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13th March 2017 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 

Re : Teaching change in Washington class 
 
I am writing to inform you that Miss Bawden will be leaving our academy this coming Easter in 
order to pursue a new career path in the big smoke of London.  We are obviously sad to be 
saying goodbye to her and are very grateful for all that she has done to support the learning in 
Year 5 over the last two years. 
 
For the summer term, Washington class will be taught by two strong professionals who will be 
sharing the responsibility for maintaining good progress and outcomes.  Mrs Clayton will be 
leading on a Monday to Wednesday, and Mrs Irons-Maclean will be teaching on Thursdays and 
Fridays.  The quality of teaching that we offer to the children is of course a high priority for us and I 
am delighted that we have secured the services of these two excellent teachers to see 
Washington to the end of their Year 5 career.  Mrs Clayton has worked for us a number of times, 
and most recently covered Miss Rogers’ class in her absence (during which time a number of 
parents made a point of telling me how positive and engaging her teaching was).  I have known 
Mrs Irons-Maclean for many years as an excellent and committed teacher and feel fortunate that 
she has also agreed to join our team at St. James’.   
 
Although I appreciate that changing teaching staff mid-year is not perhaps my ideal approach, I 
have full confidence that you will very quickly see how positive the new organisation is and I know 
that Washington class will have a strong summer of learning to set them up for their leadership of 
the school next year.  We have arranged for a good period of transition so that all information is 
passed on and the children will have an opportunity to get to know their new teachers before the 
holiday.  Mrs Dobson will also be working closely with her new year team partners to coordinate 
planning, organisation and a smooth handover.  
 
As always, I thank you for your ongoing support and encouragement and I look forward to seeing 
Washington class continue to grow and strengthen as individuals and as a cohort in the coming 
months. 
 
Many thanks, 

 
Jeremy Payne 
Principal 


