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Well, we made it!!  The joyfullness and 
madness of the Christmas season in our 
primary school has come to a close once 
more, and the children are yours again for 
what I hope will be a holiday full of warmth, 
festivities, laughter and connections.

We have been so proud of all the children in 
the last two weeks - despite all the hype and 
anticipation, Christmas in school can be a very 
unsettling time for many children with the loss 
of routine, unexpected events and classrooms 
festooned with decorations and distractions.  
Amidst all this, the pressure of the 
productions and anticipation of that 
wonderful moment on stage in the hall or 
church in front of the people who they love 
creates a unique climate of emotion in the 
school - one that is both exhilarating and 
exhausting...!

Thank you to everyone who came along to 
celebrate our children and their talents in the 
seven shows that have been shared in the last 
week or so.  Thank you for your partnership, 
support and challenge as we all do everything 
we can to try and fill these early years of your 
children’s lives with energy and vitality.

After the break, we begin 2020 with a new 
and revised curriculum that has been borne 
from the developments, reflections and 
learning over the last 18 months as we have 
continued to enhance the topics, links and 
experiences that makes up our daily lives.  We 
have made big steps forward in our offer and 
have very much appreciated your feedback 
and opinions to help us continue to improve.

There is still time to complete the parent 
questionnaire to share your views with us for 
this year - the link is at the top of the website 
until the end of the day on Saturday.  

As part of our new learning, we will also roll out 
the second part of our ARK curriculum next 
term, based around Forgiveness.   You may 
well have heard us talking about the ARK, or 
your children may have shared some of the 

activities and thinking that they have been 
engaged in so far.  We believe that the long 
term impact of this project could be 
transformative for so many of our children - 
helping them to understand themselves and 
their relationships with others.

It was a stark example of just how much work 
we have to do in support of children’s self 
esteem, mental health and interpersonal 
literacy that in one of the activities we 
completed in this term’s unit based on ‘Love’, 
children were asked to complete a simple 
challenge where they had to write down all 
the things that they valued about themselves 
on a piece of paper.

The real concern for us was just how many 
children returned a blank piece of paper at 
the end of the alloted time.  Children who 
were not able to name a single thing about 
themselves that they saw as valuable.  Clearly 
this is not acceptable and we have fully 
committed to develop our work in this area 
(alongside you) to try and teach all children 
how to love themselves and then each other.

To that end, please, PLEASE, put the following 
date into your diary - 22nd January 2020.  At 
about 6pm we will be sharing a presentation 
all about the ARK project and the learning 
that your children are engaged in.  There will 
also be additional workshops to help you 
understand our practice in phonics, maths, 
english and more besides.  We’re pushing the 
boat out on that evening to try and get as 
many people there - please save the date 
and do all you can to attend so that our 
partnership work can continue.

Finally, can I wish you, your family and those 
you love a wonderful Christmas break.  I hope 
that everything runs smoothly in amongst 
the frantic activity and festivities, and I look 
forward to us all coming back together as a 
community again on January 7th.

See you in 2020 - rested and ready to rock and 
roll again....!

Message from Mr Payne
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Overall Attendance
The current overall attendance figure for the Academy is:

95.47%

2nd Place
Beijing

Attendance: 95.93%

3rd Place
Paris

Attendance: 95.06%

Class Attendance Champions since the last newsletter

Library Volunteers 
Required

We still really need 
some help labelling 
up our new books 

in the library.  If you 
could spare any time, 
please let the office 

know.

Drop-in coffee morning
every Monday 

8.45am - 9.30am

Come and have a drink and 
a chat with either 

Mrs Dimambro, Mrs Allen or 
Mrs Goode, and meet other 

parents.  

We discuss things such as 
special educational needs, 
family dynamics, parenting, 
finance and anything else 

that you might want to chat 
through.  Alternatively, just 

come in for a cuppa to start 
off your week!

