Message from Mr Payne
It’s half term already! Just seven weeks of
school are now left in this academic year but they are some of the busiest weeks in the
whole world! Still to come before the Summer
break we have sports day, sports week, the
Ocean Guardian Challenge day, two
national awards ceremonies, a music
performance evening, the year 6
production and leavers’ service, various school
trips, parents’ evenings, a whole school photo,
the summer fayre, PSA Discos, the Year 6
general election (because we’ve not had
enough of politics at all...) two class worships
and much, much more. I hope everyone
manages to have a lovely and refreshing
break to recharge the batteries before we
enter this marathon challenge!
School has been an even more wonderful
place than normal recently, with a number
of year groups showing off their learning in
various ways. A particular favourite this week
was Year 4’s ‘Invention Convention’ where the
children showcased the designs that they had
created to try and solve some common
problems. ‘Jimmy’ from Jimmy’s Iced Coffee
came in to speak with the children about
being an entrepreneur and he was so
impressed with what he saw. Perhaps we
have the next Levi Roots, Anita Roddick or
James Dyson on our hands....?
At the end of the first week back, on the 7th
June, our involvement in Plastic Education
will again come to the fore as we launch this
year’s big event, the national school assembly.
It’s incredible to think that what started with
our trip to Poole Park back in October 2017
has now blossomed to a national network of
schools and water activity providers
comprising over 10,000 children and more
than 100 schools. We have just been awarded
a Silver Ocean Guardian Accreditation and

wait to find out whether our community’s work
will be recognised at either the National
Recycling Awards or the Times Educational
Supplement awards. St. James’ is pretty much
literally riding on the crest of a wave at the
moment!
Looking outwards from our school borders,
we are also very fortunate to be involved in
a school partnership project with The Priory in
Christchurch and St. Katharine’s at
Hengistbury Head. Our leadership teams have
been supporting each other in targeted
reviews of our practice which has led to
developmental workshops that are helping
us all to grow and learn from each other. We
have started to make stronger links between
year groups and subject areas and this model
of partnership and support is proving to be a
really positive aspect of our growth.
This afternoon we reached a peak when the
finalists from the school wide talent
competition were able to perform and amaze
their peers in the hall. This competition has
been driven by members of our Year 6 class
and they created timetables, managed
auditions, arranged the show and kept it all
running with a little support from some
amazing members of the staff team - a
wonderful collective effort which allowed us to
marvel at some individual talents.
I think a little rest at this point may well be a
good idea...! As I sign off for this newsletter I
would like to wish Miss Wiseman all the best as
she leaves in advance of beginning a magical
journey of her own and the start of her family.
Please enjoy a lovely and restful time off and
we look forward to seeing you all again on
Monday 3rd June.
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Overall Attendance
The current overall attendance figure for the academy is:

96.48%

Attendance and Punctuality
We missed our attendance target of 97% last year so this is an area that we will be
focussing on more in the future. We are currently working closely with Bournemouth’s
Educational Welfare Officer to improve our systems for monitoring and responding
to attendance issues. School opens at 8.30am every day - it should be everyone’s
ambition to be here for when the doors open so that all children have the best chance
to settle and get ready for the day.
Please aim to get here at 8.30am if possible.
Our Family Support Worker, Mrs Goode, will be on the door most mornings signing late
children in. She will be speaking with families individually to determine what support we
can offer in response to attendance issues and lateness.

Class Attendance Champions since the last newsletter

1st Place

Joint 2nd Place

3rd Place

Shark

Beijing/Bogota

Santiago

Attendance: 98.50%

Attendance: 97.50%

Attendance: 97.16%

Come and join the St. James’ Family
This year, we are actively seeking to ‘adopt’ the elderly members of the community
into the St. James’ Family. We would like to welcome the older generation into our
academy to work with the children in all sorts of ways; be it reading, writing or maths
work, arts and crafts, design and technology, or even just talking and sharing stories
with some children in order to boost their confidence.
Our aim is to utilise their incredible life skills, experiences and passions to inspire our
generation of young learners. This can be on a weekly basis or less frequently, the
school is flexible in facilitating this opportunity. It is our strong belief that both children
and adults alike will gain so much from the experience.
We would be happy to run a ‘taster session’ for volunteers to come in for an afternoon
and see how they fare before committing to any further dates. If you are interested in
joining our team or know anyone who might be, please feel free to speak to Mr Slattery
or email him at john.slattery@stjamescebournemouth.com. Alternatively, please ring
the school office on 01202 426696.
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New Academic Year - Parents’ Meetings
Meetings will be held on the following dates for all parents
at 2.15pm and 6pm
9th September - Year 1 and 2 parents
10th September -Year 3 and 4 parents
11th September - Year 5 and 6 parents

