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And then, without any warning, the Easter 
holidays crept out of nowhere and leapt into 
our lives....  How did that happen?  Where is 
time going?  Is it a sign of getting old that the 
world seems to speed up?  Anyway, just a 
short while left until we will have the 
opportunity to take a breather from our formal 
learning, to spend a bit more time with those 
people that we love and (hopefully) enjoy the 
early part of Spring with some warmer 
breezes and sunnier spells.  I hope you all enjoy 
a positive and engaging break at this 
important moment in the Christian calendar.

We received some upsetting news recently 
from our colleagues at Pokesdown 
Primary School.  Their headteacher, Miss 
Joanne Barton, sadly passed away last week 
leaving a big hole in their community.  Many 
of us at St. James’ knew Jo and we have 
worked alongside colleagues from Pokesdown 
to support both our schools’ development.  
I have passed on our community’s love and 
prayers to Mrs Bayliss and the school on 
everyone’s behalf.

While we are thinking about the precious gift 
of life, can I take a moment to highlight how 
concerned our governors and I have been at 
the conduct of some drivers at the beginning 
and end of the day.  We have seen 
examples of selfish parking, dangerous driving 
and unthinking behaviour that increases the 
risk that an accident will happen and 
someone will be hurt.  This cannot be OK.  We 
have 420 children at St. James’ in a cramped 
site and we are well aware that parking is 
difficult, but we should be caring more for 
each other and showing greater kindness and 
consideration while we juggle the drop off or 
pick up times.  Please can I urge everyone to 
reflect on their contribution towards our site 
safety and ensure that you are following the 

parking rules and acting in the common good, 
rather than in self interest.  We are working with 
the BCP council and safer schools team who 
we have asked to come and carry out more 
regular patrols and issue tickets to drivers who 
are failing to act safely.  We would hope that 
this is not necessary.

Coming back after Easter we will see some 
changes to our staffing roll as we say goodbye 
to Mr Smith, Mrs Dobson, Mrs Vincent and Mrs 
Woolner who are all leaving to pursue new 
opportunities.  We are saying goodbye to 
valued friends who have contributed a lot 
to our community and we wish them all well 
in their new ventures.   As one door closes, 
however, another one opens and we have 
already appointed three exciting new 
colleagues to join us in September and we are 
looking forward to welcoming Mr Holland and 
Mr Stow to the full time team after the holiday.

Let’s finish with a bit of research evidence 
that highlights the importance of reading for 
pleasure - a 2018 National Literacy Trust study 
found that children who enjoyed reading were 
significantly less likely to have mental health 
problems, while the Centre for Longitudinal 
Studies found in 2013 that reading for pleasure 
has a four times greater impact on academic 
success than one parent having a degree.  So 
why not pick up a book this holiday, spend 
time reading to, or with, your child, and enjoy 
being transported to another place from the 
comfort of your own armchair...?

Have a lovely Easter, we’ll see you all back on 
Tuesday 23rd April ready for a term filled with 
more fun, challenges, lots of sunshine and yet 
more opportunities to grow our brains with 
learning!  Oh, and when we return we’ll also 
be unlocking online access to your child’s 
report, so lots to look forward to!

Message from Mr Payne
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Overall Attendance
The current overall attendance figure for the academy is:

96.46%

1st Place

Paris
Attendance: 98.57%

2nd Place

Santiago
Attendance: 98.21%

3rd Place

Washington
Attendance: 97.38%

Attendance and Punctuality

We missed our attendance target of 97% last year so this is an area that we will be 
focussing on more in the future.  We are currently working closely with Bournemouth’s 

Educational Welfare Officer to improve our systems for monitoring and responding 
to attendance issues.  School opens at 8.30am every day - it should be everyone’s 

ambition to be here for when the doors open so that all children have the best chance 
to settle and get ready for the day.  

Please aim to get here at 8.30am if possible.
Our Family Support Worker, Mrs Goode, will be on the door most mornings signing late 

children in.  She will be speaking with families individually to determine what support we 
can offer in response to attendance issues and lateness.

