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Today I am feeling very happy!  I’m always 
positive about working at St. James’ - it is such 
a special microcosm of our world, but this 
week has just been one of those that nestles 
slightly higher than the rest.

It was wonderful seeing more than 80 parents 
turn out for our Parents’ Information Evening 
on Wednesday, and incredibly gratifying to 
receive all of the significantly positive feed-
back from you all after the event.  One 
parent told me on the gate this morning that 
it was ‘the best thing she had ever been to at 
St. James’’ and that just about summed it up 
beautifully.

The main item we shared in the evening was 
all about our new, bespoke and purpose built 
curriculum - the ARK.  This is a project that all 
our children will be a part of from their first term 
at St. James’ to their last, layering and 
building from term to term in order to try and 
equip children with the tools they need to 
feel safe, proud of who they are, confident 
in building relationships with others and filled 
with hope for their futures.  We are seeing an 
increasing number of children from all 
backgrounds who are struggling with their 
place and value in our world, and we are 
hoping that we can do something about this.

It was very powerful just how much connection 
there was between our ambitions and your 
hopes and dreams as parents, all intended to 
support children to have an equilibrium in their 
mental health and relationships so that they 
can thrive as they grow in our community.

The four workshops that then followed were 
enthusiastically delivered and participated in 
and again we have been grateful to hear how 
much you valued what we prepared.  We will 
certainly repeat this evening again, maybe in 
the Summer Term, and hope that we can build 
a reputation that ensures high attendance 
and really strong outcomes for everyone - so if 
you were there, please spread the word and 
let your friends know that it was worth coming 
to!

Additionally, I was very proud to receive a 
letter from the Local Authority, that both myself 
and Mrs Allen have been working with recently 
as they undertake a review of their ‘Inclusion 

and Family Services’ department following the 
merger between Bournemouth, Christchuch 
and Poole Councils.

We strongly believe our primary school should 
be a reflection of our community and the ever 
changing demographic that we serve.  It is 
a privilege to grow alongside our community 
family and we are totally focussed on 
delivering the best educational outcomes that 
we can for every child, whatever their needs, 
background or beliefs are.  So perhaps you 
can imagine why I’m so proud that our work 
has been recognised and praised by the 
leader for Inclusion and Family Services at 
BCP....

Congratulations on St. James’ inclusive 
practices.
 
‘The school leadership, teaching and support ‘The school leadership, teaching and support 
staff are going the extra mile to meet the staff are going the extra mile to meet the 
needs of children with diverse abilities and needs of children with diverse abilities and 
who are facing challenges in their lives. The who are facing challenges in their lives. The 
school has already been acknowledged by school has already been acknowledged by 
Ofsted as offering a ‘good quality of Ofsted as offering a ‘good quality of 
education’ and a ‘rich learning environment’. education’ and a ‘rich learning environment’. 
I note that ‘respect and tolerance’ were also I note that ‘respect and tolerance’ were also 
referred to as positive qualities in your last referred to as positive qualities in your last 
Ofsted inspection.Ofsted inspection.
  
As a Local Authority, we would like to praise As a Local Authority, we would like to praise 
the school for adopting a positive, thoughtful the school for adopting a positive, thoughtful 
and solution-focussed approach to promoting and solution-focussed approach to promoting 
achievement and understanding of the broad achievement and understanding of the broad 
diversity of pupils within its section of our BCP diversity of pupils within its section of our BCP 
learning community. The school is to be learning community. The school is to be 
commended on their dedication to commended on their dedication to 
supporting the rich variety of children’s needs supporting the rich variety of children’s needs 
and for promoting a truly inclusive school and for promoting a truly inclusive school 
ethos where every child is given individual ethos where every child is given individual 
importance and all are supported to thrive.’importance and all are supported to thrive.’

Julian Radcliffe, Service Director for Inclusion 
and Family Services.

What a pleasant way to end the week!  Thank 
you, as always, for your partnership with us.

Message from Mr Payne
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Overall Attendance
The current overall attendance figure for the Academy is:

95.36%

2nd Place
Bogota

Attendance: 96.07%

3rd Place
Dolphin

Attendance: 95.95%

Class Attendance Champions since the last newsletter

Drop-in coffee morning
every Monday 

8.45am - 9.30am

Come and have a drink and a chat with either 
Mrs Dimambro, Mrs Allen or Mrs Goode, and meet 

other parents.  

We discuss things such as special educational needs, 
family dynamics, parenting, finance and anything else 

that you might want to chat through.  Alternatively, 
just come in for a cuppa to start of your week!

