
What does it mean to be an artist at St. James’? 

Year R – Art in the early years is exploratory. Children have the time and 

freedom to explore their creative nature through a variety of contexts and 

using different artistic tools. Artists in the early years should use art to help 

understand the world around them, giving them opportunities to experiment 

with colour, texture and form through artistic and natural materials alike. Year 

R children will have opportunities for guided artwork as well as artwork that is 

child led and free. 

Year 1 – Children in Year 1 continue to have opportunities to express their 

ideas, experiences and imagination through their artwork. They are able to 

explore drawing and sculpture through colour, pattern, texture, line, form and 

space. Year 1 children are given opportunities to continue to expand the 

creativity they developed in Year R through guided and free art 

opportunities. Teachers in Year 1 will make references to famous artists that 

link well with the artistic techniques being studied to enable children to begin 

to appreciate the work of others. 

Year 2 – By the end of KS1, children will have a clearer understanding of who 

they are as an artist. They continue to explore colour, pattern, texture, line, 

form and space through drawing, painting and sculpture and are beginning 

to discuss why they have chosen to use particular art techniques. Year 2 

children should be given the freedom to choose from materials available to 

them to design and make products. Teachers explicitly link the work of artists 

to help children compare the styles used so they can begin to adopt these in 

their own work. 

Year 3 – Now that the children are in Year 3, they should be taught explicitly 

how to develop their artistic techniques. Teachers should allow the children 

to explore artistic skills within their sketch books first, before putting these into 

practice in a final piece of art. In Year 3, children are given opportunities to 

explore more complex art materials such as drawing with charcoal and 

textiles with wool. Their artistic techniques are constantly being developed as 

they experiment and explore their creative techniques further using the work 

of famous artists for inspiration.  

Year 4 – Year 4 children continue their sketch books from Year 3, using these 

to further explore artistic techniques and review and revisit ideas. By Year 4, 

children should have an understanding of how to use a range of materials 

within drawing, painting and sculpture and should now be working to 

improve their mastery of particular skills. Children should study the work of 

famous artists and be able to discuss how artists have used techniques (e.g. 

light and shade) for effect. Year 4 children should develop awareness that 

there are famous artists as well as famous designers and sculptors that we 

can study and learn from. 

 



Year 5 – In upper KS2, children begin to look at artistic techniques with a 

critical eye. They are able to discuss the impact of artists work and create 

their own images reflecting the artist’s style. Year 5 children use evaluative 

language to evaluate creative work using the language of art, craft and 

design. They continue to develop their own artistic creativity but begin to 

develop an understanding of the historical and cultural development of their 

art forms.  

Year 6 – By the end of Year 6, children should have a sketch book that 

illustrates the artistic journey they have been on throughout key stage two. 

Children should have improved their mastery of art and design techniques 

over time and there should be evidence of this within these sketch books. 

Children should be competent in the use of a range of art materials and 

have studied a range of great artists, architects and designers throughout 

history. Year 6 children should be able to critically analyse creative works 

using art and design vocabulary and have a firm understanding of who they 

are as an artist.  


