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Back in the early 1960s, so the story goes, 
President John F. Kennedy was visiting NASA 
as the space program really got under way.  
While walking the corridors he saw a cleaner 
and engaged her in conversation - ‘what is 
your job here?’ he asked her.  ‘Sir,’ came her 
reply, ‘I’m helping to put a man on the moon’.

I love this anecdote because it speaks to the 
core of what you would wish for for any 
organisation, that everyone who works there 
shares a passion and commitment for the 
same outcomes, and that everyone knows the 
importance of the role they play and their part 
in the success (or otherwise) of that 
organisation’s ambitions.

I believe that St. James’ is just such an 
organisation, where the staff, children and 
wider community all share the same ambition 
to give our children an engaging start to life 
and fill them with the skills that they will need 
to go on out into the world and achieve what 
they are capable of.  I feel very fortunate and 
lucky to be working here.

Over the Christmas holiday, I and my family 
received some personally devastating news 
with the sudden and unexpected passing of 
our best friend.  As anyone who has 
experienced such grief knows, it seems like the 
world stops in its tracks while all around you life 
bustles on in a blur.

I share this news with you for three reasons: to 
thank, to apologise and to reflect.  I would like 
to thank all my colleagues who have offered 
support at this difficult time.  We are very much 
a human organisation and we are at our best 
when we understand that we are a network 
of individuals who come together and build 
strength through our connections and support 
of one another.  I have very much 

appreciated the quiet understanding of every-
one and their kindness.

My apology is to you in the community for my 
absence on the gate at the start and end 
of the day since the beginning of term (‘we 
didn’t even notice you weren’t there’ I hear 
the collective response!).  For a while I’ve felt 
it was wise to keep a lower profile to prevent 
the awkward situation of becoming emotional 
publicly which wouldn’t have helped anyone.  
Normal service will be resuming next week.

Finally, a reflection.  My friend Gaz was a 
teacher.  He was one of the best teachers I 
have had the privilege of knowing 
throughout my career and he made a 
difference to children’s lives that was evident 
in the strength of the reflections and tributes 
that we received from those who he taught 
and are now grown up, and parents of childen 
who have recently been in his class.

Coming back to work has been hard, but it’s 
been made significantly easier knowing that 
our workplace is filled with the laughter, 
perseverance, challenge, joy and sometimes 
tears of our fantastic young learners.

Although we are unable to say that our role 
is to help put a man on the moon, we are 
lucky enough to be in a professison where we 
can say that we are helping to give the next 
generation direction and purpose, to try and 
shape opportunities that will enable them to 
prosper and thrive.  At St. James’, our children 
are open, engaged and curious.  They are an 
optimistic lens through which we can see the 
character of the generation who will take over 
from us.  Even in dark times, reminding yourself  
that they are the future is a good way of 
making you feel better about the world.

Message from Mr Payne
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Overall Attendance
The current overall attendance figure for the academy is:

96.88%

1st Place

Paris
Attendance: 98.49%

2nd Place

Stingray
Attendance: 97.51%

3rd Place

Shark
Attendance: 97.22%

Attendance and Punctuality

We missed our attendance target of 97% last year so this is an area that we will be 
focussing on more in the future.  We are currently working closely with Bournemouth’s 

Educational Welfare Officer to improve our systems for monitoring and responding 
to attendance issues.  School opens at 8.30am every day - it should be everyone’s 

ambition to be here for when the doors open so that all children have the best chance 
to settle and get ready for the day.  

Please aim to get here at 8.30am if possible.
Our Family Support Worker, Mrs Goode, will be on the door most mornings signing late 

children in.  She will be speaking with families individually to determine what support we 
can offer in response to attendance issues and lateness.

Class Attendance Champions since the last newsletter

Come and join the St. James’ Family!
This year, we are actively seeking to ‘adopt’ the elderly members of the 
community into the St. James’ family.  We would like to welcome the older generation 
into our academy to work with the children in all sorts of ways; be it reading, writing or 
maths work, arts and crafts, design and technology, or even just talking and sharing 
stories with some children in order to boost their confidence.  Our aim is to utilise their 
incredible life skills, experiences and passions to inspire our generation of young 
learners.  This can be on a weekly basis or less frequently, the school is flexible in 
facilitating this opportunity.  It is our strong belief that both children and adults alike 
will gain so much from the experience.  

