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14th June 2020

Dear Parents/ Carers,
The Coronavirus Chronicles #19

Well, we have taken our first tentative steps to bring more children back into the school, and what
a wonderful experience it was! Thank you to everyone who played their part – my colleagues in
school, local governors, parents and, of course, the children. It was incredibly gratifying to see so
many of the children so keen to come back into school, even though it is clearly quite a different
place at the moment – and even more lovely to see and hear how much they enjoyed their day
and wanted to come back again for more!
Last week we were able to welcome back 76% of Reception, 73% of Year One and 77% of Year 6
– really positive attendance figures in the circumstances and, I hope, a strong indication of the
trust you have placed in our preparations. Once again, I thank you.
•

Our ARK program of learning continues. Following the success of our first two ARK units,
Love and Forgiveness, this week we will be launching the final unit all about Hope. Mrs
Jarvis has very kindly put together 6 recorded ARK lessons that take us on a journey to
discover the power of hope, why we should have hope and what hope can inspire in each
of us. This week, the first lesson is about the question 'What is hope?' – it will go live at 9am
on Wednesday morning. We would love it if you could watch the short film that gives
children key points to discuss and think about. There will also be an activity that you can
use to follow up the discussions you have - your child's class teacher will send this in their
Wednesday email so this could form part of your Wellbeing Wednesday. A key part of our
ARK curriculum is our daily declarations. We have seen how important it is to have a
positive mindset and the power that saying something daily can have on what you
believe. Attached to this Chronicles email are the daily declarations you may like to
introduce to your children throughout this ARK unit so you can witness the power of words.
We could all do with a little bit of a ‘Hope refill’ at the moment, so fingers crossed this unit of
learning has come at an opportune time for you.

•

What’s happening in September? Honest answer. I don’t know at the moment. We don’t
know what July will look like currently and we are very much working on a day by day
basis. Government guidance is still contradictory and unpredictable, however we are
looking at the effectiveness of our provision, talking with other schools and colleagues in
BCP council and working hard to develop possible models that we could operate to bring
more children back – this will all be contingent on the scientific evidence, local and
national information and guidance that emerges. There is much for us to consider with
regard to the missed areas of curriculum, length away from social interaction, possible
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mental health and wellbeing concerns and much more that children have experienced.
Once more I find myself asking for your understanding, trust and patience with regard to
our future operations.
•

Have the children been able to socially distance? In general, this has been a positive
picture. In most situations the children have been very responsible and sensible – we have
been very proud of them! Of course, sometimes the rule has been forgotten, but gentle
reminders are always responded to quickly.

•

Have all adults remembered to socially distance? Not always. We have received some
complaints about adults who are not always keeping apart when they drop children off.
We know this is particularly hard on the Spurgeon Road path, however that’s why we are
asking everyone to follow a one way system that flows from the Spurgeon Road car park
around to the church, and then down the driveway to the main road. Please consider
everyone’s feelings and try to be a team player by following these rules.

•

Children coming to school can wear trainers. Because children will be doing forms of
exercise when they are in school, we have reflected that it may be more appropriate for
them to wear trainers which are more multi-functional. This is not compulsory, but it is an
option for you to consider. We do not feel it is appropriate for children to change into PE
clothes at the moment, so this is a form of compromise.

•

Please arrive ON TIME, rather than early. We have staggered the arrival times to reduce
the number of people on site at any one time. If you arrive early for drop off or pick up,
you will be increasing the volume of people unnecessarily. If you do find yourself on site a
little before you need to be, please consider waiting on the playground where you can
socially distance from others, rather than queuing on the driveway which quickly becomes
blocked.

•

There’s a problem with the Year One year group website page. We don’t know what’s
happened! For some reason, the content we are putting up is not being recognised, which
is very frustrating. We have the engineers and clever people working on it. This week’s ‘I
have a Dream’ theme is universal, however, so parents of children in Year One could
check another year group’s page to see what is being set for tomorrow at least.

•

Mr Motivator. We know that for some children who have been back to school, they are
finding it hard to be motivated to continue home learning. We also know that those
children who are still exclusively in the Virtual School have been doing so for three months
and it’s hard to keep up your enthusiasm for so long. Please be reassured we’re all in the
same boat and facing similar challenges with this but we’ve come such a long way and
may be in this position for a while yet, we’ve got to keep on keeping on. All I know is that
we CAN do it!! Be kind to yourselves, but don’t let those heads drop.

To finish, a little mathematical joke. It’s the way you tell ‘em, by the way, so if it’s not funny, it must
be because you have read it wrong…
What do you call a number that can’t stay still?
With my best wishes,
Jeremy
Principal

A Roamin’ Numeral….