PSA Information

Monies raised at last events
Mother’s Day Shop raised £114.22
Easter Egg Colouring Competition raised £79.91
Easter Egg Raffle raised £182.20
Next PSA Events
Film Club - cancelled until further notice
Father’s Day Shop – Friday 14th June
School Disco – Monday 15th July
Ice-cream Sales every Friday after school
Saturday 15th June – St. James’ Summer Fayre
Donations dates as follows;
Friday 7th June Tombola Raffle & Gifts
Friday 14th June Plants, Chocolates, Jam Tarts
and Cakes
Tins & Bottles (Red & White Wine, Nearly New Toys and
Books are still required please!
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Polite Reminders and
Admin Updates:
After School Clubs
If your child is on an after
school club register and
not able to attend that
day, please inform the
office that they are being
picked up at normal time.
Absences:
Please call, email, or send
a parentmail by 9.30am,
at the latest, each day of
your child’s absence with
the reason.
Lost Property:
Any named lost items will
be given back to your
child, all unnamed items
will be put in the lost
property boxes outside
the school office. If not
collected, the items will
be recyled after one
week.

Headlice

Could we ask parents to please check your children’s hair for headlice in the half term.
Please find below some useful links sent from our School Nurse, or pick up a leaflet from
the school office.
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/
https://www.nhs.uk/video/Pages/how-do-i-check-for-headlice-and-treat-headlice.aspx
- this link shows a film on how to do wet combing nit removal.
https://www.chc.org/ - NHS recommended Bug Busting website with lots of information.

Drop-in coffee morning come and have a drink, a chat and meet other parents!
Every Monday morning Mrs Dimambro, Mrs Allen or Mrs Goode host a coffee morning
in our Sunshine Room at 8.45am - 9.30am.
Come and join us to discuss things such as parenting, special educational needs, family
administration, family dynamics, or any other areas of life that you just want to chat
through.
Alternatively, just come in and have a drink at the beginning of the week!
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Year Group Updates: EYFS / KS1
Reception

Reception have had a wonderful half term, packed full of fantastic learning, all about
planting and growing!
The story of ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ proved a huge hit with the children, as they wrote
their own versions of the story and even planted their own beanstalks!
We have been so impressed with the children’s ability to look after their plants, keeping
them watered and making sure they get plenty of sunlight to help them grow.
		

We have had such a fantastic term and have lots of exciting
things planned, as we head into the
final term of the school year!

Year 1

This term Year 1 have been ‘curious’ about all sorts of different wild and wonderful
creatures. The children have loved this project so far and were thrilled that they got the
chance to see the animals at Marwell Zoo.
In English, we have been discovering lots of different animal facts in the library and
writing our own animal information posters.
But what’s even more exciting is that we have our
own caterpillars growing into butterflies in our
very own classrooms!
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Year Group Updates: KS1/KS2
Year 2

This half term Year 2 had a visit from Ben at Treehouse Theatre, who ran a fantastic
Great Fire of London workshop. The children loved creating their own characters who
lived through the great fire.
They had to think about what belongings they would take and how they would get
enough money to get a boat to cross the river and escape from the fire! There was
also some excellent teamwork when putting out the fire using their leather buckets!
This workshop really helped
inspire the children when
they wrote their own diary
entries from the perspective
of a person who lived
through the fire.
Thank you Ben for such a
fantastic morning!

Year 3

Year 3 have thoroughly enjoyed learning about ‘The Beautiful Game’ of football this
half term. We have had the opportunity to either coach or be coached by our peers
to improve our football skills, we have researched a famous footballer of our choice
and even designed our own footballer’s diet.
One of the highlights of this project has been
being able to choose the direction we take
our learning in. Here is an example of a group
of boys who chose to design and build a football
stadium as a team using lego.
What a fantastic achievement!
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Year Group Updates: KS2
Year 4

Year 4 have blown us away with their scientific thinking and creativity with their
inventions for our project of ‘Reinventing the Wheel’!
The children started the exciting new project looking at the inventions we rely on in the
classroom and how all of these inventions solve a problem. That got us thinking of what
problems do we encounter day to day and more importantly, how can we solve them?
The children have followed the design process that modern day inventors follow, from
initial research, to building a prototype and conducting market research.
Not only have the children been learning about the design process, our inventors
have welcomed Mr Isaac into school who introduced us to inventions this his company
Siemens had created. We were also given the opportunity to do some quite incredible
things with the iPads, which included bringing pictures on a piece of paper to life! The
children have also learnt about a local inventor, Jim Cregan, who co-founded Jimmy’s
Iced Coffee and after writing superb letters to him, Year 4 received a reply...Jim is going
to be judging at the Year 4’s Invention Convention. We cannot wait!
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Year Group Updates: KS2
Year 5

Year 5 have had an amazing few weeks and have packed a lot into our very short term!
We have made mini-Stonehenges, we have held our own pea shooting tournament
using our own catapults and trebuchets that we made from scratch, we have created
our own cave art and we had a PE lesson on the Vitality stadium football pitch!
We have really enjoyed this term and could not have done it without such a supportive
group of parents behind us.