Class Attendance Champions since the last newsletter

Come and join the St. James’ Family
This year, we are actively seeking to ‘adopt’ the elderly members of the community 
into the St. James’ Family.  We would like to welcome the older generation into our 
academy to work with the children in all sorts of ways; be it reading, writing or maths 
work, arts and crafts, design and technology, or even just talking and sharing stories 
with some children in order to boost their confidence.  

Our aim is to utilise their incredible life skills, experiences and passions to inspire our 
generation of young learners.  This can be on a weekly basis or less frequently, the 
school is flexible in facilitating this opportunity.  It is our strong belief that both children 
and adults alike will gain so much from the experience.  

We would be happy to run a ‘taster session’ for volunteers to come in for an afternoon 
and see how they fare before committing to any further dates.  If you are interested in 
joining our team or know anyone who might be, please feel free to speak to Mr Slattery 
or email him at john.slattery@stjamescebournemouth.com.  Alternatively, please ring 
the school office on 01202 426696.  
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Polite Reminders and 
Admin Updates:

After School Clubs
If your child is on an after 
school club register and 
not able to attend that 
day, please inform the 
office that they are being 
picked up at normal time. 

Absences:
Please call, email, or send 
a parentmail by 9.30am, 
at the latest, each day of 
your child’s absence with 
the reason.

Letterbox:
To help ease the office 
congestion in the 
mornings and afternoons, 
could we please remind 
parents to use the 
letterbox to drop forms 
and payments off. 
Thank you.

Lost Property:
We still have a 
considerable amount of 
lost property - please take 
a look to see if there is 
anything of yours there.

Drop-in coffee morning - 
come and have a drink, a chat and meet other parents!

 
Every Monday morning Mrs Dimambro, Mrs Allen or Mrs Goode host a coffee morning 
in our Sunshine Room at 8.45am - 9.30am.

Come and join us to discuss things such as parenting, special educational needs, family 
administration, family dynamics, or any other areas of life that you just want to chat 
through. 

Alternatively, just come in and have a drink at the beginning of the week!   

Whizz-Kidz Cake Sale
Friday 5th April at 1.20pm

An Easter themed cake sale will be run after school on the 
last day of term to raise money for Whizz-Kidz.

Whizz-Kidz provide disabled children and young people with vital 
mobility equipment, opportunities to meet and have fun, and training 

to help them gain skills and look forward to a brighter future. 
Whizz-Kidz support over 1,000 children every year. However there are 
still thousands of children in the UK waiting for the chance to achieve 

their true potential.

Red Nose Day
raised £315.75
Thank you for your 
donations

St. James’ Pre-School Link
is held in the Community Hall of St. James’ the Greater 

Church, Pokesdown from Monday to Friday (morning only).
The pre-school currently has vacancies for children to start 

in September 2019 from age 2 years 9 months until they 
start school.

For more information please contact Mrs Mills on 
07976 044459.

PSA Information

 We raised £732.77 at the February Disco!

Next PSA Events
Friday 26th April Film Club

 
Saturday 15th June St. James’ Summer Fayre

• 
• Can you help with organising?

• Can you help run a stall on the day?
• Can you get raffle prizes donated from your work?
• Would your business like a stall/sales table/exhibit         

on the day?
• What would your child really like to see at the fayre? 
• New ideas welcome to make this year’s fayre fun for 

all the children.

Please contact Victoria Leamon: evolutionlets@aol.com 
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Reception
Our Spring term has been a really busy one in Dolphin and Seal classes. We have 
learned all about people who help us and had a wonderful time in our ‘Into the woods’ 
topic learning all about stories and fairy tales. 

We were so impressed with the children’s dancing skills in our fairy tale ball and they 
made wonderful Princes and Princesses! 

We have been so proud of the children this term; they have made wonderful progress 
and seem so grown up. We can’t wait for the summer term and all the exciting things 
we have planned to learn and do.

Year Group Updates: EYFS / KS1

Year 1
Over the duration of two consecutive days, we have been celebrating the ‘Festival of 
Holi!’, also known as ‘Festival of Colour’. 

