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Has anyone yet recovered from the most 
exciting finish to a Sports Day that St. James’ 
has ever experienced?  What an absolutely 
enthralling and tense end that was to a 
wonderfully engaging and collective effort on 
both an individual and team level.  Well done 
to all of the competitors for their commitment, 
enthusiasm, perseverance, resiliance and 
teamwork throughout the whole day - and a 
particular well done to all of those within John 
who handled such a disappointing final few 
moments with dignity and grace.  Sport always 
has the capacity to take us to new places and 
deliver such great highs alongside sometimes 
significant lows - but a shared purpose and 
collective experience helps us to grow 
together and learn things about our own 
characters, strengths and weaknesses.

Well done and thank you to all those parents, 
carers, grandparents and friends who came 
along to help provide moral support and 
contribute to such a fantastic atmosphere - 
we are grateful to have such a supportive and 
engaged community who turn out to make 
these occasions so special.

Finally, a huge thank you to Mrs Finnigan and 
all of the staff who dedicated themselves to 
the organisation, smooth running and delivery 
of such a lovely and memorable occasion.  

Straight after sports day, it was off up to the 
Grosvenor Hotel on Park Lane in London for 
the equally spectacular Times Educational 
Supplement Awards - the Oscars of 
educational awards.  We were thrilled to earn 
our first ever shortlisted place for St. James’ on 
this prestigious roll call earlier in the year.  Mr 
Payne and Mr Brown got suited and booted in 
order to mix it up with the great and the good 
of the educational world as 1200 
professionals gathered to be entertained, 

challenged and inspired by the stories of 
excellence and achievement that are living 
out daily in schools across the country.  

We were all addressed by the Education 
Secretary, Damian Hinds, before a live 
performance from the stars of ‘The Lion King’ 
and the ceremony hosted by Harry Hill.  Sadly, 
we were not the overall winners on the night, 
and our category of ‘Community and 
Collaboration’ was won by a secondary 
school in Bradford who have led an initiative 
to bring together parents and other members 
of their communities with far right and 
extremist views and engage them in school life 
to help build bridges between ideas and 
prejudices - worthy winners and another 
example of the different contexts all schools 
find themselves working within.

On Thursday of this week, it is our second 
chance to win big!  Mr Payne is spending the 
day at the National Recycling Convention 
where we are again shortlisted for an award; 
this time for a National Recycling Campaign.  
We will be presenting live to the conference 
hall and then be submitted to open questions 
from the floor for 10 minutes while a live 
judging is taking place.  The awards 
themselves will be given out in a ceremony in 
the evening, and hopefully the wifi in the Park 
Lane Hilton will be better than in the Grosvenor 
so that we can more successfully ‘Facebook 
Live’ to share what is going on throughout the 
day and evening.

So, a packed week of competition, winning, 
losing and taking part.  An opportunity to see 
peers who are more successful and who we 
can learn from.  A chance to be proud of all 
that makes us St. James’.  Fingers crossed for 
Thursday!

Message from Mr Payne
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Overall Attendance
The current overall attendance figure for the academy is:

96.34%

1st Place

Bogota
Attendance: 97.39%

2nd Place

Paris
Attendance: 96.67%

3rd Place

Turtle
Attendance: 96.39%

Attendance and Punctuality

We missed our attendance target of 97% last year so this is an area that we will be 
focussing on more in the future.  We are currently working closely with Bournemouth’s 

Educational Welfare Officer to improve our systems for monitoring and responding 
to attendance issues.  School opens at 8.30am every day - it should be everyone’s 

ambition to be here for when the doors open so that all children have the best chance 
to settle and get ready for the day.  

Please aim to get here at 8.30am if possible.
Our Family Support Worker, Mrs Goode, will be on the door most mornings signing late 

children in.  She will be speaking with families individually to determine what support we 
can offer in response to attendance issues and lateness.

Class Attendance Champions since the last newsletter

Come and join the St. James’ Family
This year, we are actively seeking to ‘adopt’ the elderly members of the community 
into the St. James’ Family.  We would like to welcome the older generation into our 
academy to work with the children in all sorts of ways; be it reading, writing or maths 
work, arts and crafts, design and technology, or even just talking and sharing stories 
with some children in order to boost their confidence.  

