
Welcome to Year 1
St. James’ Church of England 

Primary Academy



Introductions



Also…

Mr Payne
Principal

Mr Brown
Vice Principal

Mrs Allen
SENDCo

These three people are also the designated safeguarding team – if you have any concerns 
about child welfare you should speak with them in the first instance.



Family Support Worker

Mrs Goode
Family Support Worker

Mrs Goode works in partnership between the school and parents/ families.  She increases our 
pastoral care provision, focuses on attendance and provides direct support to families at times 
of need.  You will often see her standing by the school gate in the morning, if you want to chat 

or arrange an appointment.



Uniform
Uniform – Uniform policy to be followed.  Information on the school website.  This also applies to P.E. kit. This 

is important because it gives all children a shared identity, an equal sense of belonging and does not 
make children feel ‘different’

Summer and Winter uniform – as appropriate to the weather

No fancy hair ornaments are permitted. 
Hair slides or bands should be brown, 

black or school colours

Black, sturdy, practical school shoes 

(boots, trainers or high–heeled 
shoes are not permitted)

Hoodies/ Jumpers can not be a 
replacement for a waterproof coat or our 

school uniform
School Jumper

Waterproof Coat with hood



Parentmail App

Get the App!!  
It’s free and you can sign forms for permission online etc.

Password problems etc. please come and ask the office for 
assistance



Online payments

Woohoo!!  We’ve dragged ourselves into the modern age!

You can now pay for everything through the online 
payment system in Parentmail



Make sure you are signed up and have downloaded the 
app – at least two messages direct to your phone per half 

term that will help you to understand about your child’s 
successes and what they are working on next – Marvellous!



Timetable information
• PE on Tuesday
• Library on Friday
• Awards Worship on Friday
• PPA every other Tuesday

Autumn 1
• PE with Mike Burke on Thursday



Lunch boxes, snacks etc.

We have a no nuts policy.  Please respect this for the safety of all 
children.

Healthy and balanced diet.
Drinks – no fizzy.  Bottles named.

Water bottles for the classroom but, again, must be named.
Water only in the water bottles, no squash/flavoured water etc.

Snack – hand held healthy food e.g. fruit or cereal bar.



Attendance / Punctuality
School doors open at 8.30am and close at 8.40am.

Classrooms are set up and ready for learning at 8.30am which is when 
we start learning.

Please aim to be here at 8.30am
Arriving at 8.40am should be if you are held up in traffic etc.

We often begin our day with key skills warm ups that address previous 
misconceptions – missing this is going to harm your child’s progress…



Attendance timeline
1) When a child's attendance drops to 94% you will receive a phone call to 

flag this to you.
2) When a child's attendance drops below 90% a letter is sent home to 

formally acknowledge this, make parents aware and offer support.
3) If the child's attendance levels don't improve, a second letter will be sent 
home inviting parents in to a meeting to discuss attendance and draw up an 
attendance contract.



Attendance timeline
4) If the child's attendance remains low, a third letter will be sent home. This 
letter advises parents that they have a 15-day monitoring period in which to 
improve their child's attendance to above 90% in order to avoid legal action. 
At the end of the 15 days, a meeting will be arranged to review the situation.
5) If the child's attendance does not improve to above 90% over this 
monitoring time frame, a fourth letter will be sent to parents advising them 
that we are requesting a penalty notice (fine) and potential court action 
from the local authority.



Parent Governor 
Election

• No education background is necessary
• Approximately 2 meetings per half term
• The other parent governors include; Martin 

Leamon, Bianca Atie, Jonathon Adams, 
Michael Owen, Esther Vaughan and Rob 
Woolner. 



End of Day Collection –
please leave room!

Church

Playground

School Hall

Adults
Children



Trips/ Events planned
Across every school year group, we try to provide as many experiences as possible 

to supplement and support the children’s curriculum to bring learning alive and 
inspire new ways of thinking.  Inevitably, some of these experiences carry a cost…

As a guide, we aim for about three extra curricular opportunities a year:
One should be local and free to experience

One may involve a visitor or trip and should be less than £5
One may involve a visitor or trip and cost up to £15

These visits are ideally spaced out across the three terms

As yet we don’t have any specific dates booked in but in previous years we have had a trip to 
a zoo/farm in Spring 2 and providing this links in with the curriculum then this will go ahead again 
but we will give you as much notice as possible. 



Home/School books
• Support the children’s learning
• Enhance our links with home 
• Improve your understanding of learning and 

expectations for your child’s year group
• A new book for each year group
• Based on parental feedback
• Every child will be given their first copy, a 

replacement copy will cost £5 (because of 
the costs of reproduction).