All of the staff at St. James’
would like to wish you, your 

family and all those you love 
a very Merry Christmas 

and a 
Happy New Year.

1st Place
Santiago

Attendance:  95.94%

Scrabble Around
We still need scrabble tiles.

If you have any, please 
bring them into the office.

New School 
Lunch System

We hope you have all 
enjoyed ordering your 
child’s lunch for next 

term on our new 
Parentmail system.  

This includes all Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 children 
from now on.  If no order is 
placed, then it is parents’ 
responsibility to provide a 

packed lunch for your child.
Christmas Production/

Carol Collections
We raised a grand total of 

£927.68 to go towards 
Malawi schools.
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Vision, Purpose, Values and Principles

Over the last year, the Governors have been consulting with every corner of our 
community to collect together your views on the future 

challenges for our Academy.  

We have talked about our strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats.  
A working group then condensed all of this information into a newly constituted 

Vision and Values statement, from which we have the long term direction for 
St. James’ for the next three years.  

We’re very grateful to everyone who took part and we will continue to update you 
on our progress in future newsletters.  Today, we share the big picture statements 

that we settled on.

Our Vision

The St. James’ family is a welcoming, thriving, innovative community; loving and 
inspiring, forgiving and challenging.  Together we can, and will, enrich the world.

Our Purpose

To provide an engaging, relevant education within a Christian environment, where 
everyone flourishes academically, socially, physically, morally, 

emotionally and spiritually.

Our Values

Our Christian Values are: LOVE, HOPE and FORGIVENESS. 
Our Learning Values are: 

Creativity, Independence, Questioning, Reflection and Teamwork.
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Vision, Purpose, Values and Principles

Our Principles

The St. James’ Family
We are an inclusive school where every child is accepted, known, 

understood, cherished, safe and valued.

We are a community that fosters kindness, resilience, 
pride in ourselves and in each other. 

We are a family where every individual is uniquely precious and where every 
talent is embraced and nurtured.  

We are open and honest as we journey together, reflecting our Christian Values 
through love, hope and forgiveness in all we do and say.

We try to act out our faith in our daily lives, with Christ as our example.
We care for the development of the whole person. 

Learning at St. James’
Creativity and innovation is encouraged and everyone feels a 

sense of success and achievement. 

Each of us has potential that can be unlocked with the support and 
encouragement of those around us.

Aiming for excellence, determined to achieve our best, we are creative 
and excited about learning. 

Together we explore every opportunity to excel through 
successes and mistakes alike.

Matthew 19:26 “with God all things are possible.”

We see education as an integral part of the mission of the Church to proclaim 
all that is good in human living, inspired through the work of God.

For pupils of the Christian Faith, the school aims to provide an environment in 
which that faith may grow. 

For pupils and families who choose not to follow the Christian faith, 
the school aims to provide a positive experience of Christianity, 

so that the faith might be respected and understood.  

Equally the school will show respect and act with care towards pupils 
from other world faith communities. 
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Reception
Reception enjoyed meeting Nick The Vic for the first 
time in our whole school Worship. He taught us a song 
about kindness which you can download - see details 
on the last page of our newsletter.

Unfortunately we had to postpone our trip to the 
Post Office due to the bad weather.  We will be 
rescheduling this for the Spring Term - date to be 
confirmed.

       Thank you to all the parents for their support 
       with helping children to learn their words, 
       providing costumes and coming to see their 
       amazing performances!

       We are so proud of all the children 
       who took part in their first Nativity 
       ‘Jesus’ Christmas Party’, 
       as we are sure you all are too.

Year 1

This week in English we continued our Christmas topic, ‘Christmas around the World’ 
and our writing was linked with this throughout the week. So far we have covered 
England, Wales, Scotland, Iceland, Australia and The Philippines. The children have 
been very inspired by Elvis and Frosty McSprinkles, the mischievous elves!

The children are encouraged to change their book every morning as part of their 
morning jobs so if you can also remind them of this it supports their developing 
independence.