Our aim is to utilise their incredible life skills, experiences and passions to inspire our 
generation of young learners.  This can be on a weekly basis or less frequently, the 
school is flexible in facilitating this opportunity.  It is our strong belief that both children 
and adults alike will gain so much from the experience.  

We would be happy to run a ‘taster session’ for volunteers to come in for an afternoon 
and see how they fare before committing to any further dates.  If you are interested in 
joining our team or know anyone who might be, please feel free to speak to Mr Slattery 
or email him at john.slattery@stjamescebournemouth.com.  Alternatively, please ring 
the school office on 01202 426696.  
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Polite Reminders and 
Admin Updates:

After School Clubs
If your child is on an after 
school club register and 
not able to attend that 
day, please inform the 
office that they are being 
picked up at normal time. 

Absences:
Please call, email, or send 
a parentmail by 9.30am, 
at the latest, each day of 
your child’s absence with 
the reason.

Letterbox:
To help ease the office 
congestion in the 
mornings and afternoon, 
could we remind parents 
to use the letterbox 
to drop off forms and 
payments.

Drop-in coffee morning - 
come and have a drink, a chat and meet other parents!

 

Every Monday morning Mrs Dimambro, Mrs Allen or Mrs Goode host a coffee morning 
in our Sunshine Room at 8.45am - 9.30am.

Come and join us to discuss things such as parenting, special educational needs, family 
administration, family dynamics, or any other areas of life that you just want to chat 
through. 

Alternatively, just come in and have a drink at the beginning of the week!   

New Academic Year - Parents’ Meetings

Meetings will be held on the following dates for all parents 
at 2.15pm and 6pm

9th September - Year 1 and 2 parents
10th September -Year 3 and 4 parents
11th September - Year 5 and 6 parents

Lost Property

Any named lost items will be given back to your 
child.  All unnamed items will be put in the lost 
property boxes stationed outside the school 
office. 

If not collected, the items will be recycled after one 
week.

Choking Hazards In Packed Lunches

Could we please remind parents to chop up any spherical 
food (e.g. cherry tomatoes and grapes) in packed lunches 

to ensure it presents less risk of choking. 

PSA News
We raised £2,993.74

at our Summer Fayre.
Thank you to everyone 

who helped make this a 
great success 

(even if the weather 
wasn’t on our side).

Branded Printer 
Cartridges

We raised £130.50
from empty branded printer 
cartridges.  Please continue 
to drop them in the box in 

the reception foyer.
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Reception
Our project ‘Down on the Farm’ is underway and we will continue with our learning over 
the next few weeks. 

We have been reading stories about the farm, playing with small farm animal toys and 
doing lots of creative activities like painting and drawing. 

We had a fantastic time with Farmer Craig and all his wonderful animals from Kidsrome 
Mobile Farm last week.

This week we are learning about ‘What the Ladybird heard’ and doing some fantastic 
writing all about the story.

Year Group Updates: EYFS / KS1

Year 1
As part of our project work comparing the seaside from Victorian times until now the 
children have been making bathing machines. These are the beach hut like structures 
that could be rolled into the sea so that the Victorians were not seen walking around in 
their swimwear. 

Year 1 did a fantastic job showing off their phonics skills last week. We are not able to 
tell you the exact results as the pass mark has to be confirmed by the Department for 
Education but as soon as we know we will let you know.

Even though the screening has taken place, we will continue to consolidate Phase 5 
sounds to put the children in a secure position for their learning in Year 2.

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/Phase5Menu

Thank you for all your support.
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Year 3
Year 3 have been learning about plants, focusing particularly on what plants need to 
grow.  We have also been tailoring the learning to the children’s interests as many of 
them have expressed their eagerness to learn about volcanoes. We are learning about 
famous volcanoes, how they are formed and what happens when they erupt!

We have our Lulworth Cove Trip coming up on Friday 5th July 2019.
Please let either your child’s class teacher or the office know if you are able to support 
us on this trip.

Year Group Updates: KS1/KS2
Year 2

In Maths we have been reading the time to quarter to and past the hour, as well as 
learning how to read the time to 5 minute intervals. It would be great if you could 
practise this with your child at home, as time can be a tricky concept to pick up.

