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Over the last three weeks we have had the enormous privilege of hosting 
Paddy and his mum Gemma while they delivered a practical, engaging and 
exceptional workshop where the children got to know Paddy and understand 
how he lives his life.  One of the most important messages that we learned 
was that although Paddy looks different, behaves differently and is physicaly 
different, he still enjoys all the things we enjoy and he still does all the things we 
do - he just does them differently.
  
‘Differently able’, not ‘Disabled’.  A part of the same community and just as 
important and valuable as all of us are.  We talk all the time to the children about 
how we are each individual but also very much the same.  That everyone has 
needs that require the support and care of others - some of these are obvious 
and some are very, very hidden or unnoticed.   I think we have all been asked 
to question ourselves over the last weeks as Paddy has spent time with every 
class in school.  How did we feel when we first saw him in our school hall during 
worship, and how do we feel now 
that we have had a chance to 
meet and get to know him?

Will we be more accepting of the 
differences we see in each other 
now?  Will we look beyond the 
surface and see the person inside 
more than we might have done 
before?  

I hope so, and I am extremely 
grateful to Paddy and Gemma for 
giving us the chance to ask those 
questions.  

Have a great half term everyone.

Message from Mr Payne
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Remaining 2017 / 18 Term Dates

Summer Term:

26th May - 3rd June: Half Term
20th July:    Break up for Summer!

Chick Update!
Following Mr Payne’s last update confirming that we are keeping the chicks, our chicken 
coop has been built in the Pond Area.  We are all glad (especially Mr Payne!) to have 
them out of the office and scratching around in their new home!

We’d like to extend a huge thankyou to Sydenhams for providing the majority of the 
building materials for this epic construction project.  Now if Mr Broyd can find the time to 
put everything together we’ll be in business!

Some of our year 6 children have been analysing the costs and potential returns (based 
on estimated egg production!) and we even have “Chicken Monitors” for the inevitable 
cleaning, feeding and watering of our feathery friends.  

Overall Attendance
The current overall attendance figure for the academy is:

 96.34%

1st Place

Seal
Attendance: 98.26%

2nd Place

Rome
Attendance: 98.04%

3rd Place

Washington
Attendance: 97.84%

Class Attendance champions since the last newsletter:

Attendance and Punctuality
We missed our attendance target of 97% last year and it is an area that we will be focussing on more in the 

future.  We are currently working closely with Bournemouth’s Educational Welfare Officer to improve our 

systems for monitoring and responding to attendance issues.  Our investigations arel centering around dis-

cussion and support to try and resolve factors that may be leading to lateness of missed days of school, but 

ultimately we will be looking at the possibility of introducing fines for those with persistant absence that is not 

improving.  School opens at 8.30am every day - it should be everyone’s ambition to be here for when the 

doors open so that all children have the best chance to settle and get ready for the day.  Please don’t aim 

to get here later than 8.30am if possible.
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Polite Reminders and 
Admin Updates:

Parentmail:
We are still moving to-
wards using the on-line 
forms within parentmail to 
gather permissions for all 
trips and clubs.  This is an 
on-going process, but you 
can help by downloading 
the parentmail app.  This 
not only makes things eas-
ier for you to respond, but 
also helps us when sorting 
the responses.  Available 
from both the Apple App 
Store and Android Play 
Store.

GDPR
You’ll no doubt have seen 
these four letters on the 
news and in the media.  
The short version is that 
data protection laws are 
being updated to include 
the vast changes in tech-
nology since they were 
last reviewed.  What this 
means for you is that you 
may be receiving some 
requests from us in school 
to update your details and 
give explicit consent for us 
to keep that information 
in school.  Please can we 
ask that they are returned 
promptly so we can en-
sure we are compliant.

Sports Updates
There was success at the Year 4 Swimming Gala 
last month, where the boys relay team achieved a 
bronze medal and Lucas won himself a gold med-
al in the breaststroke. The first league of our sum-
mer athletics competition Quad Kids was also full 
of success, with both the boys and girls Year 5/6 
teams coming in 2nd place out of 18 schools!

Reception:
This half term has been another really busy one in Recep-
tion. We started off the term with our Roots, shoots and bug-
gy boots topic learning all about planting, insects and Jack 
and the beanstalk. Everyone planted sunflowers, beans and 
we learnt all about the parts of a flower.
For the lastt 3 weeks we have been going ‘Into the woods’ 
with our magical fairytale topic. We were learning lots of 
different fairytales and even having a go at writing our own. 
We had a great time on our Moors Valley trip where we 
went on fairytale trails around the park. 

Year Group Updates: 
EYFS / KS1

Year 1
We have continued our project this week, ‘How does your 
garden grow?’. The home learning for this can be found 
on the website. The project will cover science, particularly 
around plants, their life cycle and how they grow but the 
children will also look at food, healthy eating and will make 
a fruit salad for their Year 6 buddy.

In project this week we were doing some junk modelling to 
create a 3D garden on our display board. 

Year 2
What a fun start we have had to the summer term! We 
‘kicked’ off our Once Upon a Time project with a visit from 
the Treehouse Theatre Company. The children loved dress-
ing up and pretending to be different characters. Since 
this visit, the children have been totally immersed in writing 
their own fairy tales based around the concept of The Three 
Little Pigs. We have been incredibly proud of the children’s 
writing outcomes. They have shown what enthusiastic and 
creative writers they are. We definitely have some budding 
authors in the midst!

Signing In / Out

Please be aware that go-
ing forward all signing in & 
out of children (including 
late children) will be done 
by the office staff.  Please 
can we ask that you don’t 
do this yourself.  This is due 
to changes in legislation.



