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26th April 2020

Dear Parents/ Carers,
The Coronavirus Chronicles #11

Good evening #teamstjames. Not an especially long one today, but there are just a few updates
for you to consider based on feedback and before we launch ourselves into Virtual Summer Term
week 2 – sorry it’s late, had a few teething troubles getting this sorted today.
•

Team Talks. This week we will begin our first baby steps into what we hope will be weekly
online meetings between the teachers (and hopefully soon TAs) and groups of up to six
children at a time in a class. I sent out a specific Chronicles that solely focussed on this on
Friday, so please consult the school website or visit here
http://www.stjamescebournemouth.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Chronicles10.pdf
to read up on our plans.

•

Exercise Books. We have been hearing on the phone calls that some of you are running
out of space/ have run out in the exercise books that we handed out at the start of
lockdown. To try and ensure that everyone is still able to continue their home learning, we
have labelled up a whole school stack of new books so that everyone who needs to can
come and collect a Lockdown Home Learning Book 2 from school. Obviously we are very
mindful of adhering to the rules on trips out of the house etc. so we would ask that you only
come to collect a book if you have no other resources you can use at home, and if you do
venture out, please ensure it is during school hours, it is part of your daily exercise and you
make sure you maintain social distancing from others at all times.

•

Fitness with Finnigan volunteers. Mrs Finnigan is keen to hear from children who would like
to take part in one of her ‘Fitness With Finnigan’ films by filming some content at home that
can be used as part of her weekly program. If your child would like to take part, please call
the school office and let us know and we will do our best to include as many keen children
as we can!

•

Accessing the online folders on Sharepoint. We are hearing from some families that their
child can’t access their classes shared area online. In almost every case, this is because a
sibling is still signed into Office.com with their username, which means the computer will not
recognise permissions to access other class folders. We know it can be a pain, but please
make sure that the correct child is signed in to Office.com when they are trying to access
the class shared area.
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•

Motivating children. Again, from our calls this week, some parents have expressed some
difficulties in motivating children to return to the Virtual School as enthusiastically as they
may have done before the Easter break. We have two observations on this… Firstly, it is
always difficult to motivate some children to get their learning brains going after a school
holiday (welcome to our world…!). And secondly, we just want to remind you that ‘You are
not the teacher!’. You are your child’s parent and that relationship is completely different.
You will have good days and bad days, and you have to work out what works best for you.
Yes, we encourage you to try, and not just give up, but you also have to accept that
sometimes things may be tricky and instead of having a Battle Royale, taking a different
approach and trying again tomorrow may be the best approach. To help you with some
tactics for motivating, however, there is a guide to some simple techniques you may
consider using attached to this parentmail. Different things will work for different children,
but you may find some of the tips useful.

The weather is taking something of a turn this week, with a bit more chill in the air and some rain
forecast on most days. This doesn’t necessarily mean you have to be locked down indoors – if
you have a garden, getting togged up in rain coats and the rest could be a good opportunity for
a changed experience and some wet play – always welcome and nice change from the normal!
With my very best wishes as always,
Jeremy
Principal
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Code of Conduct when video conferencing with children
-

All parents to be informed of the process and to have the opportunity to opt their child out of a
meeting by not attending.

-

All details of the meeting should remain confidential and not shared on social media.

-

Parents invited to be in the room when the video conferencing takes place, although they should
not participate.

-

Recording of the meeting (screenshot or video) is not allowed.

-

At the start of a session, only children signed in with their school email address will be allowed to
join the meeting. Any person attempting to join who is signed in to Office 365 on their computer
with a different email account will be held in a lobby at the discretion of the host. They will not be
given access to the meeting. This is done to ensure unknown individuals are not given access to
children.

-

Children leave at the end of session, leaving the host to close the meeting.

-

Everyone needs to be fully and appropriately dressed.

-

No indecent or inappropriate images are shared whether deliberately or inadvertently i.e. images in
the background of the screen. Thought is given to where video conferencing takes place.

When representing the school in virtual or face to face contact with children, staff are expected to
maintain professional conduct at all times, in line with teacher standards.
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