In English we are continuing to learn about non-chronological reports, in order to write 
our own reports about sea creatures, using facts we have already learnt.

We are very excited about our visit to Weymouth Sea Life Centre on Tuesday 25th June.
Thank you to all the parents in Stingray and Shark who have offered to help.  

Thank you to all the parents who supported Stingray’s Class Worship - didn’t they do 
well?  We are very proud of them.

Year 4
In English we are focusing on ‘Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone’, where we will 
be analysing how the main characters are portrayed through language.

In line with the multiplication tables tests, our focus has been the rapid recall of times 
tables and inverse division facts.  The My Maths tasks related to this area are: mixed 
tables 2 to 12 and mixed tables 7,8 and 9 and we also strongly recommend practising 
on Times Tables Rockstars as much as possible.

Times tables tests will be taking place over the next couple of weeks.  Please practise 
times tables as much as possible with your children!  Times Tables Rockstars is a highly 
engaging, fun way of practising – if you have any questions or problems regarding the 
website/app please let us know.

Year 5
We had a very busy and political time, with visits from our four parties and voting. 
Please see our facebook page for the video of the voting box being transported to the 
counting area. The Education party were formally voted in on Friday. How exciting! We 
are looking forward to seeing what positive changes they can make to St. James’.

We have been learning the Makaton and lyrics for our performances at the Lighthouse 
Poole Theatre.  We were joined by many other school and it was a fantastic day. 

We have also been studying atlases and learning about how to find information on a 
map and how to use an index to find a specific place.
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Year 6

After weeks of preparation we have opened our official campaigns with hustings to KS2 
followed by two days of campaigning, a debate and then the all important vote.

We had another visit from Bournemouth School to help us evaluate our election 
campaigns and improve our debating skills before the big debate.

The four parties are:

Life Party – promoting real life learning in skills that will be useful throughout life.

Green Eco Party – focusing on improving green issues and perhaps climate change 
awareness etc.

Education Party – putting resources and energy into an excellent education for all and 
rewarding achievement.

Well being Party – looking after the health and fitness of both mind and body.

The winning party was the Education Party!

Year Group Updates: KS2
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Dates for your Diary
There is also a calendar on our school website with all of this information on.... given 
the advance planning for some of these events, it is possible that there may be some 
changes to the schedule.  The calendar on the website will be the most up to date 
place to check if anything changes.

June 2019

26th Y4 Swim Safe/Beach Day
28th Choir Music Festival at the Pavillion

July 2019

1st Y5 Beach Trip 
2nd Y6 Priory Church Leavers’ Service
2nd  Reception - Year 5 Parents’ Evening 
3rd Reception - Year 5 Parents’ Evening
4th Whole School Photo Day
4th Madrid Class Worship
5th Y2 Visit to Southbourne Library 
5th Y3 Lulworth Cove Trip
9th Y6 Production
10th Y6 Production
11th Y6 Parents’ Evening
12th Y5 Shipwrecked outcome in hall
12th  PSA End of Year Disco Evening      
 + Year 6 Leavers’ Disco
16th Y6 STEPs
18th Y5/6 Leavers’ Eucharist
18th Y6 Leavers’ Presentation   
  Evening
19th Breakup for Summer (1.20pm)

September 2019

2nd Inset Day
3rd Inset Day
4th Autumn Term Starts at 8.30am
9th Y1/2 Parents’ Information Meetings
 at 2.15pm and 6pm
10th Y3/4 Parents’ Information Meetings
 at 2.15pm and 6pm
11th Reception children start (group A)
 Y5/6 Parents’ Information Meetings
 at 2.15pm and 6pm
12th Reception children start (group B)
13th Class Photos
18th Moyles Court Football Festival
23rd Reception children full time
25th  Reception Parents’ Information
 Meetings at 2.15pm and 6pm

October 2019

26th Breakup for Half Term 
 at normal time

November 2019

4th School Starts at 8.30am
25th - 29th  Year 6 Calshot Residential

Advanced notice 2020

Early May Bank Holiday (VE Day) 
is now Friday 8th May 2020
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St. James’ CE 
Primary Academy 

Term Dates 2019 - 2020 
AUTUMN TERM 2019 

 
Inset Day Monday 2nd September 
Inset Day Tuesday 3rd September 
First Day Wednesday 4th September 
Half Term Monday 28th October  – Friday 1st November 
First Day Monday 4th November  
Last Day Friday 20th December (1:20 Finish) 
 