Homework
See from page 6 in the home school book.

Year 1 and 2

Spelling:
In Year 1 and 2 there are a set of key words that children must be able to spell by the end of the two 
years.  These key words are displayed in this book and can be ticked off when they have been 
learned confidently.
In Y2 children will also record in their books words that they have spelled incorrectly in learning during 
the week that must be learned before the start of the following week.  

Reading:
Children in Y1&2 should have a reading experience every day at home.  Either they should read to a 
parent, a parent should read to them, or they should listen to an audio book or similar.  As a minimum 
expectation they should complete one book from the reading scheme each week.

Maths:
Following the curriculum, we will share with parents a list of expectations for what their children should 
be able to do at the end of their year group.  There will be meetings in school, support on the school’s 
website and informal opportunities to gain advice from teachers for how parents can support each 
child to achieve these minimum standards by the end of the year.



Also, MYMATHS – homework will be set based on half termly objectives.  Children and parents will be 
free to choose when they complete the homework tasks. There will be a lunchtime club to allow those 
children who cannot access the internet to complete some MyMaths in school.

Project:
Projects will be open ended and linked to the half term’s topics.  Teachers will put together 
suggestions to support open ended home learning using headings such as:

visit/explore
watch
learn
create
write
discuss

These ideas could be linked to our learning values
Each topic will include an ‘end point’ where the children will be asked to reflect on their individual 
learning following our ‘language of learning’ process.  What did I learn?  What would I do differently 
next time?  What mistakes did I make?  



Reading
‘The first reason to read aloud to older children is 
to consider the fact that a child’s reading level 
doesn’t catch up to his/her listening level until 

about Year 7 (age 12-13)…
You have to hear it before you can speak it, and 

you have to speak it before you can read it.  
Reading at this level happens through the ear.’

Jim Trelease, The Read-Aloud Handbook, 2013



Reading
It is SO important that you encourage your child to read and hear them 
read – it’s one of the most important gifts you can give them in their lives

All reading to be recorded in Home/School books starting on page 24

Also, on page 8, there are reading prompts to help make your discussions 
about reading more effective and consistent with the kind of questions we 

ask in school.



‘Non negotiables’
Broken down into the key curriculum milestones for your 

child in Reading, Writing and Maths.  

These can be found on page 9

Please help us by focusing your support on helping them 
achieve these goals by the end of the year.



Website Information 
and Overview



Year Group
Home Pages

Our year group
home page will be 

updated each week 
on a Friday



Content updated weekly

• Learning within that week
• English/ Maths
• Other curriculum
• General Information
• Occasional homework

• Please check once a 
week!

Year Group Staff

Related learning

Upcoming events

Latest letters

Relevant posts

• Whole school or year 
group specific

• Last 6 relevant items

• Whole school or year 
group specific

• Last 4 relevant items
• Full calendar in 

‘Events’

• Does what it says on 
the tin…

• Stuff on the website 
related to the whole 
school or our year 
group

• This term’s curriculum 
overview

• The project overview
• Anything else to 

support learning

What you find on our 
year group page.

(It’s really very useful…!)



Calendar
of Events

Link to add this 
calendar to your 

phone will be sent 
by parentmail

again soon.

Access via website 
menu

Click on an entry for more information…



Dates for the Future
Friday 13th September – Fraser portraits – all children have picture taken

Wednesday 2nd October – KS1 Harvest Festival service (parents welcome)

Thursday 3rd October – KS2 Harvest Festival service (parents welcome)

Saturday 19th October – Open Morning

Tuesday 19th and Wednesday 20th November – Parents’ evenings



Information tab

Useful Information 
and forms

Let us know of your 
child’s achievement



Prayer Group Meetings

In school
Every Monday morning 8.30-9am

All welcome, whether occasionally or 
regularly, we’d love to see new faces!
You can also request that we pray for 

something specifically through the school 
website 

(on the prayer group page)



PSA
(Parent and Staff Association)

In recent history, the PSA have purchased:

Our Christmas tree (visible from Space!)
A new reading scheme

iPads
Sports Day T-shirts

Curriculum resources
A sound system for the hall

Gifts for children on key occasions
and more…



PSA
(Parent and Staff Association)

Friday 27th September –
Family Activity Evening and BBQ

3.30pm – 5.30pm

We want to welcome new members (adults and children) to our 
school community and hope to encourage new volunteers to join 

our friendly team!



We look forward to working in partnership 
with you – together we are stronger!

The image part with relationship ID rId3 was not 
found in the file.

Thank you for coming along to the 
presentation.


