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Welcome back to the 2019-20 academic year!  
As always it has been a joy and a pleasure 
seeing the children return and hearing the 
echoes of laughter, challenge, friendship and 
learning fill the classrooms, corridors and 
playgrounds of our school.

We are in interesting times at the moment as 
our political class struggle to cope with the 
responsibility that is upon them to lead our 
country forwards.  I have real concerns about 
how this leadership is ultimately going to filter 
out into our communities and how we, and our 
children, will read and absorb the examples of 
how our ruling adults are conducting 
themselves.  I hope we are teaching the 
children at St. James’ to be better, to be more 
inclusive, to be more empathetic and to listen 
and respect all voices in our community.

In tandem with worries about our national 
discourse, a rising cultural concern many 
colleagues in education leadership share is our 
perception that there is an ongoing and slow 
deterioration in the capacity of primary age 
children to manage the world around them 
and their own mental health.  There are also 
less places where we can go to access 
specialist support to enhance what we can 
offer in reply, which is perhaps how we would 
have responded in the past.  

So, within that landscape, how are we 
responding?  Well, starting next week we 
are introducing a substantial upgrade to our 
PSHCE curriculum.  For the past six months we 
have been writing, developing and building a 
program that we are calling the ‘ARK 
Curriculum’.  Three times a year, in six week 
blocks, the whole school will be engaging in 
explicitly learning how to build  a healthy and 
positive sense of identity, healthy relationships 
and a sense of purpose and hope for the 
future.  

Every year group will explore the same themes 
in age appropriate ways so that throughout 
their time in the academy we layer upon layer 
strategies within our children that enable them 
to have a strong sense of the value of 
themselves, the power of strong relationships 
with others and a feeling of purposefulness 
towards their futures.

We have trialled this curriculum with some 
considerable success on a small scale and we 
feel that by upscaling and supercharging it to 
the whole school we could build ever more 
effective foundations for the current and 
future health and well being of all our 
community.  

We begin in term one by focussing on LOVE 
- developing a healthy sense of self identity 
and the ability to build up self and others.  In 
the Autumn we will introduce FORGIVENESS - 
developing healthy relationships, boundaries, 
communication and trust, and in the Summer 
we will visit HOPE - that sense of purpose and 
hope for the future.

We have also invested in training for one of our 
colleagues to become accredited in Trauma 
Informed Schools - a program that will 
specifically allow us to create bespoke support 
for children most at need of mental health 
support.

Alongside Mrs Goode, our Family Support 
Worker (who is always available to provide 
assistance, signposting or guidance to all our 
community), we feel positive that the new 
ARK curriculum and our increasing specialism 
to support difficult needs are going to be a 
strong benefit to St. James’.

Because, as the well known phrase goes, 
‘We are worth it’.

Message from Mr Payne
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Overall Attendance
The current overall attendance figure for the academy is:

96.62%

1st Place
Stingray

Attendance: 98.97%

2nd Place
London

Attendance: 97.80%

3rd Place
Bogota

Attendance: 97.41%

Attendance and Punctuality

Our whole school attendance target is 97.5% for this academic year. Being in school 
on time every day is vital for the best outcomes for all children. The school doors open 
at 8.30am and close at 8.40am. Classrooms are set up and ready for 8.30am, which is 

when we start learning. Please aim to be here at 8.30am. Arriving at 8.40am should only 
be if you are held up in traffic etc.

We have been working closely with Bournemouth’s Educational Welfare team and 
have improved and clarified our systems for monitoring and responding to 

attendance issues. 

Our Attendance Procedure is as follows:
1. When a child’s attendance drops to 94% we will make a phone call home to flag 

this. 94% attendance is equivalent to a child missing 11 days of school in one 
academic year. 