In Maths we have continued to look at and consolidate our understanding of time. In 
Year 1 children need to be able to read and draw the times for o’clock and half past. 
This week we have focused on children drawing the hands on the clock to represent 
a given time. Any extra reinforcement that you can do at home would be much 
appreciated.

By the end of Year 1 children need to be able to write 0-20 in word form so we will be 
covering this regularly. This is something for you to bear in mind for when you are out 
and about and counting; you can encourage them to write them in the sand etc.

Year Group Updates
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Year 2
Christmas has well and truly begun in Year 2! We have loved rehearsing our Christmas 
play.  Thank you for your support at home with learning lines and putting costumes 
together, we really appreciate it.  We hope you enjoyed the performance as much as 
the children did.  We are very proud of them all.

Congratulations to all the children who have received their first reading wall certificate. 
If this is the case, your child will now have a new reading wall to learn! All other children 
who didn’t quite read all the words by sight were almost there, so please keep working 
hard on these over the next few weeks.

This week we have been practising counting and simple times table skills.  We have 
also been focusing mostly on our RE learning about Incarnation and thinking about 
the question ‘Why does Christmas matter to Christians?’ We have completed many 
Christmas themed activities to help us think about the answer to this question.

Reminder: Children are not allowed to bring collectable cards into school unless it is 
golden afternoon. During this afternoon, the children can choose to go and swap cards 
but this is not allowed as a general rule. Thank you for your support with this.

Year Group Updates

Year 3
We hope you all enjoyed our nativity performance last Thursday. The children were 
absolutely amazing and all ‘shone brightly’! We are incredibly proud of each and every 
one and would like to say a huge thank you for your support with costumes and helping 
your child to learn their lines. A fabulous finale to a brilliant term!

In English, the children have been writing stories based on the ‘Snowman’s Journey’. We 
encouraged the children to use a variety of adjectives and adverbs to add detail and 
create interest for the reader. We have also done spelling tests to assess how well the 
children have retained the spellings learned this half term.

In Maths the children have been completing a Christmas Maths booklet which will 
consolidate a lot of the learning from this term.
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Year Group Updates

Year 4
Well, we guess there’s only one place to start… the Nativity!  We could not be prouder 
of the children for the way they performed, they were an absolute credit to us as a 
school and themselves.  Thank you so much to everyone who came to support the 
children too.

In Maths last week, we were learning multiplication methods and factors pairs.

The My Maths task this week will remind children of this knowledge to consolidate their 
understanding. The My Maths tasks related to this are ‘More Multiplying’, along with any 
ones that haven’t been completed over the term.

We are now moving onto our new topic ‘Polar Express’! During this topic we are going 
to be exploring story writing.

Year 5
Wow, this half term has flown by! 

We had our final session of Project Touchline with Chris.  Unfortunately, we were 
hampered by the weather so created drama pieces indoors to show how we can show 
the Christian values through sport and everyday life. Thank you to Chris for all of his hard 
work. We have begun to see examples in class of the values being shown towards each 
other.

We hope you all enjoyed the Candlelight Service with Year 6 on Tuesday - we were very 
proud of the children. 

This week we visited Reception to see our buddies before Christmas.  We read to them 
and delivered cards we have made for them. 

This week we have finished our Christmas stories with a twist! We have come up with 
fantastic ideas from Johnny English being called in to rescue Santa’s elves to Santa’s 
evil twin plotting to ruin Christmas. These are being transformed into booklets and then 
illustrated.



 St. James’ C of E Primary Academy       Newsletter

Year Group Updates
Year 6

Year 6 worked so hard to prepare for our Candlelight Service on Tuesday.  Well done 
to all of the boys and girls for their efforts and focus – we hope you enjoyed the 
performance. 

Last week we also saw the conclusion of our rugby coaching, so a big thank you to 
Chris for bringing us ‘Project Touchline.’