        Holi is the Hindu festival that welcomes the spring   
         and celebrates the new life. 

        Year 1 have thoroughly enjoyed learning all about    
        this festival. We had a colourful confetti party,     
                  threw paint and we even made our own      
           version of Indian sweets. 

Year 2
Year 2 have been going ‘Mad about Mexico’ this half term and enjoyed their project 
outcome last week when they had their Mexican day.  

The children prepared and ate Mexican food, learned the Mexican hat dance and 
took part in a Mexican flag raising ceremony. It was a children’s only outcome this time, 
so look at our website post to see all the photos 
of a memorable and enjoyable day!
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Year 3
Year 3 have had a wonderful half term full of fantastic learning. Although this half term 
has been shorter than most, we have packed in a whole range of exciting experiences 
for the children.

To begin our Roman project, the children dressed up as Romans and completed a 
whole day of Roman activities. They then became archaeologists, digging to find 
precious Roman artefacts. 

Year 3 found out about some Roman delicacies 
and even made pancakes themselves. We also 
learned about Roman numerals and Roman 
aqueducts on this day.

The following week, the children were fortunate 
enough to take part in another Roman day led 
by Treehouse theatre. Our learners learned a 
‘play in a day’ and then performed it to the rest of 
the year group showing the rise and decline of the 
Romans in Britain. This was a fantastic day where 
the children also got to make mosaics, wreaths 
and Roman coins too.

Amongst all of these exciting experiences, Year 3 
also engaged with Science week, experimenting 
with forces and magnets. The children conducted 
a variety of investigations to test the strength of 
magnets and to find out how forces really work.

Year Group Updates: KS2
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Year Group Updates: KS2

Year 4
Olivia and Luke’s recount of Hooke Court . . .                                                                               

Firstly, all of Year 4 are so grateful that we had this experience and we all loved it!  
When we arrived we were surprised to see how big the Manor House was! Finding out 
who we were with in our rooms was one of our highlights because everyone was so 
excited. Afterwards we got straight into team building activities and more.

The archery was amazing and a huge thank you to Chris and Dan! The Hooke Court 
pasta was delicious.  Everyone thought the dorms were astonishing and the beds were 
very comfortable.  Also, the fact that the beds were bunked meant that we gave them 
a 10/10.

The campfire evening was our main highlight of the trip because everyone got to 
sit down around the fire and sing songs such as ‘Yogi Bear’, ‘I’m Being Eaten by a 
Boa Constrictor’ and three more.  When we got back, we got into PJ’s and had hot 
chocolate before going to bed.

The next day was Egyptian day!  We were going to do Egyptian activities all day.  First 
we had breakfast which was well made.  Also we found this breakfast the best as we 
had bacon and eggs!  Next, we did Egyptian cooking and we learned how to make 
Egyptian sweets, Egyptian bread and Egyptian pastries. Whilst they were doing cooking, 
the others made a key of life each and had a tour around an Egyptian sham with 
Simon.

After that we had lunch which was amazing.  Then we did some more activities and 
then had dinner.  After dinner we made Egyptian gods and had a go at drawing some 
ourselves.  Finally, we went to bed.

The next day we did more archery and team building activities.  After that we had a 
delicious lunch and then finally we went back to school!  It was an absolutely brilliant 
trip that we will never forget.
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Year 6
Year 6 had a fantastic Science Week conducting egg related experiments, including 
balancing weights to test the strength of egg shells, exploring the effect of salt water on 
eggs floating and pulling eggs into bottles using air pressure.  

We were also lucky enough to have Mr Nimmo and Mr Hammond in to talk about 
sources of power, quantum physics and electricity. 

Children then visited Bournemouth School for Girls where there learned all about light 
through an exciting series of experiments and illusions. They had a brilliant week!

Alongside their SATs preparation, children have also been inventing new toys for 
children. They have worked on their branding, packaging and persuasive writing in 
order to market their toys to appeal to their target audience. 

