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It’s been something of a whirlwind of a 
time in St. James’ over the last couple of 
weeks.  Looking out of the window it is hard 
to believe that this time last week we were 
shut out of school because of the volume 
of snow - but what an opportunity that was!  

We absolutely loved seeing the children 
taking advantage of the opportunities for 
learning and having fun in that rarest of 
weathers and a similar story played out 
at Hooke Court where the Year 4 team 
were brilliant in managing all the various 
complications and opportunities that 
enhanced the uniqueness of our residential.

I’ve sent a parentmail to the Year 4 parents 
to personally thank them for their conduct 
and support for the school while we were 
navigating some tricky circumstances and 
decisions, but I think it is an apt time to 
spread the love a little wider to all of you who 
are trusting the growth and development of 
your children to us.

We are very concious of the responsibility 
we have to get this time of life right for your 
children and I feel priviledged to be leading 
the team of professionals who inhabit 
our school every day.  Their motivation, 
commitment and desire to keep getting 
better, to serve your children and to give 
them experiences that will develop their 
whole character is something that is a bit 
addictive to belong to.

That said, we are humans and we don’t 
always get everything right.  Despite our 
best efforts we can make errors or decisions 
that in hindsight could have been done 

Message from Mr Payne differently.  We know this and are committed 
to learn from all the good times and not so 
good in order to be better and stronger every 
day.  It is at times like these that your support, 
engagement, contribution and challenge 
are all the more important because what we 
all want is the best for your children.

The St. James’ community has always shown 
real strength of character in this area and I 
would llike to thank you all for the way that you 
support us and help us to do the best we can.  
In difficult and challenging circumstances 
the Year 4 parents showed real restraint in 
allowing us to focus on the decisions that had 
to be made at Hooke Court without opening 
a new front with demands on our time for ever 
greater detail and information.  This restraint 
and the kindness and support of all those 
parents when we returned was appreciated.  

The whole team at St. James’ put everything 
into achieving the outcomes for our children 
and it makes a big difference and maintains 
that momentum when we are shown the 
support that you so often give.  We are 
grateful for it on a daily basis - thank you.

I venture to suggest that there should 
probably be a Guinness World Record for 
‘the most supportive parent team of any 
primary school’...  Perhaps we could add that 
to the other Guinness Record we are now the 
proud holders of...  I did mention that, didn’t 
I?  I hope that I haven’t been too subtle in 
sharing the wonderful news that we are all 
now record breakers!

Like I said, it’s been a bonkers couple of 
weeks, I can’t wait to see what’s around the 
next corner.    Mr Payne
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Remaining 2017 / 18 Term Dates

Spring Term:

29th March:   Break up for Easter (1:20pm)

Summer Term:

16th April:    Children Return to School
26th May - 3rd June: Half Term
20th July:    Break up for Summer

PSA 

As per feedback from the parent forum, the PSA are trialling a new meeting time in the 
hope that new / more people will be able to attend.  Numbers are dwindling and we 
really need fresh invigoration and energy.
 
The chair and vice chair positions are still unfilled and new committee members are 
also really wanted.
 
We will be holding the next meeting on Monday 26th March at 3:30pm.  If you are 
attending the meeting and you have to bring in your children a room will be made 
available for them to watch a film.
We will try and keep meeting to approximately 1 hour, but if you need to leave before 
hand please don’t let that stop you coming along.
 
We look forward to seeing you there.
The PSA

Overall Attendance
The current overall attendance figure for the academy is:

 96.37%.  

1st Place

Seal
Attendance: 98.51%

2nd Place

Turtle
Attendance: 98.07%

3rd Place

London
Attendance: 97.76%

Class Attendance champions since the last newsletter:
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Polite Reminders:

Nuts:  Once again, please 
can we remind parents 
that St. James’ is a Nut 
Free Zone.  We have staff 
and children with severe 
allergies and no products 
containing nuts can be 
allowed on site.

Lost Property:  Can we 
please ask that ALL items 
brought into school are 
clearly named, 
especially uniform.  If an 
item is unnamed we have 
no chance of being able 
to return the item to it’s 
owner.  Lost property is 
located in the entrance 
area.  If you’ve lost some-
thing, please come and 
take a look.  Everything 
left at Easter will have to 
be disposed of.

Dogs:  Again, due to staff 
and child allergies, can 
we remind all parents and 
visitors that dogs are not 
permitted on site under 
any circumstances with 
the exception of 
assistance dogs.  

Sports Updates

Cross Country:
The cross country season ended with a relay race, con-
sisting of 4 girls and 4 boys per team, running a lap of 1km 
each.  The overall results were also revealed on Tuesday, 
where the commitment shown from the runners certainly 
paid off. Our girls’ team came in 3rd place, and our overall 
placing was 4th. One individual runner also came 3rd in the 
girls’ event, beating over 90 girls!

Netball:
In January, our netballers took part in a tournament at BSG.  
After a winning start in the qualifiers we were delighted to 
find out that we were through to the semi finals!  Despite a 
valiant effort the opposing team were victorious.  St. James 
went on to play in the third place play-off which we won 
5-3 to come in third.  Well done girls!

Orienteering:
Year 5 have been lucky enough to enjoy a 6 week session 
of orienteering, where they have learnt the skills of map 
reading, setting compass points and understanding map 
keys.  All this hard work resulted in an exciting orienteering 
competition at Kings Park on the Thursday morning before 
half term led by Mr Falconer.