In Maths we have learnt about 3D shapes and their properties, as well as learning about 
position and direction; in particular, the focus has been on co-ordinates and the four 
quadrants. 

This week in Maths and English, there was a fun Christmas focus.  
We visited our Year 1 buddies on Wednesday and had our party 
day on Thursday. 

Achievements

Joseph Zhang - Washington Class

Joseph passed his Grade 5 
Violin Exam in

November 2019. 

We are very proud of his 
achievement and Joseph is 
eager to share his joy with 

his friends, teacher and our 
school community. 
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News from our P.E. Leader
Year 3 Friendly Football Tournament

Eight of our Y3 boys played in a friendly football tournament at St. Thomas Garnet’s 
Catholic Independent School.  Mr Liddell, the Headteacher, collected our children in 
their minibus from St. James’ and took them back to St. Thomas Garnets’ School for the 
tournament.  

St. James’, St. Thomas Garnets’ and St. Walburgas’ 
children all played each other in the mini 
tournament. 

Our boys loved representing their school and 
enjoyed playing in the school football kit. 

The boys played St. Thomas Garnet’s first and won 3-2.  
They then played St. Walburga and lost 6-1. 

This was our first joint event with St. Thomas Garnet’s 
and St. Walburga schools - we are planning more 
events for 2020. 

Karate at St. James’ Academy

Every Friday morning at St. James’ a Karate breakfast club is run by Danny Rudkin.  
Danny is a Senior Instructor for the Freestyle Combat Karate Club and Kumite Squad 
Coach for the Southern England Karate Federation. 

Danny holds a 5th dan black belt and is an ex-England International who has won 
titles at both national and international levels. 

Karate can promote a positive lifestyle by:
• Enhancing a positive attitude
• Improving personal awareness and confidence
• Helping with co-ordination
• Relieving stress
• Great way of meeting new friends

Please contact the school office if you think your child/children would be interested 
in attending.  They will be able to put you in touch with Danny regarding details and 
booking for next term.
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PSA News

We raised a wonderful total of £1,910.87 
at Winter Wonderland
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Dates for your Diary

January 2020

6th Inset Day
7th Term Starts at 8.30am
10th Treehouse Theatre - The Snow   
  Queen (All Year Groups)
15th  Boys Premier League Tournament -  
 Littledown
17th Girls Premier League Tournament -  
 Littledown
22nd Parent Workshop Evening 
 at 6pm - 8pm
23rd Indoor Athletics League 1 -   
  Avonbourne at 3.30pm
29th High 5 Netball Tournament - BSG
30th Stingray Class Worship

February 2020

4th Y5 Stargazing Night 
5th Bee Netball Tournament - BSG
7th Premier League Finals Day -   
 Littledown
11th Y5 Stargazing Backup Night
13th Turtle Class Worship
14th Break up for Half Term 
 at normal time
24th Term Starts at 8.30am
28th Y5 Football Tournament -    
    Bournemouth Collegiate School

March 2020

4th Y4 Hooke Court Residential -   
 Provisional Date
5th London Class Worship
5th Tag Rugby Festival - Littledown
7th Town Swimming Gala - Littledown
9th Tag Rugby - Bournemouth   
 Collegiate School
12th Otter Class Worship
12th Y5/6 Tag Rugby - Bournemouth  
 Rugby Club
19th Dolphin and Seal Class Worship
20th  Y2 Fire of London Workshop - Hall

April 2020

1st Book Bus In School
2nd Paris Class Worship
3rd Break up at 1.20pm
20th Term Starts at 8.30am
30th Y3/4 Tag Rugby - Bournemouth  
 Rugby Club

May 2020

7th Washington Class Worship
8th Bank Holiday
21st Beijing Class Worship
22nd Break up at normal time

June 2020

1st  Term Starts at 8.30am
4th Madrid Class Worship
4th Town Sports - Kings Park Athletic  
 Stadium
17th Class Photos
18th Reception Farm Trip - Longdown
22nd Inset Day
23rd Y5/6 Swimming Gala - Bournemouth  
 Collegiate School
25th Rounders Tournament - Dean Park
26th Sports Day

