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4th April 2020 
Dear Parents/ Carers, 
 

The Coronavirus Chronicles #8 
 
Well look at you! Here you are on the other side of the first fortnight of our Virtual School and 
you’ve made it!  We are now officially in the Easter holidays and the pace of life can change 
somewhat.  We’re still isolating, staying indoors, protecting the NHS and therefore saving lives, but 
the next two weeks should still be something of a break where possible – for you and your children.  
This update is to bring you up to speed with where we are currently. 
 

• The Virtual School is closed.  Teachers and TAs have been working full hours to enable our 
Virtual School to operate and provide the support that is needed to help as many children 
as possible to be successful and continue to learn.  This has been a busy couple of weeks 
adjusting to new ways of working for all of us, and I would like to pay tribute to all my 
colleagues who have stepped up to this challenge in extraordinary ways and made a 
difficult task look easy.  They, like you, deserve a holiday and so the Virtual school will be 
closed for the duration of the Easter break and normal service will resume again on 
Monday 20th April. 

 
• The Physical School remains open.  To support those wonderful key workers who are 

keeping the NHS and other vital services going for all of us, we will be operating a Physical 
school every weekday of the holiday, including Easter Friday and Bank Holiday Monday.  
As always, this provision is available to those children of key workers who have no 
alternative options for childcare – Government guidance is clear that ‘every child who can 
be safely cared for at home should be, to limit the chance of the virus spreading.’   Children 
do NOT need to come in school uniform as it is a holiday club (not normal school provision), 
and please ensure that they have packed lunches.  You should have already been in 
contact with the school if you believe your child requires a place.  We are now operating a 
skeleton staff (including within the office) so phones will only be answered occasionally if 
there is someone there to do so. 
 

• Governance and Leadership continues.  We continue to be supported and challenged by 
our Governing Body as usual who are still meeting virtually to stay updated on our progress, 
question our decision making and keep us on our toes. Likewise, our school leadership 
team have regular virtual meetings to plan, problem solve, develop strategy and laugh at 
Mr Brown’s ridiculous moustache (that sadly is no more…) 
 

• Holiday activity suggestions.  Although the Virtual School is closed, the team have put 
together a pack of ideas that you can feel free to dip into over the Easter holiday if you 



 

 

wish.  There is a pack for KS1 and KS2, and there is also a St. James’ Easter Recipe collection 
if that tickles your fancy.  These are optional tasks and therefore (apart from the Day One 
portrait challenge) they will not be collected in or marked by the teachers.  We just thought 
some of you may appreciate the ideas as a potential resource bank if you’re struggling for 
ideas.  We will also post some resource links onto the school website for you to access if you 
wish. 

 
• Give us your feedback!  We’re using the Easter holidays to review how we started and think 

about any changes or adaptations to our practice that we can bring in over the Easter in 
preparation for the Virtual Summer Term.  Many of you have already filled out the online 
survey (you proper little superstars, you) but there are still plenty who haven’t.  Your 
feedback is important to us if you could find the time.  We will close it to responses on 
Sunday evening so that we can collate and review your opinions.  Access the survey via 
this link… https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/H3VVN8B 
 

• We love the NHS!  I’m sure you’ve seen it, but if not then our #stjamessaysthankyou film is 
available here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oQjLWW70vek 
 

• Thinking of our community.  As time passes and the story of this virus plays out, we know 
that there will be members of our community who will be directly affected in many 
different ways.  We have already of heard of some families in this position and we are 
holding everyone, but those people especially in our thoughts and prayers.  Please do 
keep us updated via the school office or the phone calls with class teachers if your situation 
changes.   
 

• The wonderful Barbara Mills.  I’m very sad to pass on the news that Mrs Mills, who has such a 
deep and personal connection with St. James’ and so many of our families through her 
roles as the St. James’ pre school leader and formally as a Governor to the school, has 
been in contact to pass on the news that she is unwell and does not have much time left.  
We are all thinking of and praying for her and her family and she would appreciate your 
prayers at this time also. 
 

• Keep your eyes on the online… We will still be posting some content on the website and 
Facebook over the holiday – particularly some Easter special ‘Prayers with Parslow’ and 
maybe some other updates like competition winners or physical school news. 

 
Have a great Easter holiday, it will be different, but different can sometimes take us into special 
and unexpected places.  Let’s embrace it as much as we can.  Wash your hands.  Be Kind.  Stay 
at home.  Protect the NHS.  Save lives.  Team St. James’, now more than ever. 
 
With my very best wishes as always, 
 
Jeremy 
Principal 