1st Place
Rome

Attendance:  96.79%

Reception are learning 
about different countries 

around the world as part of 
our ' Zog's Alien Adventures'. 

We are learnt about 
Australia this week 

(it's Australia Day on Sunday 
26th January). 

We are holding a cake sale 
on Friday 31st February to 

raise money for the Australia 
Bushfire Emergency Fund. It 
will take place after school 

outside the Church. 

School Clubs

As all of our clubs are now up and running, 
could we politely ask that your children stay in 

the clubs they have been allocated 
for the term.

The administration side of these clubs is huge, 
ensuring children are where they 

should be.
You’ll have a chance to apply for new clubs  

after Easter.

Achievement
Lucas Garel-Jones from Bogota 

took part in the Swimming County 
Championships at the weekend. We 
are very pleased to announce that 
he won gold in 50m breaststroke. 

This result ranks him 1st in Dorset, 
2nd in the South West and 10th in 

England!  This is huge achievement. 

He also got 2 bronze medals in 100m 
breaststroke and 200m freestyle! We 
are very proud of his hard work and 

determination, well done Lucas!
Reception Cake Sale

We are holding a cake sale on 
Friday 31st January to raise money for the 

Australia Bushfire Emergency Fund. 

We would really appreciate 
donations of cakes. 

Please bring the cakes into school on the 
morning of the event. We will need some 

parent volunteers to help run the stall, so if you 
can help, please let us know.

Achievements

Don’t forget to tell 
us about your child’s 
achievements - just fill 

in a form on the ‘Useful 
Information and Forms’ 
section on our website.
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Indoor Athletics Competition
On the 9th January St. James’ Indoor Athletics team attended an annual athletics 
competition, held at Avonbourne Academy. Our team, coached by Mrs Stopler, were 
against 5 other primary schools.  The team, made up of Y5/6 and some Y4 children, 
battled hard in various races and finally earned their reward by coming second and 
gaining a place in the final. Unfortunately, 
Winton Primary school pipped us to the post 
with a difference of only 10 points.  Mrs Finnigan 
and Mrs Stopler were super proud of our team.
The children behaved impeccably and the team 
spirit was outstanding.  Bring on the final!!!!

Y6 Girls Football Team
On the 17th January, Mrs Finnigan took the Y6 Girls Football Team to play at Littledown  
Leisure Centre, in the Primary Stars Premier League Football Tournament.  
                                            This tournament was organised by 
                                                               AFC Bournemouth Community Trust team.                                                             
              It was a very exciting event with 15 schools taking 
              part.  Despite trying their best, it was not their 
              day and they didn’t make it through to    
                             the semi-final.  Mrs Finnigan was very proud of 
                        our girls and she loved that they were trying to   
              promote girls football at St. James’.  

The Y6 Boys Football Team attended the same event on the 15th January with Mrs 
Finnigan. The boys won all their group games, which then took them through to the 
semi-final. Unfortunately the boys could not produce the same performance as in the 
group stage and left the competition losing in the semi-final, but with their heads held 
high.

News from our P.E. Leader

We’re delighted to welcome the newest member to the St. James’ family...!!
On Wednesday at 10.18am, Jesse Robert Roman Brown made his entrance into the world.  

We’re all delighted for Mr Brown and his wife Lucy, and we know the whole community 
will wish them well as this exciting new chapter in their family’s life begins.
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Year Group Updates

Reception
We had a wonderful week learning all about India!  The children have made Rangoli 
patterns and diva lamps last week whilst learning all about the Indian festival of Diwali. 
We were very fortunate to have a visit from Vedika’s mum and dad. They brought in 
some Indian food for the children to sample which included onion bhajis and pakoras!

The next country we will learn about is Australia. We are looking forward to teaching the 
children all about Australian culture.

In Phonics, we will continue to learn new digraphs and will be focussing on ‘ai’ and ‘ee’.

In Maths, we will be counting forwards and backwards from any number within 20 
through musical games. We will also be continuing combing. 

       

Year 1

Year 1 have been exploring land, sea and space in topic of ‘Exciting 
Explorers’. We had a visit from Explorer Bear, an intrepid explorer, who 
left lots of his kit and equipment on the playground for us to find!

As ever, the Year 1 children were up for the challenge to find all of the 
items, plot and label them onto a 
map. Our afternoon of outdoor 
learning sparked lots of interest with 
our curious children and we cannot 
wait to see where this project takes us…

This week in English we started a new 
focus on poetry, looking at rhyming 
patterns and figurative language. 
We developed our comprehension 
skills by discussing the possible meanings behind the poems and finally we wrote and 
performed our own adventure poems.