July 2020

2nd Shark Class Worship
17th Break up at 1.20pm

There is also a calendar on our school website which contains all of this information. 
Given the advance planning for some of these events, it is possible that there may be 
some changes to the schedule.  The calendar on the website will be the most up to 

date place to check if anything changes.
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Volunteers Required For Our Prospective 
Gardening Club

We are working on an action plan to start up a fully functioning garden allotment 
that will allow our children to cultivate soil, grow plants, harvest them and then turn 

that produce into food that we could sell in a community cafe!!

The project would need to be led by a small team of keen gardeners who would love 
to give their time to oversee a process that leads us from start to finish 

before restarting the cycle.  

You would be supported by teachers and leaders within our school and our first 
Gardening Committee would even join with us to work up the plans for the 

layout and installation of the gardens.  Exciting!

If you, or someone you know, has the love of gardening and the time to put into being 
a part of our small committee, leading learning for our children, then we would love to 
hear from you for an initial, no strings attached meeting to discuss the project further 
- we were thinking that there may be some retired parents or grandparents who may 

feel like this is just their cup of tea!!!

If you are interested in joining our team or know anyone who might be, 
please contact the school office on 01202 426696 or 
email office@stjamescebournemouth.com anytime! 
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Term Dates 2019 - 2020 
 
 
AUTUMN TERM 
 
Inset Day  Monday 2nd September 2019 
Inset Day  Tuesday 3rd September 
First Day  Wednesday 4th September 
Half Term  Monday 28th October – Friday 1st November 
Last Day  Friday 20th December (finish at 1.20pm) 
 
SPRING TERM 
 
Inset Day  Monday 6th January 2020 
First Day  Tuesday 7th January 
Half Term  Monday 17th February – Friday 21st February 
Last Day  Friday 3rd April (finish at 1.20pm) 
 
SUMMER TERM 
 
First Day  Monday 20th April 
Bank Holiday Friday 8th May 
Half Term  Monday 25th May – Friday 29th May 
Inset Day  Monday 22nd June 
Last Day  Friday 17th July (finish at 1.20pm) 
Inset Day  Monday 20th July 
 

St. James’ Church of 
England Primary 
Academy 
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ARK CURRICULUM PRESENTATION

!! SAVE THE DATE !!
Wednesday 22nd January 2020

We’re having a presentation to parents all about the work we are 
starting to support your child’s mental health, positive self image and 
relationships with others.  We need YOUR help and support if we are 

going to nurture the skills of all our children.

ALSO

Workshops about phonics, maths teaching, english and much more.

Please come along and support this evening - it will help improve our partnership 
working and benefit all our children.
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I have some exciting 
news to share! My new 
song, The Power of 
Kindness has just been 
released. It is available 
to preview, purchase 
and download on my 
website: 
www.nickthevic.co.uk  

and from all the usual 
online places e.g. iTunes, 
Amazon etc. It costs less 
than £1. The song is all 
about superheroes.  
Sometimes I wish I had a 
few superpowers that I 
could use myself. The 
truth is that I can’t fly 
round the world like 

Superman; climb buildings like Spiderman or stretch like Elastigirl – I 
haven’t even got a cape! But what I do have and what we all have is an 
amazing superpower that has the ability to change the lives of our 
communities, families and friends – even the world. We have … 

… the Power of Kindness! 

With one good thing or one kind word we can spread God’s love around 
and help God save this world – one small step at a time. 

All proceeds I receive from the sale of The Power of Kindness will go to 
support the work of a local Christian-based homeless charity called 

BCARS (Bournemouth Christians Alongside Rough Sleepers) 
https://bcars.org.uk.  

By purchasing the song you will be taking your own small step and 
helping to share God’s love with some of the most vulnerable people 
in our community of Bournemouth this Christmastime.  THANK YOU!