2. When a child’s attendance drops below 90% we will send a letter home to formally 
acknowledge this, make parents aware and offer support. 90% attendance is 

equivalent to a child missing 19 days of school in one academic year. 
3. If the child’s attendance levels don’t improve, a second letter will be sent home 

inviting parents in to a meeting to discuss attendance and draw up an 
attendance contract. 

4. If the child’s attendance remains low, a third letter will be sent home. This letter 
advises parents that they have a 15-day monitoring period in which to improve their 

child’s attendance to above 90% in order to avoid legal action. At the end of the 
15 days, a meeting will be held to review the situation. 

5. If the child’s attendance does not improve to above 90% over this monitoring time 
frame, a fourth letter will be sent to parents advising them that we are requesting a 

penalty notice (fine) and potential court action from the local authority.

Please do not wait until we contact you if you are having problems getting your 
child to school. Mrs Goode is on the gate most mornings and you do not need an 

appointment to speak with her. We can offer support and advice and work with you to 
improve the situation. Being in school on time every day is so important for each child’s 

chances of success in life and we want all children at St. James’ to be able to reach 
their full potential. 

Class Attendance Champions since the last newsletter
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Drop-in coffee morning
Every Monday 8.45am - 9.30am

Come and have a drink and a chat with either Mrs Dimambro, Mrs Allen or Mrs Goode, 
and meet other parents.  We discuss things such as special educational needs, family 
dynamics, parenting, finance and anything else that you might want to chat through.  

Alternatively, just come in for a cuppa to start off your week!

              Lost Property

 Lost property boxes are stationed 
            outside the school 
                       office. 

Unsafe Parking And Drop Off 
Around Our School

We would like to remind you to 
park safely and considerately when 

dropping off and collecting your 
children.

We are liaising with the local Traffic 
Wardens to improve the safety 

around our school site and hope 
parents will be supportive.

Reception and Sunshine Room 
Plea

We would love any 
donations of: 

• complete puzzles
• small world toys

• vehicles
• animals

• dolls house/dolls
• threading
• Play-Doh
• tweezers

• peg boards
• lego 

• creative resources 
• football games

NO SOFT TOYS PLEASE

Summer Reading Challange

We invited all children to take part in our first 
Summer Holiday Reading Bingo Challenge.

A bingo card was supplied to be completed 
over the Summer-break.

38 children took up the challenge.

Well done to the folllowing children who got a 
‘full house’!
Jack Prince
Leah Philp

Emilia Parsons
Mason Goodchild

Joseph Karanja
Thomas Collum-Mills

Rory Shephard
Thomas Nimmo
Jasmin Wood
Nicolas Wood
Cherry Parsons
Peter Nimmo

Indiana London
Leah Dixon-Box

Maisie Boorn
Zara Ferreira-Alturas 

Emily Hubbard
Isla Woolner

David Karanja
Orson Wardley-Mersh

Recorder Lessons - 
There is still space available 
with Mrs Bright for year 2 - 

please let the office know if 
you would like your child to 

have a place.

Car Park
Could we remind Parents, for safety 
reasons, that the school car park is 
not to be used by Parents at drop 
off or collection.  Thank you.
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Uniform

Our Uniform policy must be followed at all times. All information can be found on the 
school website.  This also applies to our P.E. kit. 

This is important because it gives all children a shared identity, an equal sense of 
belonging and does not make children feel ‘different’.

Summer and Winter uniform – as appropriate to the weather

           

    No fancy hair ornaments are permitted.  
                                      Hair slides or bands should be brown, 
    black or school colours

                                                              
      Black, sturdy, practical shoes
                        (boots, trainers or high-heeled 
 shoes are not permitted)

           Hoodies/jumpers cannot be a 
           replacement for a waterproof 
           coat or our school uniform

         School Jumper
      Waterproof Coat with hood

Uniform

Our Uniform policy must be followed at all times. All information can be found on the 
school website.  This also applies to our P.E. kit. 

This is important because it gives all children a shared identity, an equal sense of 
belonging and does not make children feel ‘different’.