Year Group Updates: KS2
Year 3
Our English lessons have been focused on non-fiction writing. We have been learning 
how to write a non-chronological report about volcanoes. We have been hooked into 
our volcanoes learning with an explosive experiment. We then used this to inspire our en-
thusiasm for researching the subject so that we have plenty of knowledge about volca-
noes before we wrote about them. 

During our maths lessons, we have been revisiting fractions. The children were exposed 
to practical, pictorial and abstract examples of fractions to develop their understanding. 
We have been revisiting all areas of the fractions curriculum including:

  Equivalent fractions
  Adding and subtracting fractions
  Finding fractions of amounts
  Recognising what happens when you divide a number into tenths.
  Comparing and ordering fractions
  Solving problems involving fractions

Year 4
We have been continuing our new project called ‘Space Invaders’ where the children 
were designing, coding and testing their very own space themed computer games on a 
piece of software called Scratch. Children learnt how to write various codes in order to 
move objects around a screen using different keyboard commands. Please feel free to 
download this excellent, free software yourself and having a practise at home!

Year 5
In English, we were exploring our journalistic skills and writing our own news reports all 
about being stranded on a deserted Island!

In Maths, we were revisiting objectives taught about angles and then applying these to 
angle puzzles. Please see the ‘My Maths’ homework set to support this learning.

In Guided Reading, we were continuing reading Kensuke’s Kingdom and the children 
will have a chance to complete a number of activities related to this text

Year 6:
We’ve have had a really busy few weeks building up to SATs. We’ve been revising every 
single topic going and were really fired up to do our absolute best during SATs week. Mrs 
Dodd and Miss Brennan are already incredibly proud, whatever the outcome.
In between all that English and Maths, we have managed to do some fascinating sci-
ence finding out all about the working of the heart, blood vessels and the whole circu-
latory system. We had a fun time experimenting with Cheerios, marshmallows and food 
colouring which makes a surprisingly effective blood sample! 
We had a great time at the beach to celebrate the end of tests and to a busy term 
ahead with lots of exciting educational projects to fill our final term at St James.
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Dates for your Diary
(in case you hadn’t yet noticed, there is now also a calendar on our school website with all of this information on as well.... given the 
advance planning for some of these events, it is possible that there may be some changes to the schedule.  The academy ‘Events’ 

calendar on the website will be the most up to date place to check if anything changes.)

June 2018
4th June  KS2 Part Political Presentations
Tues from 5th June AFCB Primary Stars (Y5&6)
6th June  Madrid class worship
6th June   Class Photos
7th June  KS2 TV Election Debate & Vote in School Elections
7th June  Town Sports - Hurdles & Relay Qualifying
8th June  Toys & Books Donations (Under the Tree!)
8th June   Year 1 Library Trip
11th June  PSA Meeting (3:30pm)
11th - 15th June Phonics Screening Week
13th June  New Reception Children Parents’ Evening
14th June   Town Sports
15th June  Cakes & Plants Donations (Under the Tree)
15th June  PSA Father’s Day Gifts Sale
16th June (Sat) Summer Fayre!
16th June (Sat) County Swimming Gala (Littledown)
18th June  Year 5 Parents Talk: Applications to Secondary School
20th June  Quad Kids County Finals
21st June  Sports Day
27th June  Global PBBC World Record Attempt
29th June  School Discos (YR - Y5)

July 2018
2nd July   New Reception Intake - Stay and Play
2nd July  Music Concert Evening (6pm)
3rd July  Year 6 Priory Church Leavers Service
4th July  Year 6 Transition Taster Day
4th & 5th July  Parents’ Evening (YR - Y5)
9th July   New Reception Intake - Stay and Play
9th - 13th July Life Eduction Bus
10th July  Year 6 Parents’ Evening
11th & 12th July Year 6 Production
12th July   Parents’ Evening (Y6)
16th July  Year 6 Leavers’ Disco
18th July  Year R to 5 Transition Afternoon
19th July   Year 6 Leavers’ Presentation Evening
20th July  School’s Out for Summer!

 

Vacancy
We are currently recruiting for a Clerk to the Governing Body.

Please see our website under http://www.stjamescebournemouth.com/
clerk-to-governors for more details



 

Mini First Aid Classes are for parents,
grandparents and carers of
babies and young children.

 

The 2 hour class covers;
Choking,

CPR, Bleeding
Bumps, Breaks and Burns,

Febrile Convulsions
& Meningitis Awareness.

 

Attend a scheduled class or book a
private class with a group of friends.

Just £20 per person.
 

For more information and class dates:
Call - Sue on 07890 400461

Email - sue@minifirstaid.co.uk
Visit - www.dorset.minifirstaid.co.uk

Please ‘like’ our Facebook page to be kept up to
date on all classes and paediatric first aid advice on

www.facebook.com/minifirstaiddorset and don’t
forget to forward this email on to anyone else who

may be interested.
 
 



St. James’ CE
Primary Academy

Term Dates 2018 - 2019
AUTUMN TERM 2018

Inset Day Monday 3rd September
Inset Day Tuesday 4th September
First Day Wednesday 5th September
Half Term 22nd – 26th October
Inset Day Monday 29th October
Last Day Friday 21st December (1:20 Finish)

SPRING TERM 2019

Inset Day Monday 7th January
First Day Tuesday 8th January
Half Term 18th - 22nd February
Last Day Friday 5th April (1:20 Finish)

SUMMER TERM 2019

First Day Tuesday 23rd April
Bank Holiday Monday 6th May
Half Term 27th – 31st May
Last Day Tuesday 23rd July (1:20 Finish)

One further Inset day to still be announced.


