Message from Mr Payne
Well I can’t really address the goings on in
school without talking about the delight that
is the Coronavirus at the moment, can I? We
can see the tentacles of this virus spreading
and our leaders are informing us of ‘best case’
and ‘worst case’ scenarios and I know that
there are a broad range of emotional
responses among our community that we are
all managing and living with.

at home and avoid all but essential contact
with others for 7 days from the point of
displaying mild symptoms, to slow the spread
of infection.

Firstly, can I thank everyone who took the time
to review your contact details and returned
the corrections to school. Aside from
anything else, what became clear is that
in the six months since we last checked the
data, there have been a whole lot of phone
number, address and email changes! If these
details do change within your family or named
contacts, please can I remind you to let the
school know straight away so that we are able
to make contact quickly if we should need to.

You do not need to call NHS 111 to stay at
home. If your symptoms worsen during your
stay at home period or are no better after 7
days contact NHS 111 online at 111.nhs.uk. If
you have no internet access, you should call
NHS 111. For a medical emergency dial 999.

We are continuing to walk a measured and
proportionate line in response to the growing
scale of this virus and I am grateful to you all
for your support and understanding while we
play our part.
I am receiving daily updates on appropriate
actions and responses to take from both BCP
Council and Public Health England and we
have taken steps within school to begin ‘soft’
preparations for a potential school closure
when (if it should happen) we will all have to
navigate a new and tricky path balancing
work, family and social responsibilities. In the
event of a school closure, we will intend to use
the school website to communicate directly
with year groups, and so if you haven’t yet
found your year group page on the website,
firstly, why not?? and secondly, there is no
time like the present to check it out and see
what’s there.
Each Friday every year group updates their
page to give you information about what is up
and coming, what the children have been, or
are going, to learn and there are also
resources and website links to support your
children’s progress and your own knowledge
regarding what is going on in school.

The specific symptoms to be aware of are :
- a high temperature (37.8 degrees or above)
- a new, continuous cough.

We have been clearly advised currently to
stay open for business, which we are delighted
to do and we will be continuing with our usual
diet of education, fun, challenge and chaos
to keep us all on our toes.
In Monday’s worship, Mr Payne will be
conducting a live ‘handwashing’ experiment
in the hall to demonstrate to the children just
why it is important to wash their hands with
soap regularly, and we will respond to other
advice and guidance as it comes in.
Over the weekend we are trialling some home
learning video conferencing to see whether
this is something we can add to our box of
learning tricks, and we have also been
changing some of our practice in school to
minimise the risk of passing anything on.
Mostly, however, I refer back to the doctor
who I quoted in my initial letter about
Coronavirus. It is important that we model the
right behaviours to our children, that we are
measured, calm and base our behaviours on
facts and knowledge alongside kindness and
consideration for others.
Have a great weekend, keep your hands
washed and clean, and I look forward to
seeing everyone back again on Monday to
continue our grand adventure!

Now that we have moved into the ‘Delay’
phase of the Government’s strategy, the
advice has shifted somewhat as well. If you or
your child shows certain symptoms then you
are now being asked to stay at home for 7
days, regardless of whether you have travelled
to affected areas. This means you should stay
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Overall Attendance
The current overall attendance figure for the Academy is:

95.44%

Class Attendance Champions since the last newsletter

1st Place

2nd Place

3rd Place

Attendance: 98.21%

Attendance: 98.03%

Attendance: 97.29%

Santiago

London

Recorder Notice
Recorder lessons will be payable via
bank transfer as of next term.
A letter will follow from Mrs Bright shortly.

Beijing

Thank you!
Already thinking ahead, Deborah (a Year
3 Parent), has very kindly made us several
new nativity costumes for our end of year
celebrations. Thanks Deborah, they are
fantastic and have already been put to
good use in the London class worship.

Achievement
Bella Halliday - Santiago
On Sunday 16th February Bella took
part in the DYSGA Floor, Vault and
Trampette Competition held at
Rossmore Leisure Centre.
Over 100 gymnasts from across Dorset
took part and had spent weeks
practicing and perfecting their routines
and jumps in preparation for it.
Bella was delighted to be awarded
a 2nd place ribbon for trampette, a
3rd place ribbon for floor, a 5th place
ribbon for vault and an overall 4th
place ribbon.