Summer and Winter uniform – as appropriate to the weather

           

    No fancy hair ornaments are permitted.  
                                      Hair slides or bands should be brown, 
    black or school colours

                                                             Black, sturdy, practical shoes
                             (boots, trainers or high-heeled 
           shoes are not permitted)

           

    Hoodies/jumpers cannot be a 
    replacement for a waterproof 
          coat or our school uniform

       Waterproof coat with hood

       School jumper
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Year Group Updates: EYFS / KS1

Year 1
Another busy and exciting week completed in Year 1! Last week we practised a fire drill, 

enjoyed PE with Mr Burke and discussed what we can do to save the planet.

English and Maths information:

English

In English, we reminded ourselves of the sounds we learnt in Reception and using these 
sounds to write simple sentences. The children are encouraged to change their book 

every morning as part of their morning jobs, so if you can remind them of this, it supports 
their developing independence.

Maths

We began our Maths learning with revisiting counting forwards and backwards starting 
from any number to 100. Also looking at one more and one less than a given number to 
100. By the end of Year 1 children need to be able to write 0-20 in word form so we will 
be covering this regularly. This is something for you to bear in mind for when you are out 

and about and counting, you can encourage them to write them in the sand etc.

Reception
Whooppeeee!!  They’re in!  We are delighted to welcome the newest cohort to our 
school as they fill out our registers and complete the St. James’ family for another year.  
Well done to the brave adults who have left them at the gate and allowed them to 
take those latest steps towards independence, we’re really proud of you too!  

Ladies and gentlemen, we give you…. Reception!
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Year Group Updates: KS1/KS2
Year 2

Year 2 spent a morning down at the beach discovering what makes our beach so 
fantastic and learning why we need to protect it. Whilst on the sunny shore, we created 
amazing sand sculptures individually decorated beautifully with natural items found on 
the beach. Whilst collecting their decorative items, Year 2 became passionate about 
finding litter of all shapes and sizes and putting it in the rubbish bin. 

They were surprised to find that most of the litter they found were small pieces of plastic 
that could easily be consumed by sea creatures! Once the amazing sand sculptures 
were made, we talked as a year group about recycling and that often things that we 
recycle could have been reused instead. To practice this, Year 2 were instructed to 
remove the decorations from their sand sculptures and use them to decorate a sand 
footprint. Whilst doing this, they were thinking about the message ‘leave only footprints’ 
on the beach and they also continued to collect litter!

On return to school, Year 2 continued their learning to help them get one step closer 
to saving the world. The children had the choice of several activities including:

Painting a sea picture
Creating lego sea creatures
Sorting recycled items
Drawing a ‘save the beach’ poster
Some quality pieces of learning were produced that afternoon which we cannot wait 
to display.

Year 2 had a wonderful day which helped them understand why it is so important to 
act now if we really are going to save the world.
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Year 4
Well, what a start to life in Year 4! The children have really settled into their new routines 
and have been a credit to the St. James’ family. We’ve also fully committed to our new 
whole school project ‘St. James’ Saves the World’ – watch this space for our pledges 
next week…

Also, we are now fully in the routine of Maths and English lessons and what a first Maths 
lesson we had… Top Trumps!

In our first lesson all Year 4 children were fully engrossed in Top Trump battles. Not only 
was this really fun and engaging, it also involved lots of key Maths skills including reading 
larger numbers (in some cases with negative numbers and numbers up to 100,000!), 
along with ordering and comparing numbers. 

It introduced us to our new unit of place value perfectly, laying the foundations for 
everything we will do in Maths this year.

We must also say a huge thank you to all families who offered their Top Trumps for the 
lesson, it really did help to make it a huge success!

Year Group Updates: KS2
Year 3

We had a fabulous week learning all about recycling and pollution. 

We had great fun at the beach and have enjoyed a variety of workshops from Sobo 
Wastebusters and Mr Twitchen. 