In Maths we continued to look at fractions, recognising fractions of a shape and an 
amount. For example, can the children colour half of a square and can they find what 
half of 16 is.
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Year 2
Last week, we read the rest of ‘The Twits’ looking at the 
language used by Roald Dahl. We completed several 
comprehension activities to help us improve our reading 
skills and to understand the story better.

This week, we began to read ‘Charlie 
and the Chocolate Factory’. The 
children have been introduced to 
new characters and encouraged to 
put themselves in the main character’s 
shoes (Charlie Bucket). Year 2 have 
been writing a diary from Charlie’s 
point of view and also describing the 
amazing chocolate factory.

Last week, we learned about division and how to solve these problems using 
sharing. The children also had a chance to solve division word problems using their 
understanding.

This week we moved away from numbers and thought about the more abstract 
concept of time. We began the week by reminding ourselves how to tell the time to 
the nearest 15 minutes. If you would like to revise this that would be fantastic. 

Year Group Updates

Year 3

As the Spring term is upon us, we must emphasise that reading and spelling are 
as important as ever. Please continue to provide your child with a daily reading 
experience and practise their spellings with them as regularly as you can.

In English the children have been learning a story called ‘Nail Soup’. They learnt the 
story off by heart, with actions, using the ‘talk for writing’ approach. Once the children 
learnt it off by heart, with the aid of a story map, they re-wrote it in their books. We have 
been focusing on punctuation and spelling.

In Maths the children have learnt how to tell the time using an analogue clock and will 
progress to telling the time to the nearest 5 minutes. Telling the time is such an important 
life skill but often difficult to master so please practise with your child as much as 
possible.
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Year Group Updates

Year 4
Our new project is called ‘Our Precious Planet’.  In this, we will be educating the 
children in current world issues such as the crisis in Australia, deforestation and how 
palm oil is sourced.  We will also be looking at biomes, climates and animals in their 
natural habitats.

To introduce Year 4’s new topic ‘Our Precious Planet’, the children were chosen to be 
contestants for their very own Bushtucker Trial! They were all lucky enough to be given 
the opportunity to put their hands into the unknown of the mystery buckets.  They were 
shocked to find out that what felt like worms was really just cooked spaghetti and what 
seemed like eyeballs were just olives! The next day, we all reflected on our fantastic trial 
and wrote a diary entry to capture our experiences even further. What an afternoon to 
remember.
  
Every Thursday Rome class are continuing to go 
swimming. This is a list of the next swimming dates:

January:                  30th
February:                 6th, 13th (not 20th) and 27th
March:                     (Not 5th) 12th, 19th and 26th

Please ensure children from Rome 
bring swimming kit on these days.

Year 5
                                                            What a fantastic first few weeks we’ve had!        
                                                            We have had three humans and one dog     
                                                  visitor last week! We have been taken on a 
           journey into space and back again by the
           fantastic Mr Nimmo. 

         

We took part in a fitness test, learnt the           
importance  of staying hydrated, working 
together as a team and had several 
memory tests. After each mission, the recruits 
earned a stamp in their training log.

This week in English we have planned and written our own newspaper articles.

In maths we looked at written methods for long multiplication and square and cube 
numbers. 

We also continued our challenge of planning a party for Miss Martin and planning a 
holiday for Mr Thomas using a budget and trying to get the best range of snacks and 
the best activities to do on holiday, whilst not over spending.
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Year Group Updates
Year 6

Last week, we began exploring Travel Writing in English and have been looking at ways 
to make our writing really exciting and persuasive. We’ve also been looking at eco 
tourism in The Galapagos Islands and we are beginning to see both the impact of 
humans on the natural world but also, the importance of being able to learn about 
nature at the same time. Eco tourism is a key way of managing the interactions 
between humanity and nature and, this week, we looked into this in more detail.

In Maths, we continued to learn about reflection and translation alongside percentages 
and BODMAS. Whilst the maths groups are generally working on similar topics, the pace 
is being differentiated so that we ensure that everyone is confident with the concepts 
as we go.

Gym was all about headstands this week and it is great to have an expert coach in Mr 
Burke helping us with our skills. Mrs Dodd even had a go at a headstand and received 
some very helpful feedback from the students in improving her upside down posture!

In order to boost our confidence in tackling the challenges of tests, we had another 
practice this week. It’s a great opportunity for both the students and us to see how 
well our learning has been embedded this term and we are confident that we will all 
be able to celebrate some improving scores. As always, we do not want the children 
to worry or become anxious about doing tests  – your support with keeping them level 
headed, calm and confident when taking on life’s challenges, including tests, is much 
appreciated.

