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4th June 2020

Dear Parents/ Carers,
The Coronavirus Chronicles #18

Thank you so much for your patience over the last days while you have been waiting to hear what
we are proposing to do with regard to gradually bringing more children back into school. Our
school site, layout and limitations have given us many challenges to overcome, however I am
delighted to say that we are now in a position and have reached agreement with the Trust Board
on the best way to begin opening St. James’ cautiously and responsibly to a number of additional
children. I am very grateful to the Trust Board for the consideration they have given to our local
circumstances and to their total commitment to the wellbeing and welfare of the whole St.
James’ community. Likewise, I would also like to thank our Local Governing Body for their support,
challenge and problem solving to support the best interests of our community.
Given all of the planning, risk assessing, localised data and partnership working we have been
doing with local schools, headteachers and the Local Authority, I am confident that we are now
in a position to begin safely and cautiously welcoming some more of our children back to school.
•

We’re gradually opening the school to more pupils from Wednesday, June 10th. In this first
phase of opening, children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 will be coming back to school in groups no bigger than 10 per class at a time. A further, much more detailed pack of
information will be issued to parents of children within those year groups tomorrow to
provide more granular detail on how this will work and what groups their children are in.

•

We will be opening on a three day cycle. Children from these three year groups initially will
be divided into three ‘bubbles’ representing one third of a class at a time. Bubble A will
come to school the first day, Bubble B will come into school the second day, and Bubble C
will come in on the third. Rinse and repeat. We will provide clear timetables in our
information packs to parents tomorrow.

•

The Virtual School learning will continue. At all times, we are very conscious that the
majority of our school community will not be in school, and so all our practice from the
Virtual school, with teachers setting learning, responding to emails and making phone calls
will continue. There will be no interruption to this provision.

•

The Physical School provision will continue. Vulnerable children and those of key workers
will continue to attend school as required within their own bubbles, as they have been
doing for the last ten weeks.
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•

Social distancing at 2m is our top priority. Government guidance is clear and realistic that
it is almost impossible to guarantee that all children will be able to consistently maintain a
social distance of 2m from their peers at all times, however we are aiming high and we are
not compromising on this as an ambition and expectation. Classrooms have been cleared
of clutter and additional furniture and only have 10 desks and chairs. All children will have
their own space that is 2m from their peers.

•

There’s a one way system for moving around school. To reduce the risks of transmission, a
one way system has been created for movement around most of our school. This is not
possible for every area and in those situations a ‘right of way’ has been established.

•

Children will remain within their own ‘bubbles’. The same children will remain in the same
‘bubbles’ to reduce the amount of contact individuals have with additional people.
Breaktimes, lunchtimes and arrivals will be staggered so that bubbles do not mingle with
each other and they will have their own play spaces to use.

•

We have comprehensive cleaning plans in place. As children arrive at school they will
receive anti-bacterial hand gel. When they enter their classroom they will wash their hands
and throughout the day cleaning of surfaces, handles and equipment will continue.
Notices around the classroom and demonstrations by adults will remind children about
hygiene, social distancing and face touching.

•

Arrival times, entrances to the building, collection times etc, are all staggered and spread
out. So that we can ensure as few possible contact opportunities are present, each year
group will approach the school from a different direction and entrance point and will go
straight to their bubble. We’re coming back together while staying apart!

•

Every part of our provision will continue to be under review. We are confident that we
have plans in place that are proportionate and will keep children and adults safe. Our
practice will continue to be reviewed at a local and Trust level and we will make all
decisions with the safety and wellbeing of all our community at the heart of what we are
doing.

•

We have planned everything with our community’s safety and well-being at the centre of
our decisions. Because you would expect nothing less of us and we are not taking risks or
experimenting with our community’s health.

•

We’re not going to be scaring the children. All our adults have received training and
guidance that will ensure that we explain the rules, help our children to understand them
and support them to follow them in a way that is kind and sympathetic. We are still a
family and we want our children to relish and enjoy the experience of being back in
school.

•

We will have a new, short behaviour agreement. We all make mistakes, and we
understand and support that, however we all have an obligation to make the right choices
for our own and the community’s safety. Every family and child will be asked to sign a new
behaviour contract that allows us all to understand our expectations and think about why
we need to behave in particular ways so that we can all keep safe and minimise any risks.

•

We need you to play your part. If you have any symptoms at all, we need to be informed
and we need you to self-isolate in order to prevent the spread of the disease. If you are
anyone within your household is showing symptoms then the whole household must selfisolate and your child must not come to school until the end of the isolation period. Only
one adult is to bring a child to school and there should be no additional equipment
beyond lunchboxes and coats if necessary, please.
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•

TEAMS meetings will continue, but practice in YR, 1 and 6 may change. We’ll be able to
give more information to these three year groups at the start of next week, however for
everyone else your TEAMS meetings and phone calls will continue as before.

If you are a parent of a child in Year R, 1 or 6 then I understand you may have many further
immediate questions. Please be patient as we will be sending out a pack to you with much more
detail and guidance either tomorrow or on Saturday. We are also looking into the possibility of
having an online meeting that you can attend to ask further questions. We are totally focussed
on everyone’s safety, risk management and well-being coming back to school and have
confidence that we are in the right position to be making this move now. Please work with us to
understand that this is a complicated and evolving situation that we are working around the clock
to get right. Thank you for your patience and understanding.
It doesn’t require me to point out how unusual and crazy this period in our history is. All I know is
that despite the utter upheaval of our lives, the St. James’ community has continued to be strong,
connected, supportive and hopeful. This is the first, tentative step towards bringing more of our
family back together again and we will watch closely and carefully to measure the impact and
outcomes. One step at a time. I very much hope it will be the beginning of a process that
eventually brings us all back, safely and with confidence for a bright future. Thank you so much
for being such a strong team, for believing in us and for working together in ways that have kept
us moving forwards.
I’ve said it many times before and I echo it again now – I am incredibly proud and fortunate to be
leading this wonderful community of professionals, families and friends. Thank you.
With my best wishes,
Jeremy
Principal
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