We would be happy to run a ‘taster session’ for volunteers to come in for an afternoon 
and see how they fare before committing to any further dates.  If you are interested in 
joining our team, or know anyone who might be, please feel free to speak to Mr Slattery 
or email him at john.slattery@stjamescebournemouth.com.  Alternatively, please ring 
the school office on 01202 426696.  
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Polite Reminders and 
Admin Updates:

Absences:
Please call, email, or 
send a parentmail by 
9.30am, at the latest, 
each day of your child’s 
absence with the reason.

Names in Clothes:  
Please could we ask that 
every piece of clothing 
or kit, including coats, 
that your child brings to 
school is named.  We will 
then ensure that it gets 
back to them as soon as 
possible.  

Letterbox:
To help ease the office 
congestion in the 
mornings and afternoons, 
could we please remind 
parents to use the 
letterbox to drop forms 
and payments off. 
Thank you.

Drop-in coffee morning
Every Monday morning we are hosting a drop-in coffee morning for St. James’ parents. 
Come and have a drink, a chat and meet other parents!
 
Come and see us if you would like to talk about parenting (the wins and the
harder stuff!), special educational needs, family dynamics, family admin (form-filling 
and dealing with official departments) or any other areas of life that you just want to 
chat through. Or just come in and get to know us and have a drink at the beginning 
of the week!   Every Monday: 8.45am – 9.30am. 

Peace Garden
Please continue to 
respect our Peace 
Garden so that everyone 
can enjoy it. 
We would ask that you 
encourage your children 
not to play on the 
gravestones and to stay 
out of the planted beds. 
Thank you.

Clingan’s Trust Charity (No.307085)
We would like to bring to your attention the 
Clingan’s Trust Charity for parents/careers 
who might require help with funding 
for school trips.

Details can be found on their website 
www.clinganstrust.co.uk

Use of Scooters and Bikes
   Could we please remind 
   all parents and children
       that scooters and bikes  
        must not be ridden on 
                 school premises at any 
     time for safety reasons.

   Fire Alarm Procedure
If you are onsite when a fire alarm 
goes off, please make your way 
to the playground which is our 

emergency assembly point.  Please 
do not try and interact with your 
child so that we are able to carry 

out a register as quickly as possible 
and ensure everyone is safe.        

We raised a grand 
total of £781.21 to 
give to the YMCA.

£409.45 from our 
mufti day and 
cake sale.

£371.76 from 50% 
of the Christmas 
concert donations.

Thank you.

Illegal Parking Around Our School
We are working together with the local 
community police who may issue penalty 
charge notices to those who are not parking
safely around our school.

You can help us celebrate your 
child’s achievement by filling in 

a form on the 
‘Useful Information and Forms’

As the 
weather is 
turning so 

cold, please 
make sure 

your child is 
appropriately 

dressed.
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Reception
We have had a brilliant start to Spring Term and we have been so impressed with how 
well the children have picked up the trickier sounds we have started to learn.  
The children have been fully immersed in our new topic ‘Dino discovery’. We have been 
learning about what palaeontologists do and how they knew dinosaurs existed. 

The children have been amazing at naming the different dinosaurs and writing some 
super sentences describing them.  We will be finishing off our Half Term looking at 
Chinese New Year.

Year Group Updates: EYFS / KS1

Year 1
The children have been having great fun with our project “hubble bubble chemical 
blasters”. We have undertaken a huge variety of experiments and the children have 
really grown in their learning and understanding of making a 
prediction. Hope you enjoy the photos!

Year 2

Year 2 had a nasty shock at the start of this Half Term when, during their Year 2 
assembly, a dastardly villain entered the room and stole their precious class cups! 

Wonder Woman, Superman and She-ra thundered down to the classroom to assist, but 
it was too late… he had disappeared into the mist. The superheroes were keen to help 
Year 2 with their plight but they had a problem – two of them were missing their capes!

Thankfully, Year 2 offered to make some capes in 
order to help the superheroes and restore peace 
in the community once again. Thus, a new 
project was born… Superheroes!

We were relieved when our class 
cups were returned by a very 
special superhero…… Mrs Stopler’s 
puppy, Luna! She found them while 
digging. 

This led us onto a discussion about 
how animals can be superheroes 
too such as Mountain Rescue Dogs 
and Guide Dogs. 
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Year 3
Recently, the children in Year 3 have had the opportunity to compose music using
instruments, objects they find around the classroom, body percussion and even their 
voices. They have found their inspiration by experimenting with objects to see what 
kinds of noises they make and then using these in a small ensemble to create rhythms 
of their choice.

