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Sometimes I find it tricky to decide 
what to write about in the newslettter 
openers, but this week it’s been a bit of 
an easier task - how could I dedicate 
my column to anything other than 
the chicks?

Alan, Brenda, Colin, Doris, Egbert, 
Freda, Gordon and, sadly, our recently 
deceased Hilda have brought us 
suspense, anxiety, intrigue, curiosity, 
grief, happiness, surprise and delight 
over the last two weeks and as I 
merrily type away on the keyboard, 
their little chirping is all too evident.

We have become so entranced by 
the little fluff balls that we have, rather 
easily and without too much fight, 
agreed to the children’s repeated 
requests and we have decided to 
keep them as a part of our community.  
This means that for the next six weeks 
they will be living in the office with me 
while we prepare a coop outside and 
work out how the children are going 
to take on responsibility for helping to 
raise them.

Who knows, we may soon be having 
a roaring trade in freshly laid eggs 
from the office...!

Particularly at this time of year it has 
been thoroughly engaging and 
absorbing to watch these new little 
lives develop - a perfect companion to 
the Easter story and all our discussions 
about birth, death and hope.

Message from Mr Payne We obviously have some practical 
issues to resolve in order to be fully 
prepared for our new friends, and one 
of them is finding a supplier of sawdust 
- if any of you happen to have access 
to a ready supply of wood shavings we 
would be keen to hear from you...!

We are hoping that once the dust 
settles and we acclimatise ourselves 
to being responsible for these new 
members of St. James’ we will branch 
out and expand our animal kingdom.  
I believe that we have much to learn 
from having other creatures to care 
about, nurture, understand and take 
responsibility over and I am very 
hopeful that this fantastic couple of 
weeks will be the start of an engaging 
new chapter of learning for us all.

While we are welcoming some new 
characters to the fold, however, we 
are saying goodbye to someone who 
is more established amongst us.  Mrs 
Gwynfryn-Evans (or Mrs G-E as she is 
known to everyone here) has been 
a valuable member of our team and 
made a difference to a great number 
of children with her work in class and 
in the sunshine room.  She set up our 
fantastic Sensory Circuits provision that 
has been of great benefit to a whole 
host of individuals and we are very 
sorry to be saying goodbye to her.  
Thank you, Mrs GE, for all you have 
contributed to our school.

To everyone else, I wish you a wonderful 
Easter and we look forward to another 
cracking summer of learning ahead.
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Remaining 2017 / 18 Term Dates

Spring Term:

29th March:   Break up for Easter (1:20pm)

Summer Term:

16th April:    Children Return to School
26th May - 3rd June: Half Term
20th July:    Break up for Summer

Defribrillator 

Thanks to the Tesco “Bags of Help” scheme (those little blue disks you get when you 
use your own bags in store) we now have a Defibrillator in school.  

We’ve actually had it a number of weeks but we wanted to ensure that staff had 
undergone the training before we made an official announcement.

Obvioulsy it’s something that we hope we’ll never have to use, but in the unlikley 
event that a child (or adult) in school suffers a cardiac event, having this peice of 
equipment within yards at all times increases the chances of a positive outcome by 
nearly 80%.

We have 12 staff fully trained and accredited to use the machine, but the great 
thing about it is that anyone can use it if the need arises.  We had a demo during our 
training and the machine talks you through the entire process!

If you’d like to know more about the campaign to get a defib in every school please 
see: http://theoliverkingfoundation.co.uk/

Overall Attendance
The current overall attendance figure for the academy is:

 96.37%.  

1st Place

Seal
Attendance: 98.51%

2nd Place

Turtle
Attendance: 98.07%

3rd Place

London
Attendance: 97.76%

Class Attendance champions since the last newsletter:
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Polite Reminders:

Lost Property: 
Just a reminder that any 
unnamed lost property 
not claimed by the end 
of term will be disposed of 
over the Easter break.  

Dogs:  Again, due to staff 
and child allergies, can 
we remind all parents and 
visitors that dogs are not 
permitted on site under 
any circumstances with 
the exception of 
assistance dogs.  

Sports Updates
Swimming
On Saturday 10th March St.James’ entered the 
Bournemouth Primary school swimming gala competing 
against  23 other schools from Bournemouth.

Holly won her Year 6 girl’s 50m backstroke and there 
were relay successes for the girl’s Year 5 medley relay 
team of Laras, Rhianna, Jemima and Sarah, and also the 
Year 6 girl’s freestyle relay team of Holly, Sienna, Esme 
and Poppy, additionally the Year 6 girl’s medley relay 
team of Esme, Jess, Holly and Sienna.

All are crowned Town champions and we are extremely 
proud of you all.

A special mention must go to the Year 6 boy’s swim 
team, who were made up mainly of volunteers who 
wanted to represent the school. Harry, Ben, Dan and 
Hugo. However, Hugo got an injury on the day of the 
gala and Lucas stepped in to help the team. To his cred-
it, Hugo came along to show his support – a gesture 
worth noting on a Saturday night (thanks to Mum too).

