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Last weekend we opened up the school doors 
and welcomed a whole new cohort of 
prospective children and families who are 
interested in the possibility of their children 
coming to St. James’.  For this keynote event in 
the school year, many people came together to 
ensure that we had the capacity to 
properly engage with the visitors and explore 
any questions they may have.

The Reception team laid out a banquet of 
activities for children to get stuck into and 
Dolphins and Seals classrooms were 
thronging with activity from start to finish.  
Around the school, adults were positioned to 
share information at strategic points and the 
visiting children were tasked with finding 9 
hidden letters that would unlock a special code 
to allow them to have their faces painted and 
play on the bouncy castle in the hall.

I’m grateful to all the school staff who gave up 
their Saturday morning to support this 
occasion, and particularly to the school 
governors and members of the PSA who kept 
up a constant stream of refreshments and chat 
in the staff room to resupply energy levels and 
celebrate our school’s family.

We think that there were between 350 and 400 
visitors who came to look around the school, and 
by my count there were at least five children 
who were crying and in distress during the 
morning.   Normally, this would be a bad sign 
and something that would cause us some 
concern, but it was gratifying when all their 
parents told me that the reason their child was 
so upset was because they had just been told it 
was time to leave and go home...!  

There was so much positivity from our guests 
and I thoroughly enjoyed sharing photos of the 
learning activities that have been going on so 
far during our school year - once again it was a 
proud moment to be the leader of St. James’.

I have also been proud, in a different way, of the 
general response from the whole community to 
the recent Bournemouth Echo news story.  As I 
am sure many of you will appreciate, it was 
extremely dis-spiriting to read an article that did 
not reflect the true nature of our school and 
tended towards sensation rather than factual 
representation.

I know that such an article will have (and did) 
cause some fears and anxieties about the 
potential safety of your children and I am so 
grateful to everyone who came to meetings, 
discussed on the phone or spoke with adults in 
person to understand the realities and reassure 
themselves of the fact that yes, your children are 
safe at St. James’.  Likewise, those messages of 
support and understanding from people who felt 
a similar disappointment at the way the school 
was portrayed were timely to hear and our 
whole community was grateful for your support.

St. James’ is a broad community of 420 children 
and their families, not to mention the many 
adults who work here also.  Much like a family, 
every community that is built on relationships and 
human connections will experience highs and 
lows, challenges and celebrations.  We are a 
learning community and have certainly listened 
to a wide range of really useful feedback in the 
days following the article, and we will continue 
to reflect on what was shared and use that 
information to learn lessons for the future.

St. James’ is a loving, caring school that values 
every member of our community and seeks, 
every day, to do good in the world and build 
strong and responsible citizens.  Sometimes, 
when the chips are down, you really have a 
chance to see the heart within - our recent 
challenges confirmed what a strong and 
valuable community we collectively are.  Thank 
you for your part in that, and I hope you have a 
fantastic half term.

Message from Mr Payne
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Overall Attendance
The current overall attendance figure for the academy is:

96.52%

1st Place
Bogota

Attendance:  98.60%

Joint 2nd Place
Madrid/Dolphin

Attendance: 97.98%

3rd Place
Stingray

Attendance: 97.81%

Attendance and Punctuality

Our whole school attendance target is 97.5% for this academic year. Being in school 
on time every day is vital for the best outcomes for all children. The school doors open 
at 8.30am and close at 8.40am. Classrooms are set up and ready for 8.30am, which is 

when we start learning. Please aim to be here at 8.30am. Arriving at 8.40am should only 
be if you are held up in traffic etc.

We have been working closely with Bournemouth’s Educational Welfare team and 
have improved and clarified our systems for monitoring and responding to 

attendance issues. 

Our Attendance Procedure is as follows:
1. When a child’s attendance drops to 94% we will make a phone call home to flag 

this. 94% attendance is equivalent to a child missing 11 days of school in one 
academic year. 

2. When a child’s attendance drops below 90% we will send a letter home to formally 
acknowledge this, make parents aware and offer support. 90% attendance is 

equivalent to a child missing 19 days of school in one academic year. 
3. If the child’s attendance levels don’t improve, a second letter will be sent home 

inviting parents in to a meeting to discuss attendance and draw up an 
attendance contract. 

4. If the child’s attendance remains low, a third letter will be sent home. This letter 
advises parents that they have a 15-day monitoring period in which to improve their 

child’s attendance to above 90% in order to avoid legal action. At the end of the 
15 days, a meeting will be held to review the situation. 