In Science, children have been learning and experimenting with the volume of sound, 
particularly noticing how the further away you are from the sound affects the volume 
of it. 

Year 3 have also experimented with the pitch of sound and can all explain that sounds 
are made due to vibrations which travel through a medium to your eardrum.

Year 4

Last week in Year 4 we studied animal fact files, looking at the layout and language 
features of non-chronological reports.  From this, the children were then paired up to 
conduct research into their own chosen rainforest animals, promoting learning of a 
whole range of fascinating creatures.  

Our young learners were then taught how to use PowerPoint to create a presentation 
(yes, including the ‘transitions’ and backgrounds!)  Finally, this journey was completed 
through the children presenting their slideshows to the rest of the class!

The children were absolutely fantastic and were thoroughly absorbed by the process.  
In fact Miss Brennan, Mr Thomas and Mr Slattery definitely spotted a few teachers in 
the making!

Year Group Updates: KS2
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Year 6
Year 6 are knuckling down for some really focussed learning this term and have been 
busy revising all our arithmetic and grammar since we came back at Christmas! 

However, we do like to fit in plenty of other learning and we are thoroughly enjoying 
some advanced Geography looking at sustainability, ecotourism and environmentalism 
on The Galapagos Islands.

We’ve been creating our own tour companies to present to our very own Dragon’s Den 
- word is that they are pretty tough to impress - to persuade them to invest in our hotels, 
travel and excursions which will be exciting but not damaging to the unique ecosystem 
of these volcanic islands. 

Talking of volcanoes, we had a pretty fun time building our own out of bicarb and 
vinegar and learning all about the earth’s crust! Throw in a bit of ‘Galapagos’ 
exploration with David Attenborough and, we think, it’s pretty much the perfect project!

Year 5

Year 5 had a fun filled Monday completing our astronaut training where we had to pass 
each challenge to then be able to move to on to their next mission…which is yet to be 
revealed!

Year Group Updates: KS2
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Dates for your Diary
In case you hadn’t yet noticed, there is also a calendar on our school website with all of 
this information on.... given the advance planning for some of these events, it is possible 
that there may be some changes to the schedule.  The calendar on the website will be 
the most up to date place to check if anything changes.

February 2019
5th Cross Country League 4 (relay) 
  at Sir David English
5th Year 5 - Safer Internet Day 
6th Year 1 - STEPS Roadside Training
7th Year 6 Boys and Year 5/6 Girls   
  Football Match at Stourfield 
  Junior School
7th Year 5 - Stargazing Evening
8th Mufti Day For PSA School Disco
8th Year 5 - Boys A and B Team Football   
 Match at Stourfield Junior School
12th Year 2 - Superhereos Outcome
12th Year 4 - Hooke Court Final 
 Parent Meeting 
12th Year 5 - Playground Cup at    
  Littledown
13th Year 1 - STEPSRoadside Training
13th Year 3 - Project Outcome 
14th Otter Class Worship
15th Breakup for Half Term at 
  normal time
18th Half Term
25th  School Starts at 8.30am
26th Year 6 Boys Football - Playground   
 Cup at Littledown
27th Year 1 - STEPS Roadside Training
27th Year 6 parents’ SATs information  
  presentation at 3.30pm
28th Tag Rugby Festival at Littledown

March 2019
4th  Year 5 Calshot parents information  
 meeting at 3.30pm
4th  Year 5 7aside Football at    
 Bournemouth Collegiate School
4th Y5 Netball Tournament at     
 Bournemouth Collegiate School
4th Year 5 Netball Tournament at    
 Bournemouth Collegiate School
4th PSA Meeting
5th  Year 5/6 Girls Football - Playground  
 Cup at Littledown
6th Year 4 - Hooke Court Residential
6th Year 1 - STEPS Roadside Training

March 2019 continued
7th World Book Day
7th  Washington Class Worship
7th Year 5/6 - Tag Ruby Tournament   
9th  Bournemouth Swimming Gala 
 at Littledown
11th Year 5  Tag Rugby at Bournemouth   
 Collegiate School
14th Shark Class Worship
28th Turtle Class Worship
29th PSA Mother’s Day Gifts

