Message from Mr Payne
St. James’ has been buzzing with activity
recently and you can read about much of
the wonderful opportunities that your children
have been experiencing later in this
Newsletter. From the visit of the real and
actual Cricket World Cup, to a Roman Day
in Year 3, Greek Day in Year 5, residential to
Hooke Court in Year 4, visits from people who
help us in Reception, flight to Mexico for Year
2, Galapagos modelling in Year 6 and Steps
road safety program in Year 1 we are
continuing to develop our curriculum to try
and meet our recently reviewed starting
principles that all learning we offer should:
1. Develop the whole person, including
knowledge, skills, understanding and
attitudes.
2. Be filled with rich, first hand purposeful
experiences.
3. Be flexible and responsive to individual
needs and interests.
4. Encourage the use of environments and
expertise beyond the classroom.
5. Make meaningful links between areas
of knowledge across the curriculum and
major issues of our time.
You may have been reading about letters that
many headteachers have been sending out
to their school communities to inform parents
of the current and deepening concerns with
regards to school funding. It is absolutely true
that schools are being asked to do
significantly more with less and less funding 8% less funding than in 2010 with almost
everything costing more in real terms.
Although the government line is to say that
there is more money going into schools than
ever before, this is because there are more
children and as schools are broadly funded on
a ‘per pupil’ basis, it makes sense that more

money overall is being spent, the
problem is that the amount we receive per
pupil is continuing to fall, squeezing our
margins and reducing our flexibility. It is
certainly presenting us with many challenges
and difficult decisions, however we continue
to focus on the experiences our children enjoy
when they are here at school and remain
committed to try and ensure that our learning
is engaging, exciting and stimulating.
This week is ‘Science week’ and so we are
going to be testing, exploding, hypothesising,
challenging, recording and evaluating to
within an inch of our existence. Years 3, 4, 5
and 6 are all experiencing off site visits and we
have visitors coming in to school as well.
As the weather (hopefully) begins to turn and
we experience less rain, cold and wind then
our opportunities for outdoor learning evolve
as well and in particular the rise of outdoor
sporting opportunities improves again. This
year we are able to offer some of our children
sailing down at Hengistbury Head and you will
see from the PE page later in the newsletter
that we have our sporting fingers in many (low
calorie) pies. Sports Day this year is currently
scheduled to be on the 21st June and we are
following this with ‘Sports Week’ where we
hope to capitalise on the fervour and
enthusiasm created in the Athletics Stadium.
All in all, we are packing our learning
opportunities as much as possible while at the
same time celebrating the everyday, the extra
curricular and the unusual. Auditions are
shortly getting under way for our ‘St. James’
Talent show’ and so we are sure to unearth yet
more treasures to celebrate.
Thank you all for your ongoing enthusiasm,
support and encouragement. Onwards!
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Overall Attendance
The current overall attendance figure for the academy is:

96.63%

Attendance and Punctuality
We missed our attendance target of 97% last year so this is an area that we will be
focussing on more in the future. We are currently working closely with Bournemouth’s
Educational Welfare Officer to improve our systems for monitoring and responding
to attendance issues. School opens at 8.30am every day - it should be everyone’s
ambition to be here for when the doors open so that all children have the best chance
to settle and get ready for the day.
Please aim to get here at 8.30am if possible.
Our Family Support Worker, Mrs Goode, will be on the door most mornings signing late
children in. She will be speaking with families individually to determine what support we
can offer in response to attendance issues and lateness.

Class Attendance Champions since the last newsletter

1st Place

2nd Place

3rd Place

Beijing

Santiago

Bogota

Attendance: 98.23%

Attendance: 97.19%

Attendance: 96.77%

Come and join the St. James’ Family
This year, we are actively seeking to ‘adopt’ the elderly members of the community
into the St. James’ Family. We would like to welcome the older generation into our
academy to work with the children in all sorts of ways; be it reading, writing or maths
work, arts and crafts, design and technology, or even just talking and sharing stories
with some children in order to boost their confidence.
Our aim is to utilise their incredible life skills, experiences and passions to inspire our
generation of young learners. This can be on a weekly basis or less frequently, the
school is flexible in facilitating this opportunity. It is our strong belief that both children
and adults alike will gain so much from the experience.
We would happy to run a ‘taster session’ for volunteers to come in for an afternoon
and see how they fare before committing to any further dates. If you are interested in
joining our team or know anyone who might be, please feel free to speak to Mr Slattery
or email him at john.slattery@stjamescebournemouth.com. Alternatively, please ring
the school office on 01202 426696.
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Missing Lego Pieces

We seem to have quite a
few lego pieces missing from
school over a period of time.
Could parents be vigilant for any
unexpected additions to collections at home please!