5. If the child’s attendance does not improve to above 90% over this monitoring time 
frame, a fourth letter will be sent to parents advising them that we are requesting a 

penalty notice (fine) and potential court action from the local authority.

Please do not wait until we contact you if you are having problems getting your 
child to school. Mrs Goode is on the gate most mornings and you do not need an 

appointment to speak with her. We can offer support and advice and work with you to 
improve the situation. Being in school on time every day is so important for each child’s 

chances of success in life and we want all children at St. James’ to be able to reach 
their full potential. 

Class Attendance Champions since the last newsletter
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Drop-in coffee morning
Every Monday 8.45am - 9.30am

Come and have a drink and a chat with either Mrs Dimambro, Mrs Allen or Mrs Goode, 
and meet other parents.  We discuss things such as special educational needs, family 
dynamics, parenting, finance and anything else that you might want to chat through.  

Alternatively, just come in for a cuppa to start off your week!

              Lost Property

 Lost property boxes are stationed 
            outside the school 
                       office. 

Car Park
Could we remind Parents, for 
safety reasons, that the 
school car park is not to be 
used by Parents at drop off 
or collection.  Thank you.

Polite Reminders and 
Admin Updates

Names in Clothes - could 
you please name every 
piece of clothing or kit, 
including coats, that your 
child brings to school.

Absences - please call, 
send a parentmail or 
email by 9.30am, at the 
latest, each day of your 
child’s absence with the 
reason.

Coats - as the weather 
is turning wet and cold, 
please make sure your 
child is appropriately 
dressed for outside 
weather.

Achievements - you can 
help us celebrate your 
child’s achievements by 
filling in a form on the 
‘Useful Information and 
Forms’ on our website.

Online payments - we’re 
really pleased that parents 
are embracing this new 
system - we hope parents 
are finding it as 
beneficial as we are in the 
office!

   
   Book Donations
    Thank you to all the parents
    who have kindly donated
    books for our library 
    and classrooms.

    If anyone could spare some time to 
    help label new books, any day, 
    any time, we would really 
    appreciate it.

Come and join the 
St. James’ Family

We are actively seeking to ‘adopt’ the elderly members 
of the community into the St. James’ Family.  We would 
like to welcome the older generation into our academy 
to work with the children in all sorts of ways; be it reading, 
writing or maths work, arts and crafts, design and 
technology, or even just talking and sharing stories with 
some children in order to boost their confidence.  

Our aim is to utilise their incredible life skills, experiences 
and passions to inspire our generation of young learners.  
This can be on a weekly basis or less frequently, the school 
is flexible in facilitating this opportunity.  It is our strong 
belief that both children and adults alike will gain so much 
from the experience.  

We would be happy to run a ‘taster session’ for volunteers 
to come in for an afternoon and see how they fare before 
committing to any further dates.  If you are interested in 
joining our team or know anyone who might be, please 
feel free to speak to Mr Slattery or email him at 
john.slattery@stjamescebournemouth.com.  Alternatively, 
please ring the school office on 01202 426696.  
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Volunteers Required For Our Prospective 
Gardening Club

We are working on an action plan to start up a fully functioning garden allotment 
that will allow our children to cultivate soil, grow plants, harvest them and then turn 

that produce into food that we could sell in a community cafe!!

The project would need to be led by a small team of keen gardeners who would love 
to give their time to oversee a process that leads us from start to finish before restarting 
the cycle.  You would be supported by teachers and leaders within our school and our 
first Gardening Committee would even join with us to work up the plans for the layout 

and installation of the gardens.  Exciting!

If you, or someone you know, has the love of gardening and the time to put into being 
a part of our small committee, leading learning for our children, then we would love to 
hear from you for an initial, no strings attached meeting to discuss the project further 
- we were thinking that there may be some retired parents or grandparents who may 

feel like this is just their cup of tea!!!

If you are interested in joining our team or know anyone who might be, 
please contact the school office on 01202 426696 or 
email office@stjamescebournemouth.com anytime! 