Car Park
Could we please remind
parents, for safety reasons,
that the school car park is
not to be used by parents to
walk through, with children,
at drop off or collection.
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Year Group Updates
Reception
We have recently had a super time celebrating World Book Week. The children enjoyed
visiting Southbourne Library, listening to poetry by author Kate Scott and visiting book
cafés around school. Thank you to Mrs Jacobs for organising such lovely activities for us
all to enjoy.

Year 1

What a fantastic week we had last week celebrating World Book Day! We had great
fun reading with our Year 6 buddies.

This week we moved on to look at suffixes. A suffix is a letter or group of letters that are
added to the end of a word to change the meaning. We talk about the main word
being a root word and then adding on the suffix. For example the root word, jump, can
become jumped, jumping or jumps.
Throughout this term, we will be covering the maths objectives linking with our new
project. These will include understanding and comparing capacity and volume
and understanding and comparing weight and mass.
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Year Group Updates
Year 2
Thank you so much for your support with St. James’ World
Book Week. The children have learned a lot from the
experience and have heard a huge range of stories.
What a treat!
This week we used the facts and knowledge we have gained
about the ‘Great Fire of London’ to create a newspaper
article, reporting on the events that happened throughout
each day of the fire. The children have absorbed a huge
amount of information and are now ready to report on this
important historical event.
To do this, we studied and used the following newspaper
features: heading, past tense, chronological order, third person.
This week we revisited our understanding of addition, subtraction,
multiplication and division and how to use methods to support our
calculations within these operations. The children have practised these skills discreetly,
using formal methods and practical methods to solve simple calculations, before being
asked to apply these skills within problem solving contexts.

Year 3
Our new project was Rotten Romans this week. The children looked at Roman soldiers
and the army. They learnt about what a soldier looked liked, the formation they fought
in, weapons they used and how they travelled. We also looked at the revolt against the
Romans by Boudicca.
Our topic in ARK this half term is Forgiveness. This week the children learnt about the
importance of forgiveness and why it is important to take responsibility for mistakes.
In indoor PE the children learnt about fitness and in outdoor PE the children had their
weekly session with the golf coach.
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Year Group Updates
Year 4

At Hooke Court Year 4 had a fantastic time! They got up to a variety of Tudor based
activities all ready for the topic this half term of ‘The Mighty Monarchy!’ Both Madrid
and Rome had the opportunity to enter into an old Tudor school room where it was
extremely realistic. Not only did the children use quills to write in the style of traditional
Tudor handwriting, but they even made small leather purses and began to thread in
a way that would create traditional Tudor garments.

The children created their own candles
and Miss Cutler was even allowed a turn.
The children also designed, created and
sailed their very own boats because the
Tudor period was a time of great discovery, as well as cooking traditional Tudor food
in the way they would have. Year 4 did so much whilst at Hooke Court, the list is never
ending! It was a trip of a lifetime and life long memories have definitely been made.

Year 5

What a fantastic World Book Week we have had. We created rotten recipes and roped
Mrs Finnigan into tasting the most disgusting one in front of the whole school! Yuck!!!
We heard stories told at Southbourne library, and we were kept on our
toes on Thursday with our stop, drop and read bells throughout the day
and many other fantastic activities.
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Year Group Updates
Year 6
In English, we explored and wrote our own Chinese myths, using a range of
geographical and natural phenomena to give a reason for some fantastical
happenings. In Maths, we began to look at algebraic formulae and how to substitute
values using a formula.
In RE, we looked at evidence for the Resurrection and why it is so important for Christians
as well as recapping the importance of the Easter story as a whole.
In our project work this week, we learnt some more about the Shang Dynasty and
where it fits in a historical timeline and used VR headsets to explore some areas of
Ancient China.
Last week was also World Book Week and we shared a number of events around the
school including books with our Buddies and House Captain story time.
We had a great time on World Book Day, writing our own flash fiction and coming up
with some revolting recipes for our final assembly of the week where some unlucky
teachers got to try our concoctions! Hopefully, the whole week led to even more
enthusiasm for reading and the wealth of experiences that come from losing yourself in
a book!

Wet Play and Supervision of Medical Needs Policy
Wet Play
At St. James’ we enjoy wet play and always intend to go outside for playtimes. If it is raining we expect
all children to be outside and for that reason we expect every child to have a suitable waterproof coat in
school every day. In the event of ‘biblical’ rain, children will be supervised in their classrooms, however the
expectation is that we will go outside in all other weathers. In cold weather, it is sensible for children also to
wear gloves and a woolly hat of sorts.
If there is standing water we believe that part of growing up is to learn that it is not sensible to jump in those
puddles or get your clothes soaking if you are to spend the rest of the day in them. We speak with children
about this and ask parents to do the same.