PSA Information
Monday 11th March
• First meeting for Summer Fayre at 7pm
Monday 18th March
• Next PSA meeting
Friday 29th March
• Mother’s Day Stall
• Easter Egg Raffle
• Easter Egg colouring competition
•
We raised a grand total of £732.77 at our February disco!
•
New event organiser needed!
Can you help and take this on?
Please contact Victoria Leamon at evolutionlets@aol.com

PE Kits

Every Monday PE kits are needed in school all week as
PE lessons can vary each week due to different events
happening.

Newsletter

Polite Reminders and
Admin Updates:
Absences:
Please call, email, or send
a parentmail by 9.30am,
at the latest, each day of
your child’s absence with
the reason.
Names in Clothes:
Please could we ask that
every piece of clothing or
kit, including coats, that
your child brings to school
is named. We will then
ensure that it gets back to
them as soon as possible.
Letterbox:
To help ease the office
congestion in the
mornings and afternoons,
could we please remind
parents to use the
letterbox to drop forms
and payments off.
Thank you.

Whizz-Kidz Cake Sale

Friday 5th April at 1.20pm
An Easter themed cake sale will be run after school on the
last day of term to raise money for Whizz-Kidz.
Whizz-Kidz provide disabled children and young people with vital
mobility equipment, opportunities to meet and have fun, and training
to help them gain skills and look forward to a brighter future.
Whizz-Kidz support over 1,000 children every year. But there are still
thousands of children in the UK waiting for the chance to achieve
their true potential.

Lost Property
We have a
considerable
amount of
lost property
at school. Please take a
look to see if there is
anything of yours there!

Drop-in coffee morning come and have a drink, a chat and meet other parents!
Every Monday morning Mrs Dimambro, Mrs Allen or Mrs Goode host a coffee morning
in our Sunshine Room at 8.45am - 9.30am.
Come and join us to discuss things such as parenting, special educational needs, family
administration, family dynamics, or any other areas of life that you just want to chat
through.
Or just come in and get to know us and have a drink at the beginning of the week!
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Year Group Updates: EYFS / KS1
Reception

We have had a super half term so far and have been really busy with our new topic
‘People who help us’. We have been lucky enough to have lots of visitors come to tell
us all about their jobs. A policeman came to tell us all about what he does and some of
us even had a go in the police car. A nurse came to tell us how she helps people and
what she does in her job, and a Mummy from Seals class told us all about her interesting
job as a chiropractor and even brought in some model skeletons and stethoscopes for
us to have a go!
We are looking forward to science week and starting our new topic of ‘Into the woods’,
learning all about fairy tales!

Year 1

The children at St. James’ had the pleasure of welcoming the cricket World Cup.
Two pupils who play cricket outside of school at a competitive level entered a
competition for this experience and we WON! We all gathered in the hall for an
assembly this morning where the Cup was unveiled and we then participated in
a number of cricket related activities including table cricket. The children had a
wonderful time and we all very much enjoyed having our photo taken with the
ACTUAL World Cup!

Year 2

The children were very excited to board a flight from
Bournemouth to Mexico last week! Once they had handed
in their tickets and boarded the flight with their bags, they
were greeted by friendly air hostesses who gave them a
safety talk.
They also heard from pilots Payne and Brown, who gave
them some on-board announcements
and ensured a safe and fun flight.
What an exciting afternoon!
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Year Group Updates: KS2
Year 3

Year 3 spent a whole day dressed in Roman costume learning about key elements of
Roman history. The children were able to experience Roman times like they never had
before and got well and truly stuck in learning about this amazing period of history.
Throughout the day Year 3 engaged with many activities, including archaeology
Roman numerals, pancake making and building aqueducts and viaducts.