Monies raised at our last events:

Ice creams: £352.07

Mufti/Disco: £600.36

Uniform sales: £126.50

Next PSA events:

Next PSA Meeting - Friday 8th November at 8.45am/9am start

Quiz Night - Friday 22nd November at 6pm

Winter Wonderland - Friday 6th December at 3:15pm

Christmas Crafts - Date TBC

PSA News
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Year Group Updates: EYFS / KS1

Year 1
This week in English, we have been writing our own stories linked with the circus. The 
children chose an animal to write about and then created an adventure for when they 
escaped from the circus.

The children are encouraged to change their book every morning as part of their 
morning jobs, so if you can also remind them of this, it supports their developing 
independence.

In Maths we have been consolidating our learning on addition and subtraction and will 
continue to use manipulatives to help us solve problems. 

We have been maths spies ensuring we notice if the operation is addition or subtraction. 

By the end of Year 1 children need to be able to write 0-20 in word form so we will be 
covering this regularly. This is something for you to bear in mind for when you are out 
and about and counting, you can encourage them to write them in the sand etc.

Reception
We have been having a fantastic time learning Phonics. Each day we have learnt a 
new sound and letter combination. We do lots of things to make it fun and active and 
help us remember. We all loved smelling sausages cooking to learn ‘s’.
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Year Group Updates: KS2
Year 2

Year 2 had a fabulous time when Gem’s Circus came to visit our school to deliver a 
circus workshop. 

The children had the opportunity to walk the tight wire, balance on stilts and even 
practice their juggling skills. We also learned a hula hoop dance routine that we hope 
to practice during our PE lessons. 

To end the circus, we all jumped through a ring of ‘fire’ to help us feel like we really were 
‘The Greatest Showmen!’
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Year 4
The children of Year 4 were told a package was going to be delivered to their 
classrooms containing an ‘unidentified creature’.  However, as Madrid and Rome 
arrived, disaster had struck… Madrid classroom had been destroyed! Everyone from 
Year 4 got to explore the classroom and the evidence that the creature had left 
behind.

Over the last couple of weeks, the children have been writing all about this in the 
form of newspaper reports. Year 4 have even been lucky enough to be asked by 
Southbourne Library if we could display these newspaper reports at the library just 
before half-term. So, go have a peak in Southbourne Library over your half term to see 
if you can see Year 4’s fantastic work on display.

Year Group Updates: KS2
Year 3

The children in Year 3 have been busy learning about money. 
They were taught how to make different amounts of money 
and adding and subtracting.

To finish off their learning the children were encouraged to use 
money in a practical context through role play. Every child was 
keen to participate because they worked with partners and took turns in being the shop 
keeper whilst the other child was the customer.
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Year 6
Much progress has been evident in the children’s learning this past week!

Year 6 used a short video clip as a stimulus to independently write a narrative piece. 
Children also selected one of the main characters from the Mortal Engines text to 
describe. In GPS we identified and experimented with changing ‘determiners’ in 
sentences.

In Maths, we continued learning about fractions – adding and subtracting fractions with 
the same denominator and finding common denominators of fractions with 
different denominators. We then put these skills into practice; working in pairs to 
successfully complete a problem solving activity!

Last week, we also focused on our Religious Education learning. The children learnt 
about Islam, in particular prayer mats and the Hijab (head scarf). The boys and girls had 
a go at designing their own prayer mats and identified a piece of jewellery, badge or 
item of clothing that they could wear to represent something important to them. We 
had some really high level discussions about judging people on what they wear or how 
they look and whether it’s easy to wear religious dress in today’s society. We also 
concluded our learning on climate change and the children pitched the rest of their 
enterprise products to the year group.

In P.E., the boys and girls concluded their work on fitness with Mr Holland. We also 
continued with our new ARK PHSE curriculum (learning about love), and visited our Year 
1 ‘buddies’ to support their ‘Circus Show’ performances. 

In Spanish, we continued learning how to say numbers 50-100 and on Wednesday 
morning we had a visit from the ‘Safer Schools’ team for an important workshop.

Year 5
Wow, what a quick half term! We have been so engrossed in our topics that time has 
flown! They do say time flies when you’re having fun! We had our third ARK lesson on 
love and were looking again at what makes us special. We each had a treasure chest 
and we walked around the room sticking post-it notes on each others treasure chests 
with amazing qualities that that person has.  After we looked at all the amazing qualities 
our classmates said we had, we decorated our treasure chest with these words and 
phrases. 

Thank you to all parents who attended our outcome on Monday 21st October where 
we celebrated all the work we have been doing this term.

