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Monday 11th September, 2017 
Dear Parent/Carers, 
 
Let’s get ready to rumble…!  On Friday 6th October, the children of St. James’ will be visiting Poole 
Park to attempt a set a Guinness World Record for the most plastic bottle boats launched 
simultaneously.  It will be the culmination of a week’s worth of learning focussed on plastic 
pollution, the marine world, science and design, the circular economy, recycling and 
environmental issues but if we are to achieve that goal then we need quite a bit of help – this is 
where you come in!   
 
In order for our record to be accepted by Guinness we require ten stewards, two witnesses and 
two timekeepers (Gulp!).  They will need to be available for the whole day (09:30 – 14:30) and will 
have the option of travelling to and from the park on the bus with the rest of the school or 
alternatively organising their own transport arrangements.  The roles are pretty simple, but 
absolutely crucial to the success of the attempt.  Stewards will count the amount of participants 
partaking in the record attempt using a counting clicker, along with monitoring a group of fifty 
participants (who will be supervised by St James’ staff).  Witnesses will use the counting clickers to 
register and verify the number of participants, but will also need to oversee that all rules are being 
adhered to and perform spot checks throughout the day – rules will all be provided in plenty of 
time.  Timekeepers must have experience in timekeeping, such as through being part of an 
athletics/sporting club or have experience in PE teaching (for example) and will need to be able 
to use a stopwatch to time the event.  All volunteers will fill out standard statement forms at the 
end of the day that will be submitted as evidence.  However, everyone who volunteers will be 
heavily supported and briefed throughout the day, so please do not worry about this! 
 
Crucially, Guinness stipulates that all volunteers must have no affiliation to the school whatsoever.  
This therefore rules out parents, carers and staff with an immediate association with St James’.  
However, if you know of any friends, grandparents or other individuals that would be willing to 
help then please let us know using the form on the next page (with their permission).  If we are 
lucky enough to receive a high level of interest we may not be able to involve everyone who 
volunteers and will inform all applicants in due course as to whether we will be able to make use 
of their generously offered time.  This is a big plea for help – without these individuals we may not 
be able to achieve our goal and our children would lose out on the opportunity to be able to say 
that they were the only people on the planet to hold this Guinness World Record!  Please rack 
your brains and see if you can come up with anyone who could help us! 
 
Thank you in anticipation for your support with this amazing opportunity for the St James’ 
community. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Jeremy Payne                        John Slattery 
Principal                                                      Event coordinator 
 



 
 

 
 
Your name: _____________________   Contact number: ___________________________ 
 
Volunteer’s name: _______________________      Contact number: ________________ 
 
Volunteer’s association to you (how do you know them?):  
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Role they would be interested in (tick all that apply): 
 
     Steward                                     Witness                   Timekeeper (please see below) 
 
If you are interested in acting as a timekeeper, please state any relevant 
experience :  
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 