Year 5
Year 5 have had an excellent term turning into GROOVY GREEKS! We have dined in 
style in our banquet hall and competed against rivals in our own Olympics. 

We have created our own Greek vases using etching skills and have written our own 
fantastic myths. We just hope it’s not too hard turning forward the clocks and returning 
back to present day as we have all become very convincing Greek students.

Year Group Updates: KS2
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Dates for your Diary
In case you hadn’t yet noticed, there is also a calendar on our school website with all of 
this information on.... given the advance planning for some of these events, it is possible 
that there may be some changes to the schedule.  The calendar on the website will be 
the most up to date place to check if anything changes.

April 2019
5th Whizz-Kidz Cake Sale after school
5th PSA Easter Egg Raffle
5th Break up for Easter (1.20pm)
8th Easter Holidays
23rd School Starts at 8.30am
24th Year 4 STEPs
25th  School Nurse Drop in from 8.45am
25th Dolphin Hearing checks
26th  PSA Film Night
30th Year 3/4 Tag Rugby Competition

May 2019
1st Year 3/4 - Big Swing Golf    
 Competition at Dean Park
1st Year 4 STEPs
2nd Year 1 Trip to Marwell Zoo
7th Paris Class Worship
7th PSA meeting at 7.30pm
8th Parent Forum Meeting at 
 3.30pm and 7.30pm
13th KS2 SAT’s Test week
23rd London Class Worship
24th Talent Show
24th Breakup for Half Term 
 at normal time
27th Half Term

June 2019
3rd School Starts at 8.30am
5th  Class Photos
6th Town Sports Athletics at King’s Park
10th Year 5/6 Swimming Gala at   
  Bournemouth Collegiate School
11th  Year 5 Parents’ talk regarding    
 admissions to Secondary 
 School at 6pm
13th  Stingray Class Worship
14th  PSA Father’s Day Gifts Sale
15th Summer Fayre
19th Music Performance Evening
21st Whole School Sports Day
24th Sports Week

July 2019
2nd Whole School Photo Day
2nd  Reception - Year 5 Parents’ Evening 
3rd Reception - Year 5 Parents’ Evening
4th Madrid Class Worship
9th Year 6 Production
10th Year 6 Production
11th Year 6 Parents’ Evening
15th  PSA End of Year Disco Evening      
 + Year 6 Leavers Disco
18th Year 6 Leavers’ Presentation   
  Evening
19th Breakup for Summer (1.20pm)
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St. James’ CE 
Primary Academy 

Term Dates 2019 - 2020 
AUTUMN TERM 2019 

 
Inset Day Monday 2nd September 
Inset Day Tuesday 3rd September 
First Day Wednesday 4th September 
Half Term Monday 28th October  – Friday 1st November 
First Day Monday 4th November  
Last Day Friday 20th December (1:20 Finish) 
 

 
SPRING TERM 2020 

 
First Day  Monday 6th January  
Half Term Monday 17th – Friday 21st February 
First Day Monday 24th February 
Last Day Friday 3rd April (1:20 Finish) 

 
SUMMER TERM 2020 

 
First Day Monday 20th April 

  Bank Holiday Monday 4th May 
Half Term Monday 25th – Friday 29th May 
First Day Monday 1st June 
Last Day Friday 17th July (1:20 Finish) 
 
 

*Please note that there will be 3 additional Inset days.  These will be 
announced as soon as they are confirmed. 
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News from our P.E. Leader

Dancezone

Year 3 had a visit from Adele Hooper from Dancezone. Adele is a trained dance 
teacher and choreographer, who taught a successful Dance Fit workshop. 

The workshop started with a warm up.  They went on to learn some dance techniques 
and fun aerobic routines to improve fitness and stamina levels, ending with a cool 
down to finish. The children thought this was a great way to keep fit.

                                            Joe Wicks 

              Year 3 took part in a High Intensity 
                    Interval training session using a 
                              Joe Wicks training video.

Look at the achievements from
some of our children

Lucas Garel-Jones in Beijing

Lucas competed in the Dorset County 
swimming gala. 