In English we have been finishing our class book ‘Stig of the Dump’ and writing up our 
final fantastic diary entry which included all the features of diary writing. Alongside 
this we have also been looking at varied SPaG questions, looking at punctuation and 
grammar.

In maths we have been looking at 2D and 3D shapes, the properties they have and 
seeing what they would look like as a net. We have also been creating our own shapes 
from nets.
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Cross Country 2019

Mrs Finnigan and Mr Slattery accompanied 11 children (7 boys and 4 girls) to Littledown 
Centre, to compete in their first cross country race of 2019 season. It was a very rainy, 
wet and muddy evening. 
 
The children taking part in this event were: 
Finn Penny Yr6
Thomas Butler Yr6
Thomas Nimmo Yr5
James Munro Yr6
Nicholas Hellyer Yr5
Jack Isaac Yr5
Oscar Dickinon-Rose Yr6
Lucille Griffin Yr5
Alexa Garofalides Yr5
Edie Burton Yr5
Florence McDonald Yr5

We had such an amazing group of children, who gave their all in the horrible 
conditions. Two laps around a difficult course led to Finn Penny, Thomas Butler, Thomas 
Nimmo and Lucille Griffin taking top 11 positions out of approximately 100 children.   

All the children worked hard and were great ambassadors for our school. Mr Slattery 
and Mrs Finnigan could not have been prouder.  A special mention for Edie Burton 
and Thomas Nimmo who ran in their first cross country competition, Thomas Nimmo 
positioning 1st Yr5 boy and Lucille Griffin becoming the 1st Yr5 girl to finish.  Finn Penny 
ran the race of his life coming 4th!  Such amazing results. Well done everyone.

                                        

News from our P.E. Leader

Bronze Ambassadors Course at The Grange School

10 of our Yr6 new Sports Leaders attended a Bronze Ambassadors Course at The 
Grange School. The children learnt the art of leadership and some new games to 
coach our children. The children had an amazing whole day learning new skills and 
building on their confidence. 
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News from our P.E. Leader

Cricket Coaching

Once again we have been lucky enough to have received free cricket coaching from 
Rob Newton on behalf of the Chance to Shine Cricket charity. We have received so 
many hours of coaching from this charity and definitely promoted the sport of cricket 
at St. James. Rob has been coaching Yr3, Yr5 and Yr6 children improving their 
knowledge of the rules of cricket, batting, bowling and fielding. 

The children have learnt new games to play that help improve their skills and had so 
much fun whilst learning. Once again thank you so much to Rob and Chance from 
Shine Charity.

Reminder

Could parents please ensure that all children have green PE sweatshirts, green tracksuit 
bottoms and trainers for our Winter PE lessons outside.  

Many of our children are wearing school shoes or plimsolls for PE outside and these are 
not the correct footwear for supporting their feet whilst taking part in sport. 
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October 2019

24th Y5 and Y6 Girls’ Predator Football   
 tournament - Littledown
24th Y4 School Sleepover Night
25th Break up for Half Term 
 at normal time

November 2019

4th School Starts at 8.30am
7th Bogota and Santiago Class    
 Worship
7th Y6 boys Invitational Football   
 Tournament - Littledown
8th PSA Meeting - childcare available   
 for primary age children
10th Dorset school’s Tumbling   
 Competition - Rossmore
12th Cross Country League - Slades Farm
13th Y5 and Y6 Can Do Football    
 Tournament
19th  Parents’ Evening
20th Parents’ Evening
22nd PSA Quiz Night
25th  Year 6 Calshot Residential 
 25th - 26th November
27th Y3 and Y4 Can Do Football   
  Tournament
28th Rome Class Worship

December 2019

2nd Whole school remembrance service  
 - Peace Garden
3rd Cross Country Relay - Littledown
4th Y5 Tank Museum Visit
6th Choir - Library Christmas Concert 
6th PSA Winter Wonderland
10th Reception Christmas Production 
 at 2pm at 5.30pm
12th Y3 and Y4 Christmas Production 
 at 2pm and 6pm
16th Y1 and Y2 Christmas Production 
 at 2pm and 6pm

  December 2019 Cont/...

