
This week we were delighted to share 
Turtle’s worship with the whole school and 
some proud parents, where they talked all 
about one of our core Christian values of 
‘Love’.

Our other two values are ‘Hope’ and 
‘Forgiveness’ - congratulations and well done 
to those of you who got that right in our 
recent questionnaire!  (The results of which 
will be published shortly so that everyone has 
an opportunity to see the feedback that we 
received).

Turtles enchanted us with their thoughts about 
love and just what they valued most in the 
world - with one young lady even using the 
opportune moment to try and ply a little extra 
emotional pressure on an attendant parent to 
see if it would get her any closer to having that 
dog she has wanted for so long....!   (Spoiler 
alert - Mum is holding out...)

We’re on half term now - a well deserved rest 
and opportunity to refresh the batteries.  I 
hope you all have a wonderful break.  My half 
term will be fairly dominated by the 
performances of Peter Pan at The Pavilion 
which three of my boys are performing in.  
They’re very excited because this weekend is 
the much anticipated arrival of ‘ ight training’ 
- a day that has been looked forward to in the 
calendar for some months now!!

If you are going along to see it, I’ll look forward 
to hearing what you think - the casts have 
been rehearsing since October to get ready 
for their 6 performances and there has been a 
whole industry of individuals from costume to 
set to make up and hair designers who have 
been plying their trade in the background so 
that at ‘curtain up’ everything appears 
seamless and a magni cent story unfolds.

I am a big fan of the theatre because it brings 
together so much of what I think is the best 
of humanity.  First and foremost, it is a team 
effort.  Even plays that contain one actor have 
to have a squad of additional contributors 
to enable that production to go ahead.  The 
company has to have a vision of what they 
are trying to achieve and they want their work 
to be shared and bring pleasure to as many 
people as possible.

The actors on stage have to give full 
emotional  commitment to their 
performances - using all their creativity to 
enable the attendant spectators to suspend 

their disbelief and lose themselves in a 
narrative that places them in a different world 
- it’s a form of sorcery in many ways.

The range of talents that need to come 
together includes those with technical minds, 
analytical minds, problem solving minds, 
creativity,  nancial acumen, design 
specialisms, project management and much, 
much more.  People with diverse backgrounds 
and abilities all coming together in the pursuit 
of one outcome.  Perhaps you can see where 
I am going with this....!

There is a wonderful African proverb - ‘It takes 
a village to raise a child’.  In the same way 
that it takes a whole theatrical company to 
produce a staged performance, and it takes 
a whole community to successfully operate a 
school.

As always, we have had our challenges this 
half term - the wind and the rain, the darker 
mornings and evenings to name just a few 
seasonal elements.  We are more contained 
and less free to run off our excess energies and 
so perhaps some time spent in the great 
outdoors is much needed for all of us!

I want to thank you all again for your part in 
our big production - the daily life of St. James’.  
There is humour, there is drama, there is 
suspense and great teamwork at play in our 
ongoing story but without your 
understanding, support, challenge and 
engagement we would be a shadow of who 
we are.  We all have a role to play and a 
contribution to make - we are very grateful to 
you all for playing your part.

I would also like to thank Mr Leddin for his 
contribution to our daily lives over the last 
three and a half years.  He is leaving us to go 
onto a new challenge and we have been 
grateful for his support and work in the of ce. 
We wish him well.

Have a great half term - in the words of Peter 
Pan, ‘Think of happy thoughts and you will  y’.

Message from Mr Payne
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Overall Attendance
The current overall attendance  gure for the Academy is:

95.35%

2nd Place

Seal
Attendance: 96.55%

3rd Place

London
Attendance: 96.43%

Class Attendance Champions since the last newsletter

Drop-in coffee morning
every Monday 

8.45am - 9.30am

Come and have a drink and a chat with either 
Mrs Dimambro, Mrs Allen or Mrs Goode, and meet 

other parents.  

We discuss things such as special educational needs, 
family dynamics, parenting,  nance and anything else 

that you might want to chat through.  Alternatively, 
just come in for a cuppa to start of your week!

1st Place

Washington
Attendance:  96.71%

Achievements

Don’t forget to tell 
us about your child’s 
achievements - just  ll 

in a form on the ‘Useful 
Information and Forms’ 
section on our website.

Reception Cake Sale

We raised a grand total of
£265.72.

Thank you so much to 
everyone who donated 

cakes or helped sell for this 
charity.

The money will go to 
WWF Australia Bush re 

Emergency Fund.

