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Dear Parents/ Carers, 
 

The Coronavirus Chronicles – update! 
 

To make these updates a little less meaty, I am taking the unusual step of trying to curtail my 

generic habit of writing overly flowery or expressive narrative… it won’t be as pretty, but hopefully 
it will make it a little easier to identify the information you need, and help you to provide us with 

the support we need.   

 

• At the time of writing, the school continues to be open for business.  As we have been doing 

all through, we are receiving daily advice and updates from Public Health England and other 
sources who are supporting our decision making.  We are delivering as much normality to the 

children as we can, however we have stopped coming together as a school in the hall for 
Worship and are instead doing this in classrooms.  Teachers are also scaling back curriculum 

time to ensure that children have enough time to wash their hands properly at key points in 
the day. 

 

• We know that many people have questions about why the government’s response to 

coronavirus doesn’t include closing schools at this stage.  This measure may be introduced in 
the coming weeks or months, but the government has explained that it is important that it 

happens at the right time. This is to ensure that any measures are sustainable, to limit the 
impact of childcare arrangements on parents (particularly NHS and other frontline workers), 

and to enable schools to have time to look at alternative methods of teaching (e.g. using 
technology).  Please keep up to date with the latest advice and guidance 
at gov.uk/coronavirus, 

 

• Further to my point above, (which was a direct quote from Public Health England) as I write 

this, it has been announced that schools in Wales and in Scotland will close at the end of this 

week.  Boris Johnson also announced in PMQs that we should ‘expect further decisions to be 
taken on schools imminently’.  Although no closures have yet been announced, the 
education secretary is making an announcement at 5pm tonight and it feels increasingly likely 

that we will be hearing that schools in England will be closing from the end of this week also.  
This is NOT confirmed, however it is currently our best guess and we feel that transparency with 

our community regarding this is important. 
 

• School clubs will continue to operate as usual, dependent upon our staffing levels.  We will try 

not to cancel clubs at short notice, however please be understanding if we feel that this is 

necessary. 
 

• All people with flu like symptoms/high temperature, fever and cough are asked to self-isolate 

for 14 days - this will help slow the spread - it’s raspy coughs rather than runny noses.  If anyone 

https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-response


 

 

develops these symptoms during the school day (staff or pupil) they will be sent home and 

should self-isolate for 14 days.  
 

• We are currently unable to provide home learning for children who are isolating at home.  Our 

current priority is to respond to the daily situation in school regarding staff and pupil absences, 

to try and continue a normal day of engaging learning as much as is possible and to prepare 
for the possibility of a school closure, should that be necessary.  If the school closes, we will 

begin a new phase where we will do the best we can to support home learning for the whole 
community. 
 

• Tonight, your child is bringing home a book entitled ‘Remote Learning Journal’.  There is also a 

pen, pencil and white board pen in this pack.  For those children who are currently isolating at 
home, we have your pack in the school office if somebody is able to collect it for you.  It’s not 

much, but we hope that at least it will give everybody the basic materials you will need to 
learn at home if you need to. 
 

• Within your home learning pack is a copy of this year’s Easter Egg Card decorating 

competition.  This can be one of your first pieces of home learning!  Competition entries need 
to be returned to school by the 30th March, or within three days of school reopening if we are 

asked to close over this time period… 
 

• In the event of a closure, we are intending for every child to have a unique login to the school 

mail system so that we can deliver remote learning, homework ideas and provide guidance 

and support to help us all get through what will certainly be an interesting time.  If your child 
will not be able to access the internet through any device at all, please could you inform the 

school office so we can consider alternative arrangements for them. 
 

• The PSA disco planned for next week has now been postponed.  We will reschedule when we 

understand more about what lies ahead and when it will be appropriate to dance Gangnam 

style again. 
 

• We played some music this morning and this evening because it always puts a smile on 

people’s faces and we need a bit of this at the moment.  For those who weren’t paying 
attention, it was our special ‘CoronaVirus’ playlist.  Perhaps you may have some ideas about 
other songs that could feature on this embryonic album… 

 
Walking on Sunshine - Katrina and the Waves 

Can’t Stop the Feeling - Justin Timberlake 
I Will Survive - Gloria Gaynor 

U Can’t Touch This - MC Hammer 
We Didn’t Start the Fire - Billy Joel 
Don’t Stand So Close to Me - The Police 

What a Beautiful Day - The Levellers 
Don't Worry, Be Happy - Bobby McFerrin 

I’m Still Standing – Elton John 
 
Thank you, as always, for remaining calm, cordial and supportive during this testing time.  We 

have been very grateful for the kind feedback we have received from some of you and will 
continue to keep you updated as things progress.  As always, we are taking things one step at a 

time.  Together. 
 

With my best wishes, 
 
Jeremy Payne 

Principal 