Year 4

Our year have been so passionate about learning. Recently, we have learnt about
deforestation and even written our own letters to Tesco telling them to use sustainable
palm oil products. We even got a thrilling reply. Also, we learnt about the animals that
live in the rainforest and how deforestation affects them.
Our new project is about the Ancient Egyptians. We are already prepared for the
awesome journey into the Ancient Egyptian world! As always, we are definitely ready
to take on new things and learn amazing facts.
In Maths we have been doing magnificent things such as negative numbers and
Roman numerals, just to name a few. Our teachers have been encouraging us and
at the same time we have had lots of resilience towards our work.
We’ve been trying our hardest in PE to improve on the daily mile week by week.
We have also been practising our skills in football and playing netball matches too.
Interestingly, we have been learning (in Science) about particles which are solids,
liquids and gases. We did an excellent experiment with eggs, chocolate and ice
(that eventually turned into water!). More amazing science lessons are yet to come
and our teachers will ensure they will stretch your mind to the best of your ability and
you will be filled with mind-boggling facts!
We love being in Year 4 and it has been a blast!
Tilly from Madrid and Thomas from Rome
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Year Group Updates: KS2
Year 5

Year 5 have had a FAB start to our new topic ‘Groovy Greeks’. We have researched
where Greece is in the world and looked at where the Greeks came in our
historical time line.
We also had the privilege of having the cricket World
Cup trophy in school, what an amazing first week back!

Year 6

Year 6 had a brilliant time at the end of the last half term creating our Galapagos
models. There were some fantastic volcanic archipelagos which detailed all the
wildlife and eco systems of these amazing islands. We really enjoyed learning about
such a diverse and fascinating part of the natural world - David Attenborough would
be proud!
This term our focus is on polishing up our Maths and English skills ready for SATs but, in
between, we are beginning to think about our moves to secondary school. We’ve
been delighted to welcome back some of our ex-pupils who have been really helpful
and informative so that we can enjoy our last half year at St. James AND feel ready to
move on in the Summer. Thank you Callum, Alfie and Hollie.

Look at the achievements from
some of our children
Flynn Hitchings in Sharks
Flynn has learnt ALL of his timetables
(2-12’s!) and loves practising
them on Times Tables Rockstars.

Amalea Gibbs in Madrid

He’s worked really hard and
we are very proud of him.

Amalea went sugar free for the month of
February to raise money for cancer research.
If anyone would like to donate directly they can at:
https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/laura-takes-on-sugar-free-february-176
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Dates for your Diary

In case you hadn’t yet noticed, there is also a calendar on our school website with all of
this information on.... given the advance planning for some of these events, it is possible
that there may be some changes to the schedule. The calendar on the website will be
the most up to date place to check if anything changes.

March 2019

14th
15th
18th
28th
29th

Shark Class Worship
Comic Relief
PSA meeting
Turtle Class Worship
PSA Mother’s Day Gifts

4th
5th
5th
8th
23rd
26th
30th

Reception Class Worship
Whizz-Kidz Cake Sale after school
Breakup for Easter (1.20pm)
Easter Holidays
School Starts at 8.30am
PSA Film Night
Year 3/4 Tag Rugby Competition

1st

April 2019

May 2019

Year 3/4 - Big Swing Golf
Competition at Dean Park
2nd Year 1 Trip to Marwell Zoo
7th Paris Class Worship
23rd London Class Worship
24th Breakup for Half Term at
normal time
27th Half Term
3rd
5th
6th
10th
13th
14th
15th
19th
21st
24th

June 2019

School Starts at 8.30am
Class Photos
Town Sports Athletics at King’s Park
Year 5/6 Swimming Gala at 		
Bournemouth Collegiate School
Stingray Class Worship
PSA Father’s Day Gifts Sale
Summer Fayre
Music Performance Evening
Sports Day
Sports Week

2nd
2nd
3rd
4th
9th
10th
11th
12th
15th
18th

July 2019

Whole School Photo Day
Reception - Year 5 Parents’ Evening
Reception - Year 5 Parents’ Evening
Madrid Class Worship
Year 6 Production
Year 6 Production
Year 6 Parents’ Evening
PSA End of Year Disco Evening
Year 1 - 5 PSA Discos
Year 6 Leavers’ Presentation 		
Evening
19th Breakup for Summer (1.20pm)
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Term Dates 2019 - 2020
AUTUMN TERM 2019
Inset Day
Inset Day
First Day
Half Term
First Day
Last Day