17th Y5 and Y6 Carols by Candlelight 
 at 6.30pm in the Church
18th Y5 Parent Outcome in Hall 
 and Year 5 Classrooms 
20th Break up at 1.20pm

January 2020

6th Inset Day
7th Term Starts at 8.30am
10th Treehouse Theatre - The Snow   
  Queen (All Year Groups)
22nd Parent Workshop Evening 
 at 6pm - 8pm
29th High 5 Netball Tournament - BSG
30th Stingray Class Worship

February 2020

5th Bee Netball Tournament - BSG
13th Turtles Class Worship
15th Break-up for Half Term 
 at normal time
24th Term Starts at 8.30am
28th Y5 Football Tournament at     
    Bournemouth Collegiate School

Dates for your Diary
There is also a calendar on our school website with all of this information on.... given 
the advance planning for some of these events, it is possible that there may be some 
changes to the schedule.  The calendar on the website will be the most up to date 
place to check if anything changes.
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Term Dates 2019 - 2020 
 
 
AUTUMN TERM 
 
Inset Day  Monday 2nd September 2019 
Inset Day  Tuesday 3rd September 
First Day  Wednesday 4th September 
Half Term  Monday 28th October – Friday 1st November 
Last Day  Friday 20th December (finish at 1.20pm) 
 
SPRING TERM 
 
Inset Day  Monday 6th January 2020 
First Day  Tuesday 7th January 
Half Term  Monday 17th February – Friday 21st February 
Last Day  Friday 3rd April (finish at 1.20pm) 
 
SUMMER TERM 
 
First Day  Monday 20th April 
Bank Holiday Friday 8th May 
Half Term  Monday 25th May – Friday 29th May 
Inset Day  Monday 22nd June 
Last Day  Friday 17th July (finish at 1.20pm) 
Inset Day  Monday 20th July 
 

St. James’ Church of 
England Primary 
Academy 
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St. James’ 
 

 
Needs YOU! 

Are you interested in supporting learning in our academy?  Could you offer 
some time each week to help our children flourish?  If yes, we would like to 

invite you to become a volunteer in our school!  

Roles can include: 

 Reading one-to-one with children 
 Practising times tables and basic skills in Maths 
 Helping support project lessons/days 
 Delivering topics you are particularly interested in 

We would be happy to run a ‘taster session’ for volunteers to come in for an 
afternoon and see how they fare before committing to any further dates.  If you are 
interested in joining our team or know anyone who might be, please feel free to 
speak to Mr Slattery or email him at john.slattery@stjamescebournemouth.com.  
Alternatively, please ring the school office on 01202 426696.  And please do not 
worry – we are flexible and this does not mean you will be obliged every week!  We 
passionately believe you can make a difference to a child’s learning.   
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Children@St. James 
 

  

  

Dads & Kids 
Last Saturday @ 10am  

Youth Group 
3rd Sunday @ 4pm 

Family Services  
1st and 3rd Sunday 

of the month  
Kidz Worship 

2nd & 4th  Sunday @ 
10am  

Jesus stood a child in the centre of the room 



 St. James’ C of E Primary Academy       Newsletter  St. James’ C of E Primary Academy       Newsletter

Children @ St. James 
 

The disciples asked ‘who gets the highest rank in God’s kingdom?’ 

For an answer Jesus stood a child in the middle of the room. 

 
Sundays at 10am 

First and Third Sundays – Family Services  with child friendly worship – 
songs – fun – fellowship 

Second and Fourth Sundays – Eucharist  with Kidz Worship – snack – 
bible stories – crafts – prayers 

  

Scallopini Choir Ages 5+ - sings for Family service (first Sunday) and special 
festivals 

 

Dads and Kids  Last Saturday of the month at 10am – fun – chat – bacon 
butties 

 

Youth Group Ages 8 to 18 - Third Sunday of the month at 4pm – friendship 
– adventure – fun – games – music 

 

Mums and Toddlers Thursdays from 10am in term time - birth to reception 
– play – coffee - chat 

Children are at the centre of our church at  

St. James! 
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Uniform

Our Uniform policy must be followed at all times. All information can be found on the 
school website.  This also applies to our P.E. kit. 

This is important because it gives all children a shared identity, an equal sense of 
belonging and does not make children feel ‘different’.

Summer and Winter uniform – as appropriate to the weather

           

    No fancy hair ornaments are permitted.  
                                      Hair slides or bands should be brown, 
    black or school colours

                                                             Black, sturdy, practical shoes
                             (boots, trainers or high-heeled 
           shoes are not permitted)

           

    Hoodies/jumpers cannot be a 
    replacement for a waterproof 
          coat or our school uniform

       Waterproof coat with hood

       School jumper
   