April 2019
4th Reception Class Worship
5th Breakup for Easter (1.20pm)
8th Easter Holidays
23rd School Starts at 8.30am
26th  PSA Film Night
30th Year 3/4 Tag Rugby Competition

May 2019
1st Year 3/4 - Big Swing Golf    
 Competition at Dean Park
2nd Year 1 Trip to Marwell Zoo
7th Paris Class Worship
23rd London Class Worship
24th Breakup for Half Term at 
  normal time
27th Half Term

June 2019
3rd School Starts at 8.30am
5th  Class Photos
6th Town Sports Athletics at King’s Park
10th Year 5/6 Swimming Gala at   
  Bournemouth Collegiate School
13th  Stingray Class Worship
14th  PSA Father’s Day Gifts Sale
19th Music Performance Evening
21st Sports Day
24th Sports Week
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St. James’ CE 
Primary Academy 

Term Dates 2019 - 2020 
AUTUMN TERM 2019 

 
Inset Day Monday 2nd September 
Inset Day Tuesday 3rd September 
First Day Wednesday 4th September 
Half Term Monday 28th October  – Friday 1st November 
First Day Monday 4th November  
Last Day Friday 20th December (1:20 Finish) 
 

 
SPRING TERM 2020 

 
First Day  Monday 6th January  
Half Term Monday 17th – Friday 21st February 
First Day Monday 24th February 
Last Day Friday 3rd April (1:20 Finish) 

 
SUMMER TERM 2020 

 
First Day Monday 20th April 

  Bank Holiday Monday 4th May 
Half Term Monday 25th – Friday 29th May 
First Day Monday 1st June 
Last Day Friday 17th July (1:20 Finish) 
 
 

*Please note that there will be 3 additional Inset days.  These will be 
announced as soon as they are confirmed. 
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PSA INFORMATION

Monies Raised
    
Film Night raised £233.51

Christmas Craft 
raised £126.48

Christmas Class Fundraising 
raised £297.26

Winter Wonderland - raised £1,281.00

Recent Donations From The PSA

Children’s Christmas parties, including class 
gift hampers and gingerbread men.

Part payment for the Christmas tree.

Pantomime show for the whole school.

Refreshments at Christmas performances.
.

This year’s “big ticket” item is looking likely to be…. a new sound 
system/AV equipment for the hall providing an excellent resource for the 

whole school.

Note:  The PSA and the school are aware of various issues regarding parents 
forgetting money for various events, or children losing their money. We are looking 

into better systems for this for the future.  Please bear with us.

Next PSA Event
Friday 8th February – School Disco & Mufti

YR - 2:00pm - 3:00pm 
to be run by teachers

Y1,2 & 3 - 3:15pm  -  4:30pm

Y4,5 & 6 - 4:45pm  -  6:00pm

£1 mufti donation if not attending disco
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St. James’ 
 

 
Needs YOU! 

Are you interested in supporting learning in our academy?  Could you offer 
some time each week to help our children flourish?  If yes, we would like to 

invite you to become a volunteer in our school!  

Roles can include: 

 Reading one-to-one with children 
 Practising times tables and basic skills in Maths 
 Helping support project lessons/days 
 Delivering topics you are particularly interested in 

We would happy to run a ‘taster session’ for volunteers to come in for an afternoon 
and see how they fare before committing to any further dates.  If you are interested 
in joining our team or know anyone who might be, please feel free to speak to Mr 
Slattery or email him at john.slattery@stjamescebournmeouth.com.  Alternatively, 
please ring the school office on 01202 426696.  And please do not worry – we are 
flexible and this does not mean you will be obliged every week!  We passionately 
believe you can make a difference to a child’s learning.   
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Parish  

Administrator 
10 hours per week  

£8.60 per hour 

 

St James’ Church is looking for someone to be our new Parish Administrator. 
We are a busy parish church with a lively church community and close 
connections with St James’ School. 

We are looking for someone who is friendly and outgoing who can run our 
parish office, answer enquiries and assist our Priest in Charge, church wardens 
and ministry team.  Our new parish administrator will be a good 
communicator, well organised and will have a good working knowledge of 
standard office computer software. 

If you are interested in finding out more about this post please talk to our 
Priest in charge, the Rev John Pares (07969 020817). 

If you would like to apply – please email admin@stjamespokesdown.co.uk for 
an application form. 

Closing date for applications – 8th February.  Interviews in the week starting  

18th  February. 