He set up control points around the park and each pair of 
children were given a ‘dibber’ to wear on their finger.  On 
reading the map correctly, the children then set off to find 
each point as quickly as they could, returning to Mr Falcon-
er to receive their timings.  This proved to be very exciting 
and lots of competitive rivalry developed between the 
classes.

By the end of the course, the children had run a distance of 
1.5km!

After School Clubs

With the brilliant uptake and enthusiasm shown for our after school clubs this term, we 
are busy finalising the timetable for next term.  Before the end of term you’ll see a new 
timetable on the website.  Click on the club of your choice and you’ll be magically 
transported to a letter and permission slip.  Simply print out, fill in and return and we’ll 
sort everything in the first week of next term and fun can continue.  As with this term, 
all clubs will need to be re-applied for and priority will be given to those children that 
didn’t get a place last term.  We are hoping to add these permission slips to parent-
mail in the near future.  Bear with us!  It’s still a work in progress.



Year Group Updates:
Reception:
Next term we’ll be boarding for our Pirates Project, we’ll be doing stories and 
rhymes, walking the plank, having fun with water play  and making all manner of 
Pirate based items, such as telescopes, binoculars, and sea based collages.  All 
aboard!

Year 1
You will be receiving an invite from your children to our project outcome which will 
be an informal celebration Tea Party on Thursday 22nd March at 2:30 pm which 
parents are invited to attend. It is a chance for your child to show you their story 
they have written about an animal and to look around the classroom. If you are 
able to bring small cakes, biscuits or crisps to contribute to the party food, please 
bring them in the morning. 

Year 2
Our new project for this half term is ‘Roots and Shoots. This will focus on exploring 
different artists and styles of art, such as natural sculptures. We will also have a 
Science focus where we will be learning what plants need in order to survive and 
growing our own bean plants. We will measure them each week to see how quickly 
they grow

Year 3
Our new project is Carnival of the Animals. Throughout this project, the children are 
working towards creating their own carnival through the art of singing, dancing, 
music and drama. We look forward to sharing this with you on:

Wednesday 28th March at 10:00am

During our project lessons this week, we will develop our understanding of pitch and 
dynamics whilst listening to a story told through music called, ‘Peter and the Wolf’.

Year 4
After an eventful trip to Hooke Court, we will be continuing our exciting new project 
‘Walk like an Egyptian’ where we will be studying all aspects of Ancient Egypt. This 
week we will be exploring the mummification process. We will find out about Egyp-
tian gods, the pharaohs and how archaeologist have been studying life in ancient 
Egypt.

Year 5
In English, we will be continuing our film narrative work.  The children have been set 
a 4 week task; to create their own film including characters, settings and an extract 
of script based on The Croods.  This week the children will be creating their own 
settings for their film.

Your child will have spellings to learn this week, which are highlighted within their 
home/school book.  Please ensure they check these.  We will also continue to test 
the children on random spellings that are in their home/school book too.
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Dates for your Diary
(in case you hadn’t yet noticed, there is now also a calendar on our school website with all of this information on as well.... given the 
advance planning for some of these events, it is possible that there may be some changes to the schedule.  The academy ‘Events’ 

calendar on the website will be the most up to date place to check if anything changes.)
March 2018
10th March (Sat) Primary Schools Swimming Gala
12th March  Year 6 SATs Information Evening (15.30)
14th March  Marwell Zoo Trip - Year 1
14th March  STEPS Road Safety
15th March  London Class Worship
15th March  Parent Forum Meeting (15.30)
16th March  Mufti for Malawi - Details to Follow
19th March  Year 6 Fossil Art Workshop
21st March  Bags to School Collection
21st March  Shark Class Worship
21st March  Year 6 Fossil Art Workshop
22nd March  Sport Relief Mile
22nd March  Year 1 Project Outcome (14:30)
23rd March  PSA Discos and Mufti Day
26th March  Year 5 Project Outcome (14:30)
26th March  PSA Committee Meeting - New Time of 15:30
28th March  Rome Class Worship
28th March  Year 3 Project Outcome (10:00)
29th March  Break up for Easter (1:20pm)

April 2018
17th April  Phonics Workshop (YR & Y1)

May 2018
3rd May  Paris Class Worship
14th - 18th May KS2 SATs Tests
15th May  Peter Thompson leaves to run the Tour de France!
21st - 24th May KS1 SATs Tests
25th May  PSA Mufti Day
25th May   Break up for Half Term

Year 6:
Despite a fabulously fun snow day, we have been continuing our project work on dino-
saurs and exploring dinosaur adaptions. This week, we will be exploring where the dino-
saurs lived and how we can find out about them from the bones that have been found in 
various parts of the world.

Project Homework for this half term has now been set, please find the homework sheet 
in ‘Related Learning’ on our Year Group page. Please ensure your child brings in their 
homework, to be presented ,within class,throughout the week commencing Monday 
26th March 2018.

We will be holding a SATs information presentation on MONDAY 12th MARCH at 3.30pm 
to enable you to understand a little more about the process, our expectations and the 
test week itself.

Road Closure
Just a reminder that the junction of Clarence Park Road and Christchurch Road will be 
closed for four weeks from Monday.  Please plan your journey and parking preferences 
accordingly!