He swam amazingly well and 
was awarded the Bronze 
Performance Award in his age 
group. 

Well done Lucas!!!

Nethula Mathangasinghe in Paris

Nethula went to the Registry of Guitar Tutors at the 
London College of Music.

He achieved a grade one distinction!

Well done Nethula!!!
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St. James’ 
 

 
Needs YOU! 

Are you interested in supporting learning in our academy?  Could you offer 
some time each week to help our children flourish?  If yes, we would like to 

invite you to become a volunteer in our school!  

Roles can include: 

 Reading one-to-one with children 
 Practising times tables and basic skills in Maths 
 Helping support project lessons/days 
 Delivering topics you are particularly interested in 

We would be happy to run a ‘taster session’ for volunteers to come in for an 
afternoon and see how they fare before committing to any further dates.  If you are 
interested in joining our team or know anyone who might be, please feel free to 
speak to Mr Slattery or email him at john.slattery@stjamescebournemouth.com.  
Alternatively, please ring the school office on 01202 426696.  And please do not 
worry – we are flexible and this does not mean you will be obliged every week!  We 
passionately believe you can make a difference to a child’s learning.   
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 St James’ Church of England Academy 
 Pokesdown Hill, Christchurch Road 

BOURNEMOUTH 
BH7 6DW 

01202 426696 
Email office@stjamescebournemouth.com 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
 A member of THE PORTSMOUTH AND WINCHESTER  

DIOCESAN ACADEMIES TRUST 
 

Portsmouth & Winchester Diocesan Academies Trust, a company limited by guarantee.  
Registered in England & Wales No. 8161468  

 

 Registered office: First Floor, Peninsular House, Wharf Road, Portsmouth, PO2 8HB 

4th April 2019 
Dear Parents, 
  
As thoughts turn to Easter and then the final term of the year, the Governors and 
leadership team have been focusing on our academy’s future and what we think the 
defining characteristics of our school are, both now and what we want to be identified 
for in the future.  One of our roles as a Governing body is to set the vision and direction for 
our school in the medium term and we are in that process again now (the last time we 
did this was in 2014 when we became an academy – much has changed since then, 
which is why we need to set our course accordingly.) 
  
We are giving this significant attention and are engaging not only within the school but 
are also actively seeking other voices and opinions within the community in which the 
school plays a key role. We would therefore like to ask you, our parents, to play your part 
to engage with us in shaping what St. James’ stands for and we hope you will be keen to 
join in. 
  
This won’t be a time consuming role but we’d very much value your input and so we are 
holding two special ‘parent forum’ meetings on Wednesday 8th May at 3.30pm and 7pm 
in the hope that you may be able to attend one of them and offer your contribution.  The 
meetings will likely last for just over an hour and will be supported and facilitated by 
members of the school team. 
  
We are hopeful that with early enough notice you will be able to support this process and 
would be grateful if you could reply to the school office or online to indicate your 
intention to attend so that we can build a register and plan the event accordingly to 
know the size of our focus groups!   
 
It’s our school, it’s your children’s future and we want it to be our shared vision.  We thank 
you in advance for giving us your time. 
  
Many thanks, 
  
 
 
Martin Leamon  Jeremy Payne 
Chair of Governors Principal 
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EASTER HOLIDAY  
 

Tennis Coaching and 
Multi-Sports  

 
Tuesday 9th and Wednesday 10th April 2019 

Tuesday 16th and Wednesday 17th April 2019 
 

8:30-9:00 Drop Off 
9:00-12:30 Professional Tennis Coaching 
12:30-1:30 Lunch (bring a packed lunch) 

1:30-5:00 Multi Sports Games and Coaching 
  

£28/day for non-members & members receive 15% discount. 
 

All levels of tennis player’s welcome, aged between 5 and 14 
years, half days available. 

 

Book online today at: 
 

www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/christchurchtenniscoaching/ 
 

  
 

  
 

        
        Iford Sports Complex 

Barrack Road, BH23 2BA 
              01202 486309 | 07805 399453 

info@christchurchtennis.net 