Children with coughs, colds, broken limbs or other illnesses
Children who are well enough to attend school are expected to go outside at playtime. It is not
practical for children to stay in the building as that requires additional adult supervision which reduces our
capacity to monitor all children safely. Break times are also an opportunity for adults to prepare learning
environments for the next session and to have a comfort break.
The covered area in the lower playground is a safe environment for those children who would rather be
away from those who are running around and it is a suitable place to sit quietly and read a book or chat
with friends. Being in this covered area ensures that children are adequately supervised by adults and are
safe.
The exception to this rule is if the school receives written advice from a medical professional that it is not
suitable for a child to be outside as a result of their health or physical needs. In these circumstances the
school will work with the parent/carer and put in place a plan for supervision that minimises the impact on
the supervision of the playground space.
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News from our P.E. Leader
On Thursday 13th February, Mrs Stopler took the School Athletics Squad to
Avonbourne School for the Bournemouth Indoor Athletics Final.
Having got through to the final in January the team were waiting for this moment
for a long time and were very excited. The winning team go on to represent
Bournemouth at the Dorset Schools Indoor Athletics and we were eager to be
there. There was tough competition with The Park School, St. Catherines’, Epiphany
and Winton to beat.
Alongside normal relay style races, we had obstacle
courses to run, chest push, long jump, triple jump,
vertical jump, foam javelin and speed bounce!!!
All were faced with determination and effort.
Sadly we didn’t succeed with our goal of being first
in Bournemouth with St. Catherines’ taking all the
honours. However the children represented St. James’
fantastically, not just with physical effort but also with
teamwork, support for each other, behaviour and,
above all, sportsmanship.
Mrs Stopler was incredibly proud of each and every one of them.
Bring on Quad Kids and Town Sports!!!

What a proud bunch of children!
Recently, we took this tremendous team of 7 to a netball league tournament,
playing 4 other schools from the local area. The weather was beautiful and we
played better than we have ever played before. At the end of the evening, this
team were named second in the league, an achievement that we were very
proud of. Well done netballers!
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News from our P.E. Leader
On the 9th of March St. James’ year 5 tag rugby team took part in a competition at
Bournemouth Collegiate School. It rained for the whole competition but our spirits were
not dampened.
Throughout the day the team progressed and improved with every game and their
showing of skills and scoring tries!
We finished a well deserved 3rd place and got a special mention from Bath Rugby
Club, who was sponsoring the event, for our techniques shown throughout the day.
The team would like to thank the great support we had on the side lines. Well done
year 5 for showing great team work.

This lovely little group were given the opportunity to
learn various different skills at a recent visit to
St. Peters’ School. The 6th form sports leaders led a
variety of different activities including rugby, netball
and hockey basics. The focus was on hand eye
co-ordination, fitness and fun.
The children listened carefully to all the instructions
and judging by the smiles, really enjoyed themselves.
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News from PSA
NEXT DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES
Mother’s Day Shop - Friday 20th March - remember to send children with their
money to spend. Maximum spend £3.00.
PSA Disco - Friday 27th March - see separate parentmail for details and
how to order tickets.
Easter Egg Colouring Competition - templates coming home soon!
Friday 3rd April - Easter Egg Raffle to be drawn in assembly - only 1 entry.
Friday 24th April - next PSA meeting at 8.30am for 8.45am start.
(Summer Fayre, ice cream sales, refreshments helpers and Y6 leavers events
to be discussed). Please attend!
Saturday 6th June - *NEW EVENT* - St. James’ Ibiza Classics Night
(Adults only - more details to follow).
Saturday 4th July - Summer Fayre.
Friday 10th July - Summer Disco.

PSA are looking for volunteers to help with . . .
•

Shopping Leader required to go out and purchase items needed for events.

•

Nail Painting Leader required to take charge of keeping equipment and paints 		
stocked and clean and arranging helpers rota for events.

•

Large Event Co-ordinator, Victoria Leamon currently runs the September
Activity Night, December Winter Wonderland and the Summer Fayre.
We are looking for someone to shadow and help head these events alongside 		
Victoria.