Monday 2nd September
Tuesday 3rd September
Wednesday 4th September
Monday 28th October – Friday 1st November
Monday 4th November
Friday 20th December (1:20 Finish)

SPRING TERM 2020
First Day
Half Term
First Day
Last Day

Monday 6th January
Monday 17th – Friday 21st February
Monday 24th February
Friday 3rd April (1:20 Finish)

SUMMER TERM 2020
First Day
Bank Holiday
Half Term

First Day

Last Day

Monday 20th April
Monday 4th May
Monday 25th – Friday 29 th May
Monday 1st June
Friday 17th July (1:20 Finish)

*Please note that there will be 3 additional Inset days. These will be
announced as soon as they are confirmed.
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News from our P.E. Leader
Bournemouth Collegiate School Tournaments

On the 4 March 2019, St. James’ attended two competitions at Bournemouth
Collegiate School. One of the competitions was a 7 a side football competition against
12 other teams. Our team consisted of Lucas Garel Jones, Jonathon Baptist, Finn Penny,
Thomas Butler, Zac Twitchen, Henry Davies, Sidney Wall and Reece Collins.
St. James’ boys came 5th overall, winning 3 games, drawing 2 and losing 1.
The second competition was a netball competition, where
St. James’ competed against 8 other teams. This was a very
frustrating competition with St. James’ being pipped to the
semi-final by one point. Our netball girls came 5th however,
the girls really enjoyed themselves. Well done St. James’!

Daily Mile

At the beginning of February Mrs Finnigan
scheduled each class timetable - a mile
to be run by each class once a week. This
involves running around our playground for
15 minutes walking or jogging. We started
with Reception class and have worked
gradually through the year groups. This is
a fully inclusive, free and simple initiative
which improves the physical and mental
health and well being of our children at
St. James’.

Boogie Bounce

St. James’ welcomed Boogie Bounce
into our school hall. Year 3 were lucky
enough to try this new sport to our school.
Boogie Bounce is a complete exercise
programme on a mini trampoline with a
safety bar, carrying out a great cardio
workout to music. They really had a great
time and enjoyed keeping fit.
Such a fun and fit morning!

Mrs Finnigan plans to
schedule into the
timetables more runs in
the near future.

Cricket Coaching

Last term Year 2 had the pleasure of cricket
training from the Chance to Shine Cricket
Charity. They received coaching over a
period of 6 weeks from Rob Newton, a
qualified cricket coach. It was great to see
the great game of cricket being promoted
in St. James and to see the children back
outside in the sun.

Tag Rugby

St. James’ Tag Rugby team have been
busy this term, playing in various
tournaments at Littledown and Dean
Park. They have had a great time
learning the sport and becoming more
confident. They have great team work
and are a
pleasure to
coach!
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St. James’

Needs YOU!
Are you interested in supporting learning in our academy? Could you offer
some time each week to help our children flourish? If yes, we would like to
invite you to become a volunteer in our school!
Roles can include:





Reading one-to-one with children
Practising times tables and basic skills in Maths
Helping support project lessons/days
Delivering topics you are particularly interested in

We would be happy to run a ‘taster session’ for volunteers to come in for an
afternoon and see how they fair before committing to any further dates. If you are
interested in joining our team or know anyone who might be, please feel free to
speak to Mr Slattery or email him at john.slattery@stjamescebournemouth.com.
Alternatively, please ring the school office on 01202 426696. And please do not
worry – we are flexible and this does not mean you will be obliged every week! We
passionately believe you can make a difference to a child’s learning.
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BADMINTON AFTER SCHOOL CLUB
St. James’ School, Pokesdown.
Run by Helen Troke MBE, a fun badminton session open to
any child from reception to year 3. Helen achieved the titles
of European and Commonwealth Champion, World Bronze
medallist and is a Level 3 coach.
All standards welcome.
The sessions start on 28th February and run for 5 weeks
after school, cost is £3.50 per child per session and can be
paid in cash to Helen or direct to her bank (details on
request).
To reserve a place, please contact Helen direct on:
helentrokembe@gmail.com or 07904 993208