We hope the children have been talking about what they have learnt and are helping 
you with recycling at home. 

In our project work ‘St James’ Saves the World’ we have been learning about how 
pollution is affecting our air, sea and land. We have been drawing around our feet and 
discussing what ‘footprints’ we want to leave behind in the world.



 St. James’ C of E Primary Academy       Newsletter

Year 6
On our recent beach trip, Year 6 sent a very clear message with our eco friendly slogans 
carved in the sand using resources we found on the beach. We had to be creative with 
our words and make it snappy enough to give a clear message to the world that we all 

need to work together to protect our beaches and the world around us. 

With Mr Payne’s drone 
photography to help, 

we think the results were 
pretty good!

Year 5
We were all lucky enough to squeeze in one more beach trip while the sun was shining 
to help us learn about our new topic outdoors and see some of the things we have 
been talking about for ourselves.  Year 5 spent the morning doing a range of activities.

We asked the public different questions about the environment. One of our questions 
was ‘How many times do you use your car in a day?’. The public were impressed by 
how thoughtful our questions were and how it made them really think about how they 
get about each day and what they do for the environment.

We scoured the beach and took a tally of all the litter we could find to see what was 
the most littered item.  We took a moment to sit on the beach and think about what a 
wonderful world we live in. Focusing on what we could see, hear, smell, touch and taste 
(tasting the air!) and really taking in and having a calm moment.  We created some 
beach art using all the materials on the beach like shells and stones, thinking about how 
everything has another use.  We then created our own rules for the beach and how 
we would make the beach more eco-friendly.  We had a fantastic time and did some 
priceless hands on learning which was loved by all!
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Dates for your Diary
There is also a calendar on our school website with all of this information on.... given 
the advance planning for some of these events, it is possible that there may be some 
changes to the schedule.  The calendar on the website will be the most up to date 
place to check if anything changes.

September 2019

27th PSA Family Fun Night

October 2019

1st  Cross Country League - Littledown
2nd KS1 Harvest Festival Service
3rd KS2 Harvest Festival Service
3rd PSA Meeting
7th Y6 Bikeability Level 1
8th Y6 Bikeability Level 1
10th Y5 Boys Predator Football    
  Tournament - Littledown
10th Y4 Sleepover Parents’ 
 Briefing 3.15pm
15th Cross Country League - 
 Sir David English Centre
16th Y4 ‘Be Prepared’ Day
17th Y6 Bikeability Level 2
18th  Y6 Bikeability Level 2
18th PSA Film Club
19th Open Morning
21st Y6 Bikeability Level 2
21st Y5 Stiggy Parent Outcome at   
  2.15pm - 2.45pm
21st Y6 Calshot Parents’ Information  
 evening at 3.30pm
22nd Y6 Bikeability Level 2
24th Y5 and Y6 Girls’ Predator Football   
 tournament - Littledown
24th Y4 School Sleepover Night
25th Breakup for Half Term 
 at normal time

November 2019

4th School Starts at 8.30am
7th Bogota and Santiago Class    
 Worship
7th Y6 boys Invitational Football   
 Tournament - Littledown
10th Dorset school’s Tumbling   
 Competition - Rossmore
12th Cross Country League - Slades Farm

November 2019 Continued

13th Y5 and Y6 Can Do Football    
 Tournament
19th  Parents’ Evening
20th Parents’ Evening
22nd PSA Quiz Night
25th  Year 6 Calshot Residential 
 25th - 26th November
27th Y3 and Y4 Can Do Football   
  Tournament
28th Rome Class Worship

December 2019

2nd Whole school remembrance service  
 - Peace Garden
3rd Cross Country Relay - Littledown
6th PSA Winter Wonderland
10th Reception Christmas Production at  
 2pm at 5.30pm
12th Y3 and Y4 Christmas Production at  
 2pm and 6pm
16th Y1 and Y2 Christmas Production at  
 2pm and 6pm
17th Y5 and Y6 Carols by Candlelight at  
 6.30pm in the Church
20th Breakup at 1.20pm

