
 

 

 

St James’ Church of England Primary Academy 

Minutes of Curriculum Committee Meeting Tuesday 4th February 2020 4.30pm Staff Room 

 Present    

Val Powis (VP) (Chair) Esther Vaughan (EV) Sally Wood (SW) 
Jonathan Perkins (JPe) Leanne Dixon-Box (LD-B) Revd. John Pares (RJP) 

Jeremy Payne (JP) (Principal) Val Finnigan (VF) Agenda item 9 only   

   

Clerk: Brian Townshend   

 
 

PART A – non confidential 
 

Start time: 4.30pm 
 
Evidence of governor challenge in blue. 
 
 Minutes Action 

1. Welcome and Opening Prayer   
VP welcomed everyone to the meeting and said the opening prayer. 
 

 

2. 
 

Apologies and absences 
Apologies were received and accepted from Martin Leamon (ML), Nikki Bowen (NB) and 
Alastair Brown (AB). Rob Woolner (RW) did not attend.  
  
 

 

3. Pecuniary/Personal Business Interests  
There were no changes.  
  

 

 

4.  Agree Minutes of the Last Meeting on 25th November 2019 
The minutes were agreed and signed by the Chair as a true and accurate record.  
 

 

5. Matters arising from the meeting on 25th November 2019 (not in agenda items) 
There were none.  

 
 

 

6. Pupil Performance  
JP referred to the Year 2 and Year 6 SATS test preparations. KSI progress assessments 
took place just after Autumn half-term and the next test is due in three weeks’ time. In 
Reading only 20% reached the expected standard (with a further 38% within four marks 
of the threshold) and for Maths 28% reached the expected standard (and a further 40% 
being within four marks). Interventions and breakout groups lead by Mrs. Price should 
significantly improve these results.  
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 



KS2 tests taken earlier this term had the following results; 
Reading: 50% passed, 9 more children will in the tests, school has 10 target children 
which would achieve a total of – 83% - this is an ambitious target. 
Maths 40% passed, 10 more children will in the tests, school has 12 target children which 
would achieve a total of  – 77% - this is an ambitious target 
Combined KS2: In KS1 the combined percentage who passed reading, writing and maths 
was 52%.  
 
JP advised that the Pupil Progress expectations should be reached although it is not yet 
known how exactly this will be measured this year.  
 
JP shared with governors his concern with the expected attainment for the current Year 
6. As with last year, a number of pupils with mental health issues and behavioural 
challenges demanding more teacher time are having an adverse impact on others.  
Action is being taken to split the class into smaller groups whenever possible and an area 
near the Year 5 stairwell is being renovated to create a quieter learning area for up to 
eight pupils. Temporary additional teaching support may be recruited. 
 
JP advised that 86 parents attended the recent Year 6 parents evening, a record 
attendance, and governors discussed how the school could encourage a greater parent 
understanding of maths teaching to support their children. Governors questioned 
whether there was sufficient support provided, commenting that more of a community 
based approach would help address the behaviour and learning challenges.   
 
JP outlined details of the ‘No More Marking’ national benchmarking initiative to evaluate 
pupil writing and provided detailed outcomes. Year One scored 93.7 standardised score, 
well below the national average with boys scoring lower than girls. Year 2 scored only 
86.4; Year 3 97.8; Year 4 99.3; Year 5 101 and Year 6 96.4. JP generally agreed with the 
outcomes and advised that he is a strong advocate of the ‘No More Marking’ approach 
and will enhance the evaluation approach taken, especially for Year 2, having learned 
lessons from this inaugural year.  Work is ongoing to incorporate this into DCPro. 
 
VP thanked JP for sharing the data and asked governors to provide any support that he 
required. 
 

7. Curriculum Update 
Recent curriculum developments were addressed in detail at the Full Governing Board 
meeting on 20th January 2020 and it was agreed that there was nothing further to 
discuss. 

 
 

 
 
 

8.  Pupil Premium Report Update 
In view of Alastair Brown’s absence it was agreed to defer this to the next meeting.  
ACTION: Clerk to invite Tracy Allen, the SENDCo, to present at the FGB on 2nd March. 

   

 
Clerk 
/FGB 

9.  Sports Premium Report Presentation 
VF provided an update of expenditure and impact of the Sports Premium in 2019/20. 
Initiatives include: Mike Burke’s CPD training for teachers and TAs; purchase and popular 
use of archery equipment; provision of sport opportunities at lunchtime; orienteering 
sessions; Zumba after-school club; and golf provision across all year groups, amongst 
others.  
Emphasis is placed on providing more than just team games (e.g. football and netball) 
which are not enjoyed by everyone (e.g. ‘boogie bounce’). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The storage container and use of toilets at Kings Park have proved very useful.  
A Summer term sports week is being planned. Last year eight children completed a RYA1 
sailing certificate and a further eight gained paddleboard ‘passports’.  This year focussed 
provision will be on eight pupils, costing £1k. 
VF is keen to provide something for children evidencing good behaviour, which was 
endorsed by governors.  
ACTION: EV is to provide VF with details of the Chichester Christian Sailing Club.  
 