 
SPRING TERM 2020 

 
First Day  Monday 6th January  
Half Term Monday 17th – Friday 21st February 
First Day Monday 24th February 
Last Day Friday 3rd April (1:20 Finish) 

 
SUMMER TERM 2020 

 
First Day Monday 20th April 

  Bank Holiday Friday 8th May 
Half Term Monday 25th – Friday 29th May 
First Day Monday 1st June 
Last Day Friday 17th July (1:20 Finish) 
 
 

*Please note that there will be 3 additional Inset days.  These will be 
announced as soon as they are confirmed. 
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News from our P.E. Leader

                                        

Town Sports 2019
On 6th June 2019 St. James’ attended Town Sports at 
Kings Park Athletics Centre. We walked with 30 children 
from years 4, 5 and 6. It was a beautiful sunny day, 
perfect for an athletics event. The children each took 
part in a race, which consisted of sprints, 50m, 60m and 
150m, long distance 600m and relays. Winners of each 
race go on to represent Bournemouth at the County 
Athletic Finals on 28th June 2019 at Kings Park Athletics 
Stadium. St .James’ was lucky enough that 
two of our children achieved the honour to 
represent Bournemouth. Jonathon Baptist, 
who ran in the 150m sprint and Thomas Butler 
who stormed home in the 600 metres.  
Amazing achievements from the boys. 
All the children were great ambassadors for
St. James’ and were a pleasure to spend 
the day with.

Bikeability
On the 4th, 6th and 7th June 2019, 17 
Year 6 children completed Level 1 and 
2 of the Bikeability course. All of the 
children arrived at school with their 
bikes, helmets and comfortable clothes.  
The Level 1 course took place in the 
playground, with the children learning 
how to control their bike and prepare to 
cycle on the roads. For their Level 2 the 
children ventured onto the roads and 
learnt how to cycle on single-lane roads 
and how to use junctions. On Friday 7th 
June it was raining all day, however, 
this did not stop the children going 
out, putting on their waterproofs and 
continuing their course. All the children 
achieved their Bikeability Level 1 and 
Level 2. 

In September 2019 we are planning to 
open Bikeability to our current Year 5’s. 
Further information will be sent out during 
September 2019. 

Swimming Gala at Bournemouth 
Collegiate School 

12 St. James’ children attended a 
swimming gala at Bournemouth Collegiate 
School on 10th June.  The children from 
Year 6 and Year 5 had to swim individual 
races against other schools. They then 
finished the two hour event with relay 
races. Our children gave a fantastic 
performance and gave their very best 
during each race. Lucas Garel Jones 
came first in his individual race and 
on Saturday 15th June took part in the 
swimming county finals and won! 
Well done Lucas.
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Bournemouth School 

Current Y5 students can register to take the 11+ (via Bournemouth 
School website) between 23rd April 2019 – 6th September (noon) 2019.

Apply through your Local Authority by 31st October 2019. 

Further information for entry to the school and the entrance test is 
available via the link below. 

http://www.bournemouth-school.org/235/joining-for-year-7
 

The Open Evening for Y7 2020 entries is scheduled for 
Thursday 4th July 2019 between 6:30pm – 8:30pm. 

No need to register for the Open Evening – all welcome!
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St. James’ 
 

 
Needs YOU! 

Are you interested in supporting learning in our academy?  Could you offer 
some time each week to help our children flourish?  If yes, we would like to 

invite you to become a volunteer in our school!  

Roles can include: 

 Reading one-to-one with children 
 Practising times tables and basic skills in Maths 
 Helping support project lessons/days 
 Delivering topics you are particularly interested in 

We would be happy to run a ‘taster session’ for volunteers to come in for an 
afternoon and see how they fare before committing to any further dates.  If you are 
interested in joining our team or know anyone who might be, please feel free to 
speak to Mr Slattery or email him at john.slattery@stjamescebournemouth.com.  
Alternatively, please ring the school office on 01202 426696.  And please do not 
worry – we are flexible and this does not mean you will be obliged every week!  We 
passionately believe you can make a difference to a child’s learning.   