A big thank you to Mrs Garel-Jones and Mrs Stonier for 
volunteering to help our children for 5 hours on a Satur-
day.

Sport Relief Daily Mile

On Thursday the whole school was moved (temporarily) 
to Kings Park to run, jog or walk a mile (4 laps around the 
track).  Eveyone managed to get through it brilliantly with 
many going on long past the mile mark!  In addition we 
raised a fantatsic £262.92 for Sport Relief.  Many thanks to 
all the parents who helped out with the logistics of mov-
ing 420 children throughout the morning and to those 
who cheered on the day.

After School Clubs

With the brilliant uptake and enthusiasm shown for our after school clubs this term, we 
have now finalised the timetable for next term.  These are being parentmailed out and 
you can also see the new timetables on the website.  Click on the club of your choice 
and you’ll be magically transported to a letter and permission slip.  Simply print out, fill 
in and return and we’ll sort everything in the first week of next term and the fun can 
continue.  As with this term, all clubs will need to be re-applied for and priority will be 
given to those children that didn’t get a place last term.  We are also sending out a 
Parentmail form that allows you to apply for clubs for your child/ren online so you don;t 
have to print everything if you don’t want to.  Progress!



Year Group Updates:
Reception:
Wow what an incredibly exciting week we have had in Reception! We have all fallen 
in love with our chicks and the children have been absolutely enthralled with watching 
them hatch and grow. We have been bowled over by the writing that children have 
produced all about the chicks and are so pleased with how well they are helping to 
take care of them. We have been learning the story of the little red hen, made story 
maps, and even made bread just like the little red hen did in the story

Year 1
Thank you so much to everyone that was able to attend our tea party last week after-
noon. The children were so excited to show you their stories and very much enjoyed 
eating all the amazing food that was provided. Thank you so much for all your contribu-
tions and support.

Year 2
Last week In RE the children enjoyed going on a springtime walk to look for signs that 
Easter is approaching. We had the opportunity to go into church and explore key events 
that took place in the Easter story and Reverend John talked to the children about why 
we celebrate Easter. We continued to explore the Easter story back in the classroom us-
ing drama techniques and the philosophy for children approach. The children did some 
super writing and were able to discuss the happy and sad parts of the story

Year 3
This week, we will be putting together the final preparations for our outcome. The chil-
dren will be using their artistic skills to decorate their animal masks and teamwork skills to 
perfect their animal inspired plays.

As a treat for their hard work during test week, we will be doing some Easter inspired 
Maths and English activities as well.

Year 4
In English this week children will be writing up our instructional texts on how to mummify 
a body ready for display!
We will be continuing our exciting new project ‘Walk like an Egyptian’ where we will be 
studying all aspects of Ancient Egypt. This week we will be looking at the geography of 
the region, identifying where and how the great pyramids were built.

Year 5

In English, we will be looking at performance poetry.  

We are lucky enough to be having a guest speaker coming in to share some Michael 
Rosen poetry with the children.  The children will then be creating their own poems 
which they can then perform to the class, if they wish.
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Dates for your Diary
(in case you hadn’t yet noticed, there is now also a calendar on our school website with all of this information on as well.... given the 
advance planning for some of these events, it is possible that there may be some changes to the schedule.  The academy ‘Events’ 

calendar on the website will be the most up to date place to check if anything changes.)

March 2018
29th March  Break up for Easter (1:20pm)

April 2018
16th April  Return for Summer Term
17th April  Phonics Workshop (YR & Y1) (15:30 & 17:30)
18th April  Treehouse Theatre (Y2)
18th April  Year 3 Beach Trip
18th April  Peter Thompson Competition Deadline
23rd April  AFCB Community Trust (Y4)
25th April   Year R Informal Drop in parents sharing evening (15.15 - 17.15)
30th April  AFCB Community Trust (Y5)

May 2018
2nd May  PSA Film club after school
3rd May  Paris Class Worship
11th May  Peter Thompson Assembly
14th - 18th May KS2 SATs Tests
15th May  Peter Thompson leaves to run the Tour de France!
16th May  Year 5 Beach trip day
23rd May  Durdle Door Trip (Y3)
24th May  Year 5 Project Outcome
25th May  PSA Mufti Day
25th May   Break up for Half Term

June 2018
6th June  Madrid class worship
21st June  Sports Day

 

Year 6:

On Wednesday we are having a visit from Ros Birch, the Education Outreach Officer for the 
Houses of Parliament which will be a fantastic opportunity to learn about politics and democ-
racy from a real expert. This will also be some great preparation for a future exciting project 
which is coming up… watch this space!

We are looking forward to seeing the project homework which has been undertaken at home.  
We will be setting up a dinosaur exhibit centre in the classrooms on Monday for the children to 
share their work with us and each other.

On Tuesday, we will be reaching the conclusion of our orienteering course with a grand com-
petition at Kings Park.

Slimming World:  We now have a Slimming World group hiring the hall on a Saturday 
morning.  If you’d like any more details please see their website or the leaflets that should 
have been in your child’s book bag.


