s 
done, Sid puts the bag onto the conveyor belt and presses 
the buttons to make it disappear into the underground 
baggage security and sorting machines.  It’s good fun... 

It’s the Christmas holiday at the end of 2016 and Sid has been given the chance to try one of his dream 
jobs.  While the children are on holiday Sid is going to become a pilot for British Airways flying their A380 
super jumbo aeroplane and carefully carrying 469 passengers from London to Singapore.   He knows that 
it will be hard work and he has been very good at school this year learning maths, reading and writing, 
which are all very important for being a pilot.  Sid also needs to learn a lot of very interesting science and 
geography, but this Christmas his friends will give him all the help he needs to make sure he can get the 
job done.  Sid is very excited!  



Now its time for Sid to use the computer to have a 
look at the maps, the countries that he needs to 
fly over and the weather around the world to 
come up with a route and flight plan for the 
journey.  It’s important to make the journey as 
comfortable and smooth as possible.  He will also 
have to work out how much fuel he needs to take 
to get there! 

 
On his journey to Singapore he will fly over the 
Netherlands, Poland, Russia, Kazakhstan, 
Turkmenistan, Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, 
Bangladesh, Myanmar, Thailand and Malaysia.  It’s 
a long 14 hour journey and he will need 170 
tonnes of fuel to get there!  Imagine the school 
hall completely full of fuel, it’s about that much!  Once the planning is finished Sid says hello to all of 

the crew on the aeroplane that will be coming with 
him and then makes his way through the airport to 
his aeroplane.  The aeroplane is so big, with so 
many seats.  Already the baggage loaders and 
engineers are busy putting all of the passengers’ 
bags into the cargo hold underneath the passenger 
seats and the refuel trucks are busy filling up the 
wings and tail with the fuel that Sid asked for 
earlier.  All of the crew are very friendly and Sid 
even gets hug! 

Now for one of the most difficult parts of 
being a pilot, turning on the aeroplane! 
There are so many buttons and switches and 
they all have to be pressed in the right 
order.  Sid works hard, using his flippers to 
press the keyboard keys to program his 
planned route into the navigation 
computers and the pilot radios that he will 
be using to talk to air traffic control on the 
ground whilst he is flying... 



With the aeroplane all turned on and full of passengers and their bags, it is time for Sid to taxi, or drive, to 
the runway. It is night time and noisy and bumpy as the aeroplane rolls down the runway and it takes one 
whole minute for the engines to accelerate the jet to the 180 miles per hour speed we need for take off.  
As the aeroplane gets faster on the runway Sid sees the wings bending upwards and reaching for the sky, 
then Sid pulls gently on the joystick and the nose lifts up, the wheels leave the ground and all of the 
shaking stops.  He lifts up the gear lever and the 22 wheels fold up inside the tummy of the aeroplane 
with a big clunk.  Then the aeroplane is quiet and doing what it was made for, travelling a long way 
quickly.  Sid speeds up to 600 miles per hour, flying over 9 miles every minute at just under the speed of 
sound. 

During the night Sid sees the Milky Way 
and the stars and satellites so clearly 
then at one o’clock in the morning the 
sun rises, because we are heading East 
and against the rotation of the planet, 
and Sid is sure it is one of the most 
beautiful things he has ever seen.  The 
world is so big and so beautiful, and so 
much of it is empty.  Sid wishes he could 
see it all and he just can’t stop looking 
out of the windows at the amazing 
planet that we live on.  He can see the 
curve of the earth and the thin 
atmosphere we rely on to breathe and 
live in.  He feels so lucky. 



Sid works hard, flying the aeroplane safely all night and all of the following 
morning.  His passengers sleep and eat two meals and watch movies, but 
Sid is sure he’s got the very best window seat.  As Sid nears the equator 
the storms start to get bigger and bigger. Sid works very hard to keep the 
aeroplane smooth and his passengers happy.  He must be safe and 
doesn’t want anyone to be scared, even if he feels a little bit nervous 
himself but his pilot friends have lots of experience and they help him fly 
through the bad weather and then Sid takes the controls and gently lands 
the aeroplane in Singapore.  Well done Sid!! 

Sid arrives in a stormy Singapore, he is so excited but also so 
tired.  He spends a short time looking out of the window, then 
brushes his teeth and crawls into his comfy pilot bed for a very 
well deserved rest. 



Sid has two days of holiday in Singapore to enjoy so he 
sets off on an adventure in the morning to learn all 
about the country’s history.  Singapore has been 
important for 2000 years as a harbour, trading and 
meeting point between China, India and the Pacific and 
Australasian lands.  For this reason people here speak 
lots of languages and are very friendly.  It is a safe 
place. 

It is very hot here and humid, so Sid feels sticky!  He learns all about the 
Javanese and Malaysian people that used to live here by visiting an 
archaeological dig and a church.  Sid learns that there are lots of different 
religions here, brought from all over the Eastern world as well as Europe.  
It is an amazing place to visit, and Sid even meets a friendly lion called 
Tomeo! Sid sees that most of the people here live in tall high-rise 
apartment blocks and finds that this is because the island is small but 
there are a lot of people living on it. 



Feeling hungry, Sid makes his way to Wing Seung Fattys’ restaurant, a famous Singaporean landmark.  He 
has a little trouble at first with the chopsticks but soon gets the hang of them and he just loves the sweet 
and sour fish, rice and salted egg giant prawns.  Delicious!  It’s important to try new experiences and 
tastes as you travel around the world, if you don’t then you’ll never know what fantastic  things you’re 
missing out on, even if they do look a little strange.  Sid sees that Singapore is a country where old and 
new buildings and traditions sit comfortably right next to each other.  As dusk approaches and it is almost 
time to go home, Sid visits the amazing markets that are so full of people he can hardly move.  Everything 
is noisy and the smells are so different from home.  Sid makes his way back to the pilot hotel to get his 
bags packed and ready for the long night-time 
flight home.  Sid is very sad to leave Singapore, it 
has been just the most amazing adventure but he 
is excited to get back to St. James school and tell 
all of the children about the brilliant Christmas he 
has had and share his experiences and story. 

   



Because Sid has had such a busy Christmas holiday and has worked so hard, he was allowed to find a 
super comfy seat and pillow to lay down on and have the chance to enjoy flying on the aeroplane as a 
passenger all the way home.  Sid watched some movies and then fell fast asleep dreaming of clouds, 
deserts, stars, the Milky Way and all of the exciting and wonderful places that he’s looking forward to 
visiting next.  On his return to Heathrow Airport there was a surprise waiting for him, he was told that he 
had done such a good job that he had earned his pilots wings and was welcome back on board the 
aeroplane any time.  Well done Sid the pilot!! 


