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19th March 2020 
Dear Parents/ Carers, 
 

The Coronavirus Chronicles - Season #3 
 
Well tick, tock, goes the clock... and I am very aware that you are keen to hear what is 
going to happen next. This is my best attempt to update you with all that we know (and 
apologies for the lateness again - these are VERY long days!!): 

 
Yesterday, it was announced that all schools in England will be closed from the end of 
Friday, although they will still stay open to provide care for particular groups of pupils, in 
the main those who are the offspring of 'key workers'. We were promised some clarity on 
the defined jobs of these 'key workers' today so that we could identify children and make 

plans accordingly, but we have been let down by Government and now they have said 
that this information will be released at some point on Friday morning (at best, less than 6 
hours before we close). This is immensely frustrating because for us it is impacting on every 
piece of our planning for this new future. 
 
Things may change, but at this moment I know that you are looking for some clarity and 

so I am regretfully taking the decision that school will be closed for ALL children on 
Monday and Tuesday. We cannot just 'magic' a new school provision out of thin air while 
we are at the same time going through the intensive process of opening a virtual school 
and trying to meet the needs of all learners who are at home in a multiplicity of different 
circumstances. When we eventually receive the information from the Government about 

their identified key workers and which children qualify for school support there will then 
follow a period of time when we have to consult with you to identify which families this 
involves and work out appropriate staffing accordingly. 
 
We have worked intensively to try and ensure that this did not happen. If we were given 

this list yesterday as promised then we feel that we would have (just) been able to make 
the changes required to be operational on Monday. We're sorry we haven't been able to 
do this. We will work through the weekend to try and put plans in place so that we are 
able to serve our 'key worker' community as quickly as we can. 
 
For the wider community, tomorrow every family will be receiving the information packs 

we have been building in preparation for the launch of the 'Virtual School' of St. James'. 
We're fully intent on doing everything we can to continue learning, relationships and 
engagement across our community and we have plans to build our capacity gradually 
over the next week or so in a sustainable and effective way. We want to do this to help 



 

 

you and your children ease into this new learning world that we are all going to spend 
some time adjusting to. 
 

I will also be sharing information tomorrow regarding our plans to continue to provide hot 
school meals for those children who are eligible - we do not want to leave any child or 
family behind and have arranged for meals to be available that can be collected from 
us and heated to ensure a hot lunch. Tasty. 
 

Finally, a small mercy in this wonderfully challenging situation is our Coronavirus Playlist. 
We added to it again this morning and will do so again tomorrow. I'm always happy to 
hear your suggestions...!!! Here is what we have at the moment... 
 
Walking on Sunshine - Katrina and the Waves 

Can’t Stop the Feeling - Justin Timberlake 
I will Survive - Gloria Gaynor 
U Can’t touch this - MC Hammer 
We didn’t start the fire - Billy Joel 
Don’t stand so close to me - The Police 
What a beautiful day - The Levellers 

Don't Worry, Be Happy - Bobby McFerrin 
Don't Stop Believin' - Cast of Glee 
We're all in this Together - High School Musical Cast 
It's the End of the World As We Know It - REM 
I Think We're Alone Now – Tiffany 

 
Thank you again to you all for your humour, kindness, understanding and flexibility at this 
time. Through adversity comes growth and learning and we will weather this storm. We will 
grow and we will prosper. At the very least, we will never listen to Tiffany singing again and 
not have a whole new cultural reference that we can bring to mind! 

 
It's about midnight, which means that tomorrow is nearly here and the whole world starts 
again - I look forward to seeing you in the morning and being in a position to launch our 
virtual school and flesh out our plans for the physical one as well. I am so grateful for your 
patience and understanding. 
 

Best wishes, 
 
Jeremy 
 
Principal 

 
#teamstjames 
 
  