January 2020

6th Inset Day
7th Term Starts at 8.30am
29th High 5 Netball Tournament - BSG
30th Stingray Class Worship

Advanced notice 2020

Early May Bank Holiday (VE Day) 
is Friday 8th May 2020
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Term Dates 2019 - 2020 
 
 
AUTUMN TERM 
 
Inset Day  Monday 2nd September 2019 
Inset Day  Tuesday 3rd September 
First Day  Wednesday 4th September 
Half Term  Monday 28th October – Friday 1st November 
Last Day  Friday 20th December (finish at 1.20pm) 
 
SPRING TERM 
 
Inset Day  Monday 6th January 2020 
First Day  Tuesday 7th January 
Half Term  Monday 17th February – Friday 21st February 
Last Day  Friday 3rd April (finish at 1.20pm) 
 
SUMMER TERM 
 
First Day  Monday 20th April 
Bank Holiday Friday 8th May 
Half Term  Monday 25th May – Friday 29th May 
Inset Day  Monday 22nd June 
Last Day  Friday 17th July (finish at 1.20pm) 
Inset Day  Monday 20th July 
 

St. James’ Church of 
England Primary 
Academy 
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News from Mr Brown

On Wednesday 18th September, our Year 6 boys’ football team were invited to play in 
the Moyles Court Football festival.  We were placed in Group C.

In the first game, we played Forres Sandal Manor school and won 3-0, with Thomas 
scoring a hat-trick.

Game 2 saw us play Yarrells, and after twice being behind, drew 2-2, with Jonathan 
scoring twice.

Game 3 was against Lee Hurst Swan school, where we won 3-0 and Sidney grabbed a 
brace to add to Lucas’ goal.

In game 4 we played Clayesmore school, where Sidney gave us a 1-0 victory, with a 
‘Bergkamp’ style finish.

We had won the group with 3 wins and 1 draw. Onto the quarter finals, where Castle 
Court school awaited. They were defeated 3-1 with goals from James and a couple 
from Thomas.

The semi finals are always tense affairs, and Dumpton school provided stiff opposition, 
Reece opened the scoring with a 30 yard special, but they equalised. The game 
looked to be heading to extra time, until Henry produced his long range effort that 
soared past the goalkeeper.

We were through to the final against Baden Powell school.
Unfortunately, Fin conceded an early goal and we looked destined to finish runners up, 
until one of their defenders accidentally let the ball hit his hand in the area, meaning 
Thomas was able to calmly slot away the resulting penalty.

After extra time, the 2 teams could not be separated and the game finished 1-1.
The dreaded penalty shoot out was upon us.
4 penalty takers form each team were required and it was time for Fin to try to be the 
hero in goal.

Thomas stepped up first......saved!
Their turn.....saved!
James ran up and..... saved!
Baden Powell .....saved!
Lucas strode up and....GOAL!
Baden Powell .....scored.
Henry our captain was last to go.....GOAL!
If Finlay saves the next penalty, we win.......

SAVED!!!!!
St. James’ are champions and each received a 
medal. Congratulations to all involved and a big 
thank you to the parents for shouting and cheering.
Onwards and upwards!
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Look at the achievements from 
some of our children

Florence McDonald - 
Washington

Over the Summer, Florence passed her 
Grade 1 piano exam! She has worked 

very hard to practise for this.

Bailey and Imogen-Belle
 Langlois - Stingray

This summer as a family we went to Polzeath to volunteer at ‘The 
Tube Station’, a church/surf lounge/ community project for the whole 

of August. Whilst this may seem like an unusual achievement, we 
watched the twins get stuck in and get involved with all that there 

was to do and be a part of, often taking the initiative (e.g. cleaning 
tables, being kind and friendly to someone who was lovely, caring for 

a wide range of friendly wild animals, regularly going tothe marine 
conservation centre to ask questions and offer help etc... ) we felt that 

they achieved an awful lot for 6 year olds. 

