
  

 
YOUNG JOURNALIST ACADEMY 

 
What is this about? 
The Young Journalist Academy is currently working on a project funded by Education Endowment Foundation and the 
Royal Society of the Arts, exploring whether and how their programme helps to improve outcomes in writing for the 
children in the schools where they work.  The effectiveness of the project will be researched by a team from UCL 
Institute of Education and the Behavioural Insights Team (the “evaluation team”). This research has been reviewed and 
approved by the research ethics committee of UCL Institute of Education. 
 
What will the project look like? 
The project is investigating the effect of the Young Journalist Academy programme, run by a team from Paradigm Arts 
and c1media (the “project team”), which will work in schools to delivery their usual programme designed to encourage 
young people to engage with news and current affairs by creating their own School Newsroom, media literacy projects 
and working across school departments. This opportunity enables schools to work with industry trained broadcast 
journalists and other professionals to train students and staff in all aspects of broadcast journalism. These include 
writing, producing, filming and recording. 
 
We plan to work with 100 primary schools, particularly their Year 5 classes during 2018-19. ‘Intervention’ schools (see 
below) will participate in Young Journalist Academy’s usual programme for a reduced price during this first year. You can 
find out more about Young Journalist Academy from http://youngjournalistacademy.com/about/. 
 
What are ‘intervention’ and ‘comparison’ schools? 
An important element of these EEF projects is that schools are randomly chosen either to be in the intervention group, 
who will receive the training this year, or a comparison group, who contribute to the data required for comparison (and 
might choose to do the training in future). 
 
Whether your child’s teacher will receive the training this year (‘intervention’ schools) or not (‘comparison schools’) will 
be randomly decided by evaluators from UCL Institute of Education and the Behavioural Insights Team to help them 
understand how effective the training has been. If your child’s teacher does not receive the training this year, they will 
receive a payment that will allow them to take part in Young Journalist Academy in future years (or for other purposes, if 
they prefer). 
 
What does this mean for me as a parent? 
As part of measuring the success of this training programme, your child will be asked to complete a writing test and 
survey during their normal classes towards the end of the school year. This will take about half an hour. We are doing 
this test for the purposes of the research project, to help us understand if the Young Journalist Academy programme 
helps children like yours with their writing. We will also obtain your child’s UPN (Unique Pupil Number) to allow longer 
term understanding of whether this writing programme worked. We will then save this information in a data format that 
will prevent anyone from identifying your child. 
 
This data will then by linked with the National Pupil Database (held by the Department for Education, part of the UK 
government) and shared with the project team, the Department for Education, the Education Endowment Foundation 
(EEF, who are funding this research), EEF’s data contractor FFT Education and kept in an anonymised form in the UK Data 
Archive. No information that can identify individual children will be made available to anyone outside these teams and 
your child’s school. This data will be kept securely under password protection. We will not use your child’s name or the 
name of the school in any report arising from the research, and no information that could otherwise identify your child 
will be made public.  
 
Although we think this project will benefit your child and that they will enjoy being part of it, you have the right to ask us 
not to use your child’s data in this way. Please see the letter that came with this information sheet or contact your child’s 
class teacher.  If you have any concerns and would like to know more, or if you have any questions, please contact Louise 
Jones at the Behavioural Insights Team by email at louise.jones@bi.team or by telephone on 07804494899. 


