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16th May 2020 
Dear Parents/ Carers, 
 

The Coronavirus Chronicles #14 
 
Well, this has been an interesting week…!  I hope that you continue to feel healthy and well and 
have perhaps been able to enjoy some small changes for the better following the gentle 
relaxation of lockdown. 
 

• Survey Monkey response.  Last week I asked you to support us by filing out an online 
questionnaire so we could gauge your feelings about a possible return to school.  Out of 
305 families at St. James’, we received a really strong return from 279 people and your 
feedback was incredibly useful and welcome.  Thank you for the speed of your reactions 
and the level of engagement you showed. 
 

• Staff Survey.  We also conducted an anonymous staff survey during the week so that I 
could gather the views of all my colleagues and consult them on possible upcoming 
changes.  I would like to publicly thank every one of my team for their professionalism, 
thoughtfulness and dedication to St. James’ throughout this whole experience and 
particularly as we look to the future.  This survey also proved to be very useful and has 
moved us forwards in our thinking. 
 

• Are we opening in June…?  The simple answer, currently, is that I don’t yet know.  Since the 
Prime Minister’s announcement last Sunday, further guidance has been issued to schools 
every day, sometimes directly contradicting what was said the day before.  Sometimes 
multiple pieces of guidance were released in a day.  Despite this, there are still many 
questions that remain unresolved.  Both the teaching unions and British Medical Association 
have expressed reservations about schools reopening and we are trying to gather as much 
information and evidence as we can to inform our decision making.  To be clear, we are 
very keen to bring the community of St. James’ back to school so that we can be together 
in learning once more, however I have to be satisfied that we are balancing any risks 
appropriately and acting in the best interests of the community.  Detailed planning for 
different scenarios has been underway all week and we will be considering our position in a 
Full Governing Body meeting on Monday evening.  I know that many of you are hungry for 
some clarity and answers about what is to come and I thank you again for your patience 
as we work hard towards being in a position of confidence to communicate this to you. 
 

• ‘Lockdown Life’ film.  On Monday, we are releasing our latest film featuring our magnificent 
adult team showing the wide array of experiences we have had during this strange period.  
At the same time, the children will be issued with the challenge of sharing their own 10 



 

 

second film reflecting an aspect of their own family’s time in Lockdown.  It may show them 
learning, being with family, having a water fight, baking something, playing sport, on a 
walk, eating together, dancing etc. etc.  We want to put all these together so we can end 
next week with another community film stuffed full of joy and variety sharing the range of 
life and experiences that make up St. James’.  What a great way to end the half term!!  I’m 
telling you this now because you may well feel that your best opportunity to film your 
children/pets/family/self reflecting an aspect of lockdown will happen over this weekend, 
rather than on a school day.  We just need ten seconds, ideally without music in the 
background and if possible with your phone in landscape rather than portrait, although this 
is not essential.  Don’t overthink it, just have some fun, be as imaginative as you like and 
show us about ten seconds of your life.  Then upload it into the ‘Lockdown Life’ folder 
which you will find by clicking on this link: 
https://stjamesprimarycofe.sharepoint.com/sites/WholeSchoolPupilShare  Thank you in 
advance for getting involved – I will need to receive the films in the folder by Wednesday 
lunchtime at the latest and as always, I need to point out that I cannot guarantee that 
every film shared will make it into the final production but I will do my best. 
 

• Virtual Star of the week.  Best laid plans can always have unintended consequences, it 
seems…!  On Fridays class teachers are acknowledging some of the learning that they 
have seen during the week in emails to the children.  This is not intended in any way to be 
highlighting ‘the best’ or, even more importantly, it is not a comment about the quality of 
anyone else’s home learning – we know you are all working very hard and are so grateful 
for your support.  You are all doing amazingly well in the most difficult of circumstances. All 
children can do is their best and all parents can do is their best. When you get 
acknowledged it can be such an uplift - and we do want and try to recognise and value 
everyone’s efforts.  We just can’t do that every week!! 

 
Thank you for your ongoing engagement with the Virtual School and for your work in partnership 
with us.  I hope to be coming back to you in the near future with our thoughts about how school 
may change in the coming weeks. 
 
With my very best wishes as always, 
 
Jeremy 
Principal 
 


