
What does it mean to be an actor/actress at St. James’?  

Year R – Children in Year R use role play to communicate thoughts through 

play. They take on the roles of people both fictional and non-fictional to help 

them make sense of the world around them. The pupils are beginning to 

introduce a simple story line/narrative into their role play too learning how to 

interact and communicate with others effectively.  

Year 1 – When making progress within drama in Year 1, children continue to 

explore drama through play as well as more structured drama activities. 

Children should be taught how to use facial expressions and body language 

to portray a character’s emotions and begin to understand how our face 

and body can be used to communicate. Year 1 should have opportunities to 

explore how they can use their voice to add expression and also control their 

volume. 

Year 2 – In Year 2, children are given opportunities to explore characters 

further using drama activities. In their role play, children adopt the 

mannerisms of the character to express the character’s feelings. Year 2 

should be taught how to further use body language to enhance verbal and 

non-verbal communication as well as using tone and intonation to vary how 

they use their voice.  

Year 3 – Year 3 children may be presented with a stimulus for their 

performance but equally could be expected to devise a performance 

creatively without teacher guidance. Within these performances, these 

children begin to show an understanding of improvisation and use dramatic 

techniques such as use of levels, freeze-frames and characterisation.   

Year 4 – As Year 4 children become more confident with dramatic 

techniques they will now learn how to be aware of other actors during a 

performance. To be competent in this skill, Year 4 children will be expected to 

listen to the other actors and be spatially aware of where they are on stage 

at all times. Similarly, children in Year 4 understand where the audience is at 

all times and the importance of facing the audience so the actors are seen 

and heard clearly.  

Year 5 – Although Year 5 will still be given plenty of opportunities across the 

curriculum to devise and perform, the focus now is on learning how to 

critique their own and others’ performances using dramatic vocabulary to 

praise and suggest improvements. Children in Year 5 have built up a good 

understanding of good practice within drama and can recognise this within 

performances.  



Year 6 –  As in Year 5, children in year 6 will still be given opportunities to 

develop their skills within drama performances. Having received critique from 

their peers, Year 6 children should be given the opportunity to apply the 

feedback of others in another rehearsal or other performance. Children in 

Year 6 are expected to listen and understand the feedback of others and 

take this as constructive criticism as a learning tool to improve future 

performances.  


