
What does it mean to be a musician at St. James’? 

Year R – Children in Year R are exposed to music daily and learn to listen and 

respond to this creatively. A musician in the early years will be given the 

opportunity to explore the different sounds instruments make as well as 

sounds that occur in the world around them. Singing is an integral part of the 

early years where children are encouraged to sing often and associate 

actions with the words they are singing. Year R children begin to explore what 

a ‘steady beat’ is at an age appropriate level and perform movements to 

music that has a steady beat. 

Year 1 – By the time children reach Year 1, they will have developed an 

enjoyment of music and have an idea of styles which they like and dislike. As 

their musical learning moves forward in this year group, Year 1 children learn 

how to respond to music in a reflective way discussing how it makes people 

feel, act and move. In Year 1, children have opportunities to further their 

knowledge of tuned instruments, but focus mainly on unturned instruments 

and how to play these musically within a simple composition, showing an 

awareness of others. Singing should continue to be an important part of 

every day practice in Year 1 and children explore the use of their voice in 

different ways such as speaking, chanting, singing broadly in tune within a 

limited range. 

Year 2 – Musicians in Year 2 will be able to listen with concentration and 

understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music. When 

listening, Year 2 children reflect on music, noticing how it can create different 

moods and communicate ideas. When composing, children in Year 2 are 

introduced to the concept of improvisation and are taught how to use 

unturned instruments and body percussion showing and understanding of 

beat and rhythm. When working in small groups to compose, rehearse and 

perform a short piece of music, Year 2 musicians should experiment with and 

combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music. Year 2 children 

use their voices expressively and creatively too. 

Year 3 – As children move into KS2, we expect them to listen to music with a 

critical ear. Year 3 children will be encouraged to listen to music and 

describe what they have heard using simple musical terms. When 

composing, musicians in Year 3 show an understanding of and can articulate 

how sounds are chosen and combined to achieve an intended effect. They 

perform songs and simple compositions to small audiences showing an 

awareness of others and an understanding of the inter-related dimensions of 

music. 

 

 



Year 4 – Musicians in Year 4 continue to listen to pieces of music with a critical 

ear and with increasing attention to detail in order to recall sounds from aural 

memory. Year 4 children can talk about music they have heard and respond 

to this, giving reasons for their opinions. In composition, children in Year 4 

compose simple pieces to create pictures, mood and emotions through an 

understanding of the inter-related dimensions of music. In their performances, 

Year 4 musicians are able to choose an appropriate way to perform a song 

and appropriate instrumental sounds to accompany a song or create a 

mood. 

Year 5 – In Year 5, musicians maintain concentration whilst listening to a piece 

of music in order to give their opinion and reasons for such comments. By the 

end of Year 5, they have been exposed to a wide range of high-quality live 

and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great 

composers and musicians. In composition, Year 5 children use a variety of 

musical devices, timbres, textures, techniques etc. when creating and 

making music. They play musical instruments, including their voice, with 

increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression. In singing, Year 5 

children begin to sing in parts through rounds, canons and partner songs. 

They perform in a group and in solo contexts, displaying a variety of 

techniques.   

Year 6 – Year 6 musicians listen to music with a critical and analytical mind 

set. In Year 6, children listen and evaluate a range of live and recorded music 

from different traditions, genres, styles and time, responding appropriately to 

the context. In composition, children in Year 6 use a variety of musical 

devices, timbres, textures, techniques etc. when creating and making music 

for a range of purpose. Year 6 children demonstrate increasing confidence, 

expression and level of musicality through taking different roles in 

performance and rehearsal. In Year 6, children are taught how to use and 

understand staff and other musical notations to support their composition 

and performances. 


