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2nd November 2018
Dear Parents and Carers,
Over the course of this year, we are aspiring to continue to grow the already strong relationship
between our community and academy by increasing the involvement of parents and carers
within the school. In particular, we are hoping to raise the profile of our adult helpers who support
the learning of children during school hours and would like to encourage anyone interested in this
role to become part of our team.
A growing body of research has shown that successful parent/adult involvement in schools can
significantly improve not only student behaviour and attendance but also positively influence
students’ achievement. We passionately believe that additional adult intervention can make a
great difference to a child, both in terms of their attainment and progress and, as importantly,
their well-being.
This half term we are aiming to drive this belief forward by asking for as many adult helpers as
possible to develop the learning in our school. By no means are we asking for this to be a big
commitment; even if you are available for twenty minutes once a fortnight this will still be most
welcome. Having said this, the more you can offer the merrier! Neither does this need to
necessarily be related to reading, we would welcome specific skills sets in either writing or
mathematics (or indeed other areas of the curriculum). Any time you can give up really will be
appreciated and make a difference.
Furthermore, we are actively seeking to ‘adopt’ the elderly members of the community into the St.
James’ family. We would like to welcome the older generation into our academy to work with the
children in all sorts of ways; be it reading, writing or maths work, arts and crafts, design and
technology, or even just talking and sharing stories with some children in order to boost their
confidence. Our aim is to utilise their incredible life skills, experiences and passions to inspire our
generation of young learners. This can be on a weekly basis or less frequently, the school is flexible
in facilitating this opportunity. It is our strong belief that both children and adults alike will gain so
much from the experience. Please pass this message on to anyone you know who will be of
interest and ask them to get in touch with Mr Slattery or Mrs Gibson via the school office or email
below.
On Wednesday 7th November at 15:30, Mr Slattery will be running a workshop for anyone who is
interested in becoming a volunteer. In this, he will be discussing the role of an adult helper and
some reading strategies to help our children learn. There will be an opportunity for any questions
regarding the role to be answered and a sign-up sheet for anyone willing to offer their support.
Please indicate below if you would like to come to this meeting, along with any specific areas of
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interests you may have. If you are unable to come but would still like to offer your support, please
also state below.
In the meantime, please email any questions or comments to Mr Slattery through
john.slattery@stjamescebournemouth.com, or alternatively contact the school office.
Thank you in advance for your support with this exciting initiative, we look forward to welcoming
you into the St James’ community!
Yours sincerely,
Mr Slattery

Your name: ________________________________________________________
I will be attending the parent workshop on Wednesday 7th November.
I am unable to attend the parent workshop but still would like to become an adult helper. My
details are:
Email: ___________________________________

Phone number: _____________________________

I would specifically like to support this area of the curriculum: __________________________________
(Leave blank if you are willing to help across core subjects)
I would be available to help on these day(s):
__ Monday

__ Tuesday __Wednesday

__ Thursday

__ Friday

between these times: __________________________________
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