Alongside the tests, we have continued to hone our skills in arithmetic and grammar as 
well as enjoying some more learning about Galapagos. We delved deeper into eco 
tourism on the islands and setting a Dragons’ Den style challenge for the children to 
develop an eco friendly holiday opportunity which supports the wildlife and 
sustainability on the islands. Please also save any newspapers as our model making will 
be beginning next week.

The Y6 Book Club  board is up and our current two reads are ‘Fing’ by David Walliams 
and ‘Holes’ by Louis Sachar. We’d love to see some  reviews and comments up there.
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Dates for your Diary

January 2020

29th High 5 Netball Tournament - BSG
30th Stingray Class Worship
31st Reception Cake Sale

February 2020

4th Y5 Stargazing Night 
5th Bee Netball Tournament - BSG
7th Premier League Finals Day -   
 Littledown
10th Reception Vision Screening
11th London Pizza Express Trip
11th Y5 Stargazing Backup Night
13th Turtle Class Worship
13th  Y2 Project Outcome - Hall
14th Reception Project Outcome
14th Break up for Half Term 
 at normal time
24th Term Starts at 8.30am
28th Y5 Football Tournament -    
    Bournemouth Collegiate School

March 2020

4th Y4 Hooke Court Residential -   
 Provisional Date
5th London Class Worship
5th Tag Rugby Festival - Littledown
7th Town Swimming Gala - Littledown
9th Tag Rugby - Bournemouth   
 Collegiate School
12th Otter Class Worship
12th Y5/6 Tag Rugby - Bournemouth  
 Rugby Club
19th Dolphin and Seal Class Worship
20th  Y2 Fire of London Workshop - Hall

April 2020

1st Book Bus In School
2nd Paris Class Worship
3rd Break up at 1.20pm
20th Term Starts at 8.30am
30th Y3/4 Tag Rugby - Bournemouth  
 Rugby Club

May 2020

7th Washington Class Worship
8th Bank Holiday
21st Beijing Class Worship
22nd Break up at normal time

June 2020

1st  Term Starts at 8.30am
4th Madrid Class Worship
4th Town Sports - Kings Park Athletic  
 Stadium
17th Class Photos
18th Reception Farm Trip - Longdown
22nd Inset Day
23rd Y5/6 Swimming Gala - Bournemouth  
 Collegiate School
25th Rounders Tournament - Dean Park
26th Sports Day
30th Year 6 Bournemouth Primary Church  
 Schools Leavers’ Service

July 2020

1st Secondary School Transition Day 
2nd Shark Class Worship
17th Break up at 1.20pm

There is also a calendar on our school website which contains all of this information. 
Given the advance planning for some of these events, it is possible that there may be 
some changes to the schedule.  The calendar on the website will be the most up to 

date place to check if anything changes.
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Term Dates 2019 - 2020 
 
 
AUTUMN TERM 
 
Inset Day  Monday 2nd September 2019 
Inset Day  Tuesday 3rd September 
First Day  Wednesday 4th September 
Half Term  Monday 28th October – Friday 1st November 
Last Day  Friday 20th December (finish at 1.20pm) 
 
SPRING TERM 
 
Inset Day  Monday 6th January 2020 
First Day  Tuesday 7th January 
Half Term  Monday 17th February – Friday 21st February 
Last Day  Friday 3rd April (finish at 1.20pm) 
 
SUMMER TERM 
 
First Day  Monday 20th April 
Bank Holiday Friday 8th May 
Half Term  Monday 25th May – Friday 29th May 
Inset Day  Monday 22nd June 
Last Day  Friday 17th July (finish at 1.20pm) 
Inset Day  Monday 20th July 
 

St. James’ Church of 
England Primary 
Academy 
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Term Dates 2020 - 2021 
 
 
AUTUMN TERM 
 
Inset Day  Thursday 3rd September 2020 
Inset Day  Friday 4th September 
First Day  Monday 7th September 
Half Term  Monday 26th October – Friday 30th October 
Last Day  Friday 18th December (finish at 1.20pm) 
 
SPRING TERM 
 
Inset Day  Monday 4th January 2021 
First Day  Tuesday 5th January 
Half Term  Monday 15th February – Friday 19th February 
Last Day  Thursday 1st April (finish at 1.20pm) 
 
SUMMER TERM 
 
First Day  Monday 19th April 
Half Term  Monday 31st May – Friday 4th June 
Last Day  Wednesday 21st July (finish at 1.20pm) 
Inset Day  Thursday 22nd July 
Inset Day  Friday 23rd July 
 

St. James’ Church of 
England Primary 
Academy 
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