They learnt about volunteering and ‘working for community value’, 
not money; being part of a team; serving and interacting with paying 

customers and much much more...

They also stood up on a surf board on their first attempt which was a 
particular highlight for them.

They made scrap book journals which they are keen to bring in and 
share with the teacher/class as appropriate and we would love them 
to share this unique experience to celebrate what they did but also 

inspire others to get involved with community projects as no age is too 
young to start this. 
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We are working on an action plan to start up a fully functioning garden allotment 
that will allow our children to cultivate soil, grow plants, harvest them and then turn 

that produce into food that we could sell in a community cafe!!

The project would need to be led by a small team of keen gardeners who would love 
to give their time to oversee a process that leads us from start to finish before restarting 
the cycle.  You would be supported by teachers and leaders within our school and our 
first Gardening Committee would even join with us to work up the plans for the layout 

and installation of the gardens.  Exciting!

If you, or someone you know, has the love of gardening and the time to put into being 
a part of our small committee, leading learning for our children, then we would love to 
hear from you for an initial, no strings attached meeting to discuss the project further 
- we were thinking that there may be some retired parents or grandparents who may 

feel like this is just their cup of tea!!!

If you are interested in joining our team or know anyone who might be, please contact 
the school office at the start of the new academic year on 01202 426696 or email 

office@stjamescebournemouth.com anytime! 

Volunteers Required For Our Prospective 
Gardening Club

Come and join the St. James’ Family
This year, we are actively seeking to ‘adopt’ the elderly members of the community 
into the St. James’ Family.  We would like to welcome the older generation into our 
academy to work with the children in all sorts of ways; be it reading, writing or maths 
work, arts and crafts, design and technology, or even just talking and sharing stories 
with some children in order to boost their confidence.  

Our aim is to utilise their incredible life skills, experiences and passions to inspire our 
generation of young learners.  This can be on a weekly basis or less frequently, the 
school is flexible in facilitating this opportunity.  It is our strong belief that both children 
and adults alike will gain so much from the experience.  

We would be happy to run a ‘taster session’ for volunteers to come in for an afternoon 
and see how they fare before committing to any further dates.  If you are interested in 
joining our team or know anyone who might be, please feel free to speak to Mr Slattery 
or email him at john.slattery@stjamescebournemouth.com.  Alternatively, please ring 
the school office on 01202 426696.  
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St. James’ 
 

 
Needs YOU! 

Are you interested in supporting learning in our academy?  Could you offer 
some time each week to help our children flourish?  If yes, we would like to 

invite you to become a volunteer in our school!  

Roles can include: 

 Reading one-to-one with children 
 Practising times tables and basic skills in Maths 
 Helping support project lessons/days 
 Delivering topics you are particularly interested in 

We would be happy to run a ‘taster session’ for volunteers to come in for an 
afternoon and see how they fare before committing to any further dates.  If you are 
interested in joining our team or know anyone who might be, please feel free to 
speak to Mr Slattery or email him at john.slattery@stjamescebournemouth.com.  
Alternatively, please ring the school office on 01202 426696.  And please do not 
worry – we are flexible and this does not mean you will be obliged every week!  We 
passionately believe you can make a difference to a child’s learning.   
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PSA Information

Monies raised at last events

• Ice creams: £352.07

•Mufti/Disco: £600.36

•Uniform sales: £126.50

Next PSA Events

•Activity Night - Friday 27th September 
3pm – 5:30pm/6pm 

Donations of Children’s Books required on 
the day to be left under tree please

•Film Club - Friday 18th October

•Quiz Night - Friday 22nd November  

• Winter Wonderland  -  Friday 6th December 
• 

• Christmas Crafts – Date TBC  
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