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31st March 2017

Dear Parent/Carer,

Today children from Year 1-6 will be bringing home their mid year report. The format of
the reports has changed slightly this year for a number of reasons.
Parent Feedback
Firstly, in our questionnaires and within the parent forum group you have told us that you
would value more regular information and feedback with regard to your children’s
learning progress. We agree with this and believe it will support an even closer
partnership between home and school. Writing reports takes a significant amount of time
and organisation and we believe that it would be advantageous to everyone if we can
develop a system that utilises our ongoing regular in-school assessments on pupil progress
and report these to parents in an efficient and more regular manner. To achieve this, we
are now trying to create reports directly from our attainment tracking system. The aim is
that we will soon be in a position to release pupil progress data to you via a secure online
login at the end of each term, or maybe even each half term. This report is a half way
house to achieving this goal.
National Curriculum changes
Secondly, you may (or may not!) be aware that the national curriculum has changed
and the government have removed a nationally standardised way of reporting or
assessing the learning progress children are making in school. The easiest way to
understand this is to imagine that you wake up tomorrow and find that our national
monetary currency has been removed and every shop you go into is now having to
come up with its own way to value, sell, buy and exchange products. This is where we
are with assessing progress in schools – we are all having to invent our own method and
rationale. You can read a detailed explanation of how we are measuring progress on our
website if you follow the ‘Info’ section in the menu bar, then ‘For Parents’ and then
‘Attainment and Progress guide’. This new report format is an attempt to navigate the
difficulties in reporting progress information based on an unfamiliar system to parents in a
way that is meaningful and understandable. We will be interested in hearing your
feedback on how successful we have been….
Furthermore, we want to balance the important information about reading, writing and
maths with broad information about attendance and what your child has been learning
alongside an important summary of your child as an individual learner – the person who
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they are on a daily basis in school. We hope that you find the new set up informative and
personal to your child.
Progress and Attainment
We are confident that we have made good progress with our new system of measuring
progress and attainment, however as the new curriculum has significantly higher
expectations on what children should be achieving and when, there are still some ‘gaps’
in prior knowledge that have been created by the imposition of these new higher
expectations. Part of our work currently is to ensure that not only are we teaching age
appropriate curricular learning for each child, but that we are also plugging these
knowledge gaps to bring every child up to speed with all they are supposed to know. This
is a process of the national change in expectations and not a reflection on a child’s
capability or learning. There is also a new element to our judgements about learners
called ‘greater depth’ which is when a child is using concepts in a transferable and
independent way.
Attainment is a judgement of where a child is in their learning at a particular point in time,
and progress is the quantity of knowledge and skills they have mastered over time. As a
consequence of this curriculum transition and the issues described above, in some cases
children’s attainment may be reported to be ‘below expected’ when in fact they are
simply catching up on these newly created knowledge gaps. Conversely, some children
who are working ‘above expected’ attainment may be reported to be ‘below expected’
for progress because it is too early in the academic year to make sound judgements that
they are working at greater depth… I know it sounds complicated, but if there is any
element of your child’s report that causes you concern, please don't hesitate to discuss
this with the class teacher who will be able to reassure you. We are confident that these
issues will resolve themselves over time as the new expectations ‘bed in’ and we all
become a little more familiar and at ease with the new system.
I hope you enjoy hearing about your child’s progress and successes at school so far this
year. We will be having a parents’ evening next term for you to discuss in person with
their teacher how they have progressed from this point onwards, and I am looking
forward to being able to share this progress information with you more regularly in the
near future.
With my best wishes,

Jeremy Payne
Principal