Year 6

Year 6 have had a busy half term preparing for SATs week which
came and went with a whole lot of dancing, concentrating,
focusing and playing in fairly equal doses!!
We had a great time at our breakfasts dancing along to Mr Payne’s playlist and had
a lovely time celebrating the end of the week at the beach. Big thanks to Ray Millard
Insurance and Tesco for sponsoring our breakfasts and bacon sandwiches and to the
office team for cooking them!
Onwards we go, head first into our St. James’ Election project. Not quite as controversial
as the current state of UK politics but look out for Year 6 campaigning for their Green
Eco, Life, Education and Wellbeing parties as we seek to get enough votes for the win.
We‘re looking forward to working with Bournemouth School’s A level politics students on
this as well.
Lots more to come in the summer
term with our production and leavers’
events on the horizon so we hope to
have an awesome last half term
together before spreading our wings
for secondary school!
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Dates for your Diary

In case you hadn’t yet noticed, there is also a calendar on our school website with all of
this information on.... given the advance planning for some of these events, it is possible
that there may be some changes to the schedule. The calendar on the website will be
the most up to date place to check if anything changes.

May 2019
24th Talent Show
24th Breakup for Half Term
at normal time
27th Half Term

June 2019
3rd
4th
4th
5th
6th
6th
6th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
15th
19th
19th
21st
24th
24th
25th
26th
28th

School Starts at 8.30am
Y6 Bikeability Level 1
School Nurse Drop-in at 8.45am
Class Photos
Y6 Bikeability Level 2
Year 3 Beach Trip
Town Sports Athletics at King’s Park
Year 5/6 Swimming Gala at 		
Bournemouth Collegiate School
Year 5 Parents’ talk regarding
admissions to Secondary
School at 6pm
EYFS Parents’ Induction evening
at 6.00pm
Stingray Class Worship
PSA Father’s Day Gifts Sale
Summer Fayre
Swimming Finals at Littledown
Parent Forum Meeting
Music Performance Evening
Whole School Sports Day
Sports Week
Y6 Swim Safe/Surf Beach Day
Y5 Swim Safe Beach Day
Y4 Swim Safe Beach Day
Choir Music Festival at the Pavillion

July 2019
2nd
2nd
3rd
4th
4th
9th
10th
11th
12th
15th

Y6 Priory Church Leavers’ Service
Reception - Year 5 Parents’ Evening
Reception - Year 5 Parents’ Evening
Whole School Photo Day
Madrid Class Worship
Year 6 Production
Year 6 Production
Year 6 Parents’ Evening
Y5 Shipwrecked outcome in hall
PSA End of Year Disco Evening
+ Year 6 Leavers’ Disco
18th Year 6 Leavers’ Presentation 		
Evening
19th Breakup for Summer (1.20pm)

September 2019
2nd
3rd
4th
9th

Inset Day
Inset Day
Autumn Term Starts at 8.30am
Y1/2 Parents’ Information Meetings
at 2.15pm and 6pm
10th Y3/4 Parents’ Information Meetings
at 2.15pm and 6pm
11th Y5/6 Parents’ Information Meetings
at 2.15pm and 6pm
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Term Dates 2019 - 2020
AUTUMN TERM 2019
Inset Day
Inset Day
First Day
Half Term
First Day
Last Day

Monday 2nd September
Tuesday 3rd September
Wednesday 4th September
Monday 28th October – Friday 1st November
Monday 4th November
Friday 20th December (1:20 Finish)

SPRING TERM 2020
First Day
Half Term
First Day
Last Day

Monday 6th January
Monday 17th – Friday 21st February
Monday 24th February
Friday 3rd April (1:20 Finish)

SUMMER TERM 2020
First Day
Bank Holiday
Half Term

First Day

Last Day

Monday 20th April
Monday 4th May
Monday 25th – Friday 29 th May
Monday 1st June
Friday 17th July (1:20 Finish)