Please contact Victoria at evolutionlets@aol.com if you are able to help out this year.
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Dates for your Diary
March 2020
19th
20th
20th
20th
20th

Dolphin and Seal Class Worship
PSA Mother’s Day Shop
Y2 Fire of London Workshop - Hall
Mother’s Day Sale
Uniform Day Exchange - Hall
at 3.30pm
24th School Nurse Drop-In at 8.30am
27th PSA Disco
30th Years 2/3/4 Times Tables
Parent Workshops at 3.30pm
and 4.45pm

April 2020
1st
Book Bus In School
1st
Year 3/4 Eucharist
1st
Parents’ ‘Book Look’ evening
3.30pm-5pm
1st
Left to their own devices - Digital
Parenting Workshop at 7pm
2nd Paris Class Worship
2nd Year 5/6 Eucharist
2nd Year 2 Fire Engine Visit
3rd Break up at 1.20pm
20th Term Starts at 8.30am
24th PSA Meeting at 8.45am
30th Y3/4 Tag Rugby - Bournemouth
Rugby Club

June 2020
1st
4th
4th
6th
17th
22nd
23rd
25th
26th
30th

Term Starts at 8.30am
Madrid Class Worship
Town Sports - King’s Park Athletic
Stadium
Ibiza Classics Night
Class Photos
Inset Day
Y5/6 Swimming Gala - Bournemouth
Collegiate School
Rounders Tournament - Dean Park
Sports Day
Year 6 Bournemouth Primary Church
Schools Leavers’ Service

July 2020
1st
2nd
4th
7th
8th
10th
16th
16th

Secondary School Transition Day
Shark Class Worship
Summer Fayre
Year 6 Production
Year 6 Production
Summer Disco
Year 5/6 Leavers’ Eucharist
Year 6 Leavers’ Presentation 		
evening
17th Break up at 1.20pm

May 2020
7th
8th
15th
15th
21st
21st
22nd

Washington Class Worship
Bank Holiday
Y1 Trip to Longdown Activity Farm
PSA Film Club
Beijing Class Worship
Y6 Beach/Surfing Day
Break up for Half Term

There is also a calendar on our school website which contains all of this information.
Given the advance planning for some of these events, it is possible that there may be
some changes to the schedule. The calendar on the website will be the most up to
date place to check if anything changes.
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Term Dates 2019 - 2020
AUTUMN TERM
Inset Day
Inset Day
First Day
Half Term
Last Day

Monday 2nd September 2019
Tuesday 3rd September
Wednesday 4th September
Monday 28th October – Friday 1st November
Friday 20th December (finish at 1.20pm)

SPRING TERM
Inset Day
First Day
Half Term
Last Day

Monday 6th January 2020
Tuesday 7th January
Monday 17th February – Friday 21st February
Friday 3rd April (finish at 1.20pm)

SUMMER TERM
First Day
Bank Holiday
Half Term
Inset Day
Last Day
Inset Day

Monday 20th April
Friday 8th May
Monday 25th May – Friday 29th May
Monday 22nd June
Friday 17th July (finish at 1.20pm)
Monday 20th July

Newsletter
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Term Dates 2020 - 2021
AUTUMN TERM
Inset Day
Inset Day
First Day
Half Term
Last Day

Thursday 3rd September 2020
Friday 4th September
Monday 7th September
Monday 26th October – Friday 30th October
Friday 18th December (finish at 1.20pm)

SPRING TERM
Inset Day
First Day
Half Term
Last Day

Monday 4th January 2021
Tuesday 5th January
Monday 15th February – Friday 19th February
Thursday 1st April (finish at 1.20pm)

SUMMER TERM
First Day
Half Term
Last Day
Inset Day
Inset Day

Monday 19th April
Monday 31st May – Friday 4th June
Wednesday 21st July (finish at 1.20pm)
Thursday 22nd July
Friday 23rd July
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5k Fun Run - £8
On the day entry: £10

1k Kids Fun Run - £5
On the day entry: £6
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ALL RUNNERS GET
A FREE T-SHIRT AND MEDAL
Sign up today

Bournemouthbayrun.co.uk
/bmthbayrun

/bmthbayrun
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KOALA PROTECTOR
St. James' C of E Academy
You’re helping WWF to protect the future of Koalas
and to tackle some of the biggest environmental
challenges facing our natural world today.
Thank you.
Paul De Ornellas
Chief Adviser- Wildlife, WWF-UK

This certificate is not a receipt and cannot be exchanged for an adoption pack.

