St James’ Church of England Academy
Pokesdown Hill, Christchurch Road
BOURNEMOUTH
BH7 6DW
01202 426696
Email office@stjamescebournemouth.com
_____________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

20th June 2017

Dear Parent/Carer,

We have been advised by the local Police Community Support Officer that there has
recently been an increase in the incidents of drug use overnight on and around the
school premises. This matches up with our own view and that of the church and nursery.
We are working with the police to try and prevent this from happening and have taken
various measures such as turning off the water fountain overnight, increasing the number
of police patrols and investigating changing the security lighting source to ultraviolet light.
In addition, we are also continuing in our push to secure a successful solution to complete
boundary fencing around the school.
We conduct daily walks of the premises to identify and remove any health and safety
threats to school users and have spoken with the children in assembly to remind them
never to pick anything up from the floor that looks unusual, sharp or dangerous, but to tell
an adult immediately so that we can deal with it.
I have debated whether to send this letter out to you as I do not want to worry or alarm
anyone unnecessarily – we believe the risks are being managed and that the likelihood of
a child finding any unsafe items is very small. That said, however, the fact is that there is
still a chance that a child may see something on the floor that has not been picked up by
our safety and monitoring systems, and so I am writing to ask if you would support us by
having the same discussion in an age appropriate way with your child/children at home
to reinforce the message not to pick anything unusual up, but to report it to an adult
straight away.
I am grateful for your support as always,

Mr Payne
Principal
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