*Please note that there will be 3 additional Inset days. These will be
announced as soon as they are confirmed.
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News from our P.E. Leader
St. James’ Tennis Teams
On the 7th and 17th May team members from years 3 and 4 took part in tennis
tournaments at Southbourne tennis club.
They practised a mixture of ball skill activities, and played singles and doubles games
against other teams from various schools. Whether they were winning or losing they
showed such good sportsmanship; they were polite, respectful and had amazing
attitude, which was lovely to see!
Everyone had a lot of fun and demonstrated that they were keen to improve their skills
throughout the day.
Team encouragement - positive comments such as ‘we can do this’ and ‘let’s work as
a team’!
Good sportsmanship - high fiving or shaking hands after their games whether they won
or lost.
Desire to improve - practising on the side of the courts with own team mates or players
from other schools.
Well done to everyone who took part, we are proud of you!
In preparation for Wimbledon and for all those tennis enthusiasts ‘Racquets with Reid’
will resume after the May half term on Wednesday lunch times.
See you on the court soon!
Mrs Reid
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Look at the achievements from
some of our children
Bella Halliday in Washington

A huge well done to Bella who achieved
her 800m distance swim on Wednesday
8 May 2019 at Littledown.

Scarlett Kirby in Beijing

Scarlett has been awarded a very special
Diamond Blue Peter Badge.

This challenge required Bella to swim
front crawl continuously for 30 minutes
Scarlett was awarded this for helping
with no stopping. To achieve this takes
others and encouraging girls to play
strength, determination and stamina,
all of which Bella showed in abundance. football. She always strives to help
others and encourages positive
change where it’s needed.
Brilliant job Bella!
We are so very
proud of her.

Oliver Leamon from Santiago and Danny Newman from Bogota

played in the Bournemouth Classic Football Tournament at Chapel Gate with thousands
of people in attendance.
They were playing for Bournemouth Poppies
and beat teams from London, Herts, Bucks,
Beds, Berkshire and a really good team from
Leicester. In the final they scored 23 and
conceded just the 1 across the whole two
days (and that was a dodgy free kick).
They were lucky enough to receive their
winners trophy and medals from England
International Ledley King.

Lila Thomas in Washington and Fraya in Madrid

are competitive cheerleaders for Bournemouth Elite. On the 13th April they went to
Cardiff to compete in the Inspire Greatness Legacy Cheerleading competition.
Lila is in the Ripples team, aged 9-11. They managed to win their devision - 1st place
meant they were in with a chance to be crowned Grand Champions! Fraya’s team,
Raindrops, aged 6-8, also managed to win their devision.
This put the 2 girls’ teams against each other, along with other teams, to become
Grand Champions. The announcement came that the Grand Champions had
tied - not only that but it was Lila and Fraya’s teams that had tied for the honour!
After some discussion of rules, procedures were followed and some maths was done;
Fraya’s Team, Raindrops, were crowned Grand Champions of the event!
They will be competing in an event in Nottingham in June and an international event
at the BIC in July.
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St. James’

Needs YOU!
Are you interested in supporting learning in our academy? Could you offer
some time each week to help our children flourish? If yes, we would like to
invite you to become a volunteer in our school!
Roles can include:





Reading one-to-one with children
Practising times tables and basic skills in Maths
Helping support project lessons/days
Delivering topics you are particularly interested in

We would be happy to run a ‘taster session’ for volunteers to come in for an
afternoon and see how they fare before committing to any further dates. If you are
interested in joining our team or know anyone who might be, please feel free to
speak to Mr Slattery or email him at john.slattery@stjamescebournemouth.com.
Alternatively, please ring the school office on 01202 426696. And please do not
worry – we are flexible and this does not mean you will be obliged every week! We
passionately believe you can make a difference to a child’s learning.
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Current Year 5 Information
Regarding Secondary School

Bournemouth School
Current Y5 students can register to take the 11+ (via Bournemouth School website)
between 23rd April 2019 – 6th September (noon) 2019.
Apply through your Local Authority by 31st October 2019.
Further information for entry to the school and the entrance test is available
via the link below.
http://www.bournemouth-school.org/235/joining-for-year-7
The Open Evening for Y7 2020 entries is scheduled for
Thursday 4th July 2019 between 6:30pm – 8:30pm.
No need to register for the Open Evening – all welcome!

Moving up to Secondary School
Bournemouth Council’s Admission Services will be at St. James’ on
11th June 2019 at 6pm to talk to all year 5 parents and children.
Key points at the presentation are:• How to apply for a secondary school place
• Where to get information
• How decisions are made
• When you will hear where your child has a place
• What to do if you are not happy with the offer

