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22nd March 2020 
Dear Parents/ Carers, 
 

The Coronavirus Chronicles #5 
 
Firstly, well done.  Secondly, thank you!  Thirdly, what a week that was….  In 5 days we went from 
relatively and proportionally ‘normal’ circumstances to unprecedented, extraordinary national 
upheaval with minimal guidance and hand holding underneath the biggest of Government 
announcements.  We are only at the beginning of this story – but the first page is the one that sets 
the tone for the rest of the book and boy, did you deliver a humdinger of an opener! 
 
I said it on Facebook on Friday night, but I know not everyone reads that and so I want to thank 
you again on behalf of the whole team for the way in which you supported each other, the 
community and the team inside St. James’ to help this flow as smoothly as possible.  Many of you 
have acknowledged the journey that we have had to travel while navigating this incredible 
week, but the honest truth is that we are only as successful as the level of support and 
understanding we receive from all of you.  I think, perhaps, we can allow ourselves a small 
moment to enjoy the fact that we were a pretty awesome combination last week – we finished 
the week walking tall, proud of our community and resolute that we can face what is ahead.  We 
are well placed for this challenge.  And now we need to pick ourselves up, stop looking 
backwards and focus on what is to come – because that is a whole new adventure. 
 
All of those children who were still with us on Friday left school with their parent pack of 
information to help you prepare for Monday morning, when our Virtual School kicks into action.  It 
is so important that we all remember that although we are not in the St. James’ building, we ARE 
STILL going to school.  The teachers, TAs and admin staff at St. James’ are still working full time to 
provide the best education we can and we want to start with the right attitudes for progress and 
focus on learning. 
 
Attached to this Parentmail are all the documents that were sent out on Friday which we have 
put together to explain to you how the first week will go.  This is particularly important for those of 
you who are self-isolating so that you can see in advance the early stages of how we intend to 
operate.  Monday will be a slow start – a chance to ease yourself into expectations and we will 
build on learning each day.   Every class teacher will be making welfare calls to check in once a 
week to keep that personal contact with your family and we will watch and learn from these 
baby steps so that we can build, adapt and improve what we are achieving together. 
 
We’re delighted to say that we have been able to drive forward our plans and so we are now in a 
position to open the Physical School also on Monday – however this is only for those children of 
key workers who we have individually notified to explain that they have been offered a place.  
Please don’t turn up expecting entry without this confirmation. 



 

 

 
The school office will be manned and will be answering phone calls on Monday during office 
hours.  Please try to resolve any questions you may have before flooding the office, and hopefully 
the children will be online with their new ‘work’ email addresses and this will allow them to contact 
their class teachers if they wish.  We hope to be sharing photos and images of the children 
learning at home and we will continue to look for ways to help us all to feel connected although 
we are at varying degrees of distance. 
 
There’s plenty of advice in the school packs about how you may choose to organise this new 
chapter in your virtual schooling life.  We will be on hand throughout the whole of this period of 
time to support and guide you.  We will be taking your feedback and regularly meeting as a 
Senior Leadership Team to adjust and refine our practice.  However, seeing as I am not well 
known for holding back on advice, here are four things that may help you to bear in mind: 
 

1. Children like and NEED routine.  We’re providing suggested timetables and they are there 
to support you to work out how you may structure your days.  It’s a school day – children 
are expected to be here at a certain time and then follow our routines.  If you try to do this 
yourself then it will be easier for everyone.  Lie-ins are for the weekend.  On school days, try 
to create a timetable that works for you and stick to it – we are NOT saying that you have 
to follow our timetable, but we strongly advise at the least you try and create one of your 
own that will work in your personal circumstances.  And make sure physical exercise is 
included on it too! 

2. Try to identify and establish a space at home that will be your ‘virtual school’ work space.  
Personalise it with resources, toys or things that make your children comfortable, but have 
an identified space that is for working that is different for those you may use for social 
activity or play, if at all possible. 

3. Plan what your child is going to try to learn in advance – ideally the day or night before.  All 
activities will be posted on the Year group pages of the school website by about 4pm and 
it will be these that are emailed to the children the following morning at 9am.  It may help 
you to think ahead and have some advance warning so that you are able to think about 
the best way to provide support if it is needed. 

4. Finally, if it all goes wrong, draw a line under things and be prepared to start again later or 
the next day.  We all need to be kind to ourselves and each other at the moment and 
there will be a wide range of emotions particularly in the early days.  This is new territory.  
We want to work with you and help you – and we definitely don’t want to be creating 
additional trauma and conflict.  Sometimes taking a step away is the right decision to 
make – but you have to get back on the saddle again the next day…! 

 
We’re on the precipice of a daunting, exciting, mysterious and curious new era, but we are taking 
that step together.  I hope that all of our wonderful Mothers out there in the community are 
having some opportunity today to feel loved, even in these somewhat restricted times.  You have 
produced a raft of wonderful children who are a credit to you every day – none of us would be 
here without you!!  Enjoy your family time and please try to remain calm and proportionate about 
what’s to come because we will do this together and we will all learn and get better as time 
passes. 
 
I can’t wait to ‘see’ you all again in the morning for the start of the new term in Virtual School. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Jeremy 
 
Principal 
 
  