Southbourne Library Visit

We require volunteers to walk our children 
to and from the library.  If you are able to 

help on a morning, afternoon or both, 
please let the of ce know.

Thursday 5th March

Reception  10.30am - 10.40am
Reception  10.45am - 10.55am
      Year 5   11.00am - 11.15am
      Year 5   11.20am - 11.35am

  Year 6   2.15pm - 2.30pm
  Year 6   2.35pm - 2.50pm

Friday 6th March

   Year 1   9.30am - 9.40am
   Year 1   9.45am - 9.55am

      Year 2   10.00am - 10.10am
      Year 2   10.15am - 10.25am
      Year 3   10.30am - 10.40am
      Year 3   10.45am - 10.50am

Desperate Plea

We have so many books that have 
been kindly donated that need 
entering onto the system and 
labelling.  If you could spare 

anytime please let the 
of ce know.
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Year Group Updates

Reception
We have learnt so much and taken on so much information about different countries 
around the world!  The children loved using the virtual reality headsets and they also 
tasted noodles and bean sprouts!  This week, we learnt about the continent of Africa. We 
found out about Nigeria when Kaya’s dad came in on Tuesday morning to see us!

Thank you so much for all the cake donations for the cake sale last week! We are so 
grateful for all your support.

Year 1

This week in English we explored our  nal ‘explorer story’ using all the skills we have 
learnt this half term.

In Maths this week we continued to look at money. In Year 1 children need to be able 
to recognise and order the different coins and notes.

In phonics this week we consolidated the sounds we have looked at over the last few 
weeks and revised split digraphs.

We had great fun with the VR headsets last Friday. We explored Antarctica, Everest and 
Under the Sea.
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Year 2
Last week, we were exploring non- ction text in the form of recipes, looking at what a 
recipe is and breaking down the features. We then created recipes for our chocolate 
products with focus on using imperative verbs, such as melt, mix and stir.

This week, we have been doing a range of writing about our confectionery products, 
including adverts and descriptions, after trying our creations.

                                                               

Year Group Updates

Year 3
The children enjoyed a fabulous Mexican afternoon last Thursday. They made tacos, 
tasted a variety of foods such as peppers, guacamole, salsa and tortillas, made paper 
plate maracas and completed a fact  nding comprehension task about Mexico.

This week the children had their visit to Pizza Express which they really enjoyed.

In French this week the children learnt French words for key foods and learnt how to 
express which foods they like and dislike in French.

Our topic in ARK this half term was 
Forgiveness. Last week we discussed 
what makes a good friend and the 
children then went away and wrote 
a recipe for being a good friend. 

This week we moved on to looking 
at healthy boundaries, and the things 
that keep us safe in life and in 
relationships.
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Year Group Updates

Year 4
Our project is called ‘Our Precious Planet’.  In this, we have been educating the 
children in current world issues such as the crisis in Australia, deforestation and the how 
palm oil is sourced.  We also have been learning about biomes, climates and animals in 
their natural habitats.

Hooke Court: If your child would like to bring a Tudor costume to Hooke Court, that 
would be fantastic! This is optional and not essential.

Year 4 had a ‘PJ and Movie’ reward time afternoon. What a sweet picture!

Year 5
Is it a bird? Is it a plane? No, it’s the International Space Station!

What a superb evening we had stargazing at King’s Park last week completing our 
‘What on Earth’ project. During the afternoon, Kate, our astronomy expert, came in 
to speak to Year 5 about what we may see and provided us with the science behind 
it. She even brought her ‘small’ telescope to assist with the evening and we were very 
impressed with the in-depth view of the moon you could see from it. Thank you Kate for 
providing your expertise.

The International Space Station orbited over Bournemouth as soon as we arrived, 
one of its 18 orbits of the world it completes every day, taking just 90 minutes each 
time!                                                 

Not only did we see the International Space Station, 
   but we also saw Venus.

   To  nish off the evening, we 
   enjoyed some hot chocolate 
   and space related chocolate.
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Year Group Updates
Year 6

Last week, the children had fun designing and making models of the Galapagos 
Islands!  Each child planned what their group’s design could look like, before 
discussing which idea to take forward to production. Children used cardboard boxes as 
a  at base, then built-up features using newspaper, masking tape and PVA glue. 

Next, the boys and girls coated their models in mod-roc, before painting their islands. 
We also developed our understanding of evolution by studying the variety of Darwin 
Finches on Galapagos.