RJP questioned whether there are any pupils who do not participate in extra-curricular 
sport, JP advising that this isn’t recorded and would be useful data.   VF estimates that 
last year approx. 40% children do not participate in after school clubs, which now 
number 43.  Pupils from low income families are least likely to attend and are 
encouraged to attend lunchtime sessions, albeit there is a limitation of space.  
 
Governors questioned whether lunchtimes could be staggered to create more 
opportunity.  JP outlined previous measures taken although these are limited by 
demands on staff time and logistical challenges of a lack of available space. VF believes 
that as much lunchtime activity is provided as currently possible.  
 
A governor commented that it would be useful for governors to visit and observe 
lunchtimes, noting that some church members who already provide reading support may 
be interested in providing some lunchtime supervision. JP concurred that more can be 
done, reminding that TA lunches have recently been increased from twenty to thirty 
minutes. 
 
A governor asked whether JP is comfortable with the amount of curriculum time spent 
on sport, JP responding that he is and that national requirements are being met. Last 
years introduction of the GetSet4PE initiative for lesson planning has been very well 
received, especially by new teachers inexperienced in sport provision. 
 
VF advised that pupils participate in many local competitions and that she has plans for 
the purchase of various equipment out of the remainder of this year’s budget. She is 
considering what can be done for mental health day.  
 
VP thanked VF for her presentation and for her contribution and commitment in 
providing sport and PE opportunities to the Academy’s pupils. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

EV 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. Governor Link Visits 
JPe presented his safeguarding report following his visit with AB last November. 
Discussion focused on Prevent and use of My Concerns, which is proving effective, and 
JPe met with a TA and member of the office staff who explained fully their safeguarding 
roles. AB is to review the frequency of safeguarding meetings.   
 
EV left the meeting at this point. 
 
VP commended the contribution made by Ash Parsons as evidenced by her January EYFS 
visit and in particular his awareness of colleagues’ strengths.  
 
RJP and SW will shortly conduct their Spring term visits.  
 
 

 
 
 
 



11. Policy Reviews/Updates 
The Anti-Bullying and Positive Behaviour Policy are still under review. c/f 
The Clerk will contact P&WDAT again to ascertain the progress of the statutory 
Relationship & Sex Education requirements due to be implemented in September 2020. 
The existing P&WDAT policy is well out of date. 
 

 
JP/AB 

 
Clerk 

13.   Date of Next Meeting: Tuesday 17th March 2020 4.30pm 
 

 

14.  Close of Meeting and Grace 
VP led Grace and closed the meeting at 7.30pm. 
 

 

 

 

Summary of actions: 

Date 
Raised: 

Action description: Who by: 

300919:3 Terms of Reference: The Clerk is to make various changes and circulate to 
members prior to ratification at FGB. Update 25/11: Changes were agreed. 
Clerk to present to FGB for ratification. Update 04/02: c/f to FGB 02/03. 

Clerk/FGB 

251119:1 Pupil Performance: Year 2 & 6 SATS tests outcomes and ‘No More Marking’ 
NFER writing outcomes for Years 3,4 & 5 are to be presented to the next 
Curriculum Committee meeting. Update 04/02: Outcomes discussed. 
CLOSED. 

CLOSED 

251119:2 Persistent Absence: AB is to review the process and wording of the absence 
request forms with JP and Kate Goode and present their proposals to the 
next FGB. Update 04/02: c/f to FGB 02/03. 

AB/JP/FGB 

251119:3 Sports Premium and Pupil Premium: AB is to present the latest Sports 
Premium and Pupil Premium Reports to the next Curriculum meeting.          
Update 04/02: Sports Premium update provided. Pupil Premium c/f to FGB. 

AB/FGB 

251119:4 Policy Reviews: The Positive Behaviour Policy and Anti-Bullying Policy are 
both due for updating and some amalgamation is being considered. To be 
presented to the next Curriculum Committee meeting. Update 04/02: c/f 

AB 

040220:1  Sports Premium: EV is to provide VF with details of the Chichester Christian 
Sailing Club.    

EV 

040220:2 Pupil Premium: Clerk is to invite Tracy Allen, the SENDCo, to present at the 
FGB on 2nd March. 

Clerk 
/FGB 

040220:3  Relationship and Sex Education Policy: The Clerk is to contact P&WDAT 
again to ascertain the progress of the statutory Relationship & Sex Education 
Policy requirements due to be implemented in September 2020.  

Clerk 

 