                                                            

Wet Play and Supervision of Medical Needs Policy

Wet Play

At St. James’ we enjoy wet play and always intend to go outside for playtimes.   If it is raining we 
expect all children to be outside and for that reason we expect every child to have a suitable 

waterproof coat in school every day.  In the event of ‘biblical’ rain, children will be supervised in their 
classrooms, however the expectation is that we will go outside in all other weathers.  In cold weather, 

it is sensible for children also to wear gloves and a woolly hat of sorts.

If there is standing water we believe that part of growing up is to learn that it is not sensible to jump in 
those puddles or get your clothes soaking if you are to spend the rest of the day in them.  We speak 

with children about this and ask parents to do the same.

Children with coughs, colds, broken limbs or other illnesses

Children who are well enough to attend school are expected to go outside at playtime.  It is not 
practical for children to stay in the building as that requires additional adult supervision which 

reduces our capacity to monitor all children safely.  Breaktimes are also an opportunity for adults to 
prepare learning environments for the next session and to have a comfort break.

The covered area in the lower playground is a safe environment for those children who would rather 
be away from those who are running around and it is a suitable place to sit quietly and read a book 
or chat with friends.  Being in this covered area ensures that children are adequately supervised by 

adults and are safe.

The exception to this rule is if the school receives written advice from a medical professional that 
it is not suitable for a child to be outside as a result of their health or physical needs.  In these 

circumstances the school will work with the parent/carer and put in place a plan for supervision that 
minimises the impact on the supervision of the playground space. 
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News from our P.E. Leader

On Wednesday 29th January, St. James’ 
netball team played in a Bournemouth 
Schools High 5 Netball Tournament. In High 5 
only 5 players can be on the court at any one 
time and each player has to rotate their 
position. Therefore every player gets a 
chance at shooting, centre and defence. 

Our  rst game was against Pokesdown and 
we won 8-0, the second game was against 
Avonwood and again we were victorious, 
winning 7-0. We then played our old 
adversaries The Park School and despite  erce defending we lost 8-0. We  nally played 
Muscliffe who were very tall and sadly lost 3-2 in the  nal minute. Unfortunately this meant 
the team wouldn’t go through to the next round and we headed home. 

The team were amazing. Their team spirit, sportsmanship and behaviour meant they were 
a credit to their parents and our school. Their ability to play in different positions without 
hesitation also highlighted the great coaching they get from Mrs Price and Mrs Woolner.

Mrs Stopler took another netball team to the Bee Tournament at Bournemouth School for 
Girls on Wednesday 5th February.  

After the girls had done their warm up and listened to their instructions, they performed 
their St. James’ “team chant’ and were ready to face battle. 

      The  rst game was against The Park School and it   
       nished a 1-1 draw.  Next we played Queens Park  
      and drew 1-1 again. Then sadly we got beaten by  
      Talbot House. 

                We won brilliantly against Moordown St. John and  
      Jewell Academy. We battled hard, but were 
      defeated by Bethany, and in the  nal match we   
                won against Park eld. We  nished  fth in our league,  
      sadly therefore not progressing to the  nal. The girls  
      however were brilliant and a credit to our school.  
      
      Well done. 
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News from PSA

PSA Funds Update

Current Funds Available as at 30.12.19: £9,195.09
Full  nancial report can be found attached to minutes on school website 

and on PSA Facebook page.

So far this year the PSA have paid for:
• Class Christmas Hampers: £333.21
• The Christmas Productions: £22.58

• Contribution to the St James Christmas Tree: £333.00
• The Pantomime: £675.00

As well as the above annual items and refreshments at many events throughout the 
year, in previous years the PSA have also paid for some rather larger bigger ticket items 

such as new tablets for all classrooms, a trampette, new reading scheme for KS2, 
refectory tables and playground equipment, amongst other things.

This year the PSA had tagged our Winter Wonderland event as having a particular 
fundraising target; to update the Reception and KS1 reading schemes.

The KS2 reading scheme has already just been updated and Mr Payne had put forward 
to the committee that a new Ofsted framework has been released centred around 

reading, with a large focus on matching reading schemes to phonics.  So the school is 
in need of a scheme that mirrors this focus.

The school has received quotes for £1,550.00 for approximately 700 books 
or £1,900.00 for approximately 800 books.

As Winter Wonderland raised £1,910.87, the committee were very pleased to 
agree to go ahead with the larger purchase!

Monday 9th March - Next PSA Meeting 8:30am for 8:40am start. 
Crèche available for St. James’ pupils.

Friday 28th February - School Disco and Mufti Day.  Children in YR and Y1 can wear their 
party clothes. £1.00 donation for those not attending the disco please.

YR and Y1 in school time 2.00pm – 3.00pm
Y2, Y3 and Y4 3:15pm – 4:30pm  Y5 and Y6 4:45pm – 6.00pm

Friday 20th March - Mothers Day Stall

Easter Activities - Just before we break up for Easter the PSA will be holding their annual 
colouring competition and two winners per class will receive Easter eggs.

There will also be an Easter egg raf e with winners in each class.  
Dates for these events will be announced soon.

The PSA are looking for a volunteer to run these events.
The PSA would also be grateful for a sponsor for the purchase of the eggs.

Please contact Victoria Leamon on evolutionlets@aol.com for further information.

Friday 24th April or Friday 1st May - Film Club; date to be con rmed.
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Next scheme agreed upon for PSA funds

At the end of last year, Father Christmas left a very nice present on the stage for the school 
(as caught on cctv, video link here http://www.stjamescebournemouth.com/2019/12/24/

hes-been/).  It was 8 moving head disco lights and a haze machine!

So, to go along side this equipment, the committee has agreed to spend £5,590.00 on a 
scheme to update the whole hall lighting and sound system for which Mr Payne has some 

extremely exciting plans in the making for their use. 

We don’t want to say too much…. but the children’s morning assemblies may never be the 
same again!!!   Watch this space!

The PSA would like to take this opportunity to thank every single person who has run the 
events, helped out at events, given their time, made donations and attended events.

It is through everyone’s hard work and commitment to St. James’ that we are able to 
provide our children with these extra items and activities that help to make our school so 

special and memorable for our children.  We look forward to your continued support.  

Thank you.

News from PSA

PSA are looking for volunteers to help with . . .

• Shopping Leader required to go out and purchase items needed for events.

• Nail Painting Leader required to take charge of keeping equipment and paints   
           stocked and clean and arranging helpers rota for events.

• Large Event Co-ordinator, Victoria Leamon currently runs the September 
    Activity Night, December Winter Wonderland and the Summer Fayre.

 We are looking for someone to shadow and help head these events alongside   
           Victoria.

Please contact Victoria at evolutionlets@aol.com if you are able to help out this year.
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There is also a calendar on our school website which contains all of this information. 
Given the advance planning for some of these events, it is possible that there may be 
some changes to the schedule.  The calendar on the website will be the most up to 

date place to check if anything changes.

February 2020

24th Term Starts at 8.30am
25th Y5 Groovy Greeks Day
27th Netball League Matches - 
 St. Katherines
28th Y5 Football Tournament -    
    Bournemouth Collegiate School
28th PSA Disco and Mufti Day

March 2020

3rd Books at Bedtime
4th Y4 Hooke Court Residential   
5th London Class Worship
5th World Book Day - Dress Up Day
5th Tag Rugby Festival - Littledown
7th Town Swimming Gala - Littledown
9th Tag Rugby - Bournemouth   
 Collegiate School
9th PSA Meeting at 8.30am
9th Y6 SATs Parents Information 
   Meeting at 3.30pm
12th Otter Class Worship
12th Y5/6 Tag Rugby - Bournemouth  
 Rugby Club
19th Dolphin and Seal Class Worship
20th PSA Mother’s Day Shop
20th  Y2 Fire of London Workshop - Hall

April 2020

1st Book Bus In School
1st Left to their own devices - Digital  
 Parenting Workshop at 7pm
2nd Paris Class Worship
3rd Break up at 1.20pm
20th Term Starts at 8.30am
30th Y3/4 Tag Rugby - Bournemouth  
 Rugby Club

May 2020

7th Washington Class Worship
8th Bank Holiday
15th Y1 Trip to Longdown Activity Farm
15th PSA Film Club
21st Beijing Class Worship
22nd Break up for Half Term

June 2020

1st  Term Starts at 8.30am
4th Madrid Class Worship
4th Town Sports - King’s Park Athletic  
 Stadium
17th Class Photos
18th Reception Farm Trip - Longdown
22nd Inset Day
23rd Y5/6 Swimming Gala - Bournemouth  
 Collegiate School
25th Rounders Tournament - Dean Park
26th Sports Day
30th Year 6 Bournemouth Primary Church  
 Schools Leavers’ Service

July 2020

1st Secondary School Transition Day 
2nd Shark Class Worship
7th Year 6 Production
8th Year 6 Production
16th   Year 5/6 Leavers’ Eucharist
16th Year 6 Leavers’ Presentation   
 evening
17th Break up at 1.20pm

Dates for your Diary
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