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25th June 2020 
Dear Parents/ Carers, 
 

The Coronavirus Chronicles #21 
 
Today’s Chronicles update is intended to give you some of our ‘big picture’ thinking with regard 
to the end of this term and the start of the new academic year in September.  As always, I am 
sharing this information with you as soon as practicable, however I must also drop in the caveat 
that as with many plans during the course of this pandemic experience, we may well need to 
change or adapt to respond to circumstances as they happen. 
 
I would also like to pass on my grateful thanks once again to everyone in our community for your 
understanding, kindness and cooperation to help us and our school move forward in such a 
positive way.  I have particularly appreciated people’s willingness to acknowledge the vast 
complexities of our situation and the broad range of competing priorities we have had to 
balance – we have learned that what may seem like a sensible solution for one individual, group 
or cohort can have detrimental consequences elsewhere and walking this tightrope has been 
made considerably more manageable with such strong support and love from you, the 
community. 
 

The end of this academic year 
 

• Year R, 1 and 6 ‘Bubbles’ will continue until Thursday 16th July.  There is a revised 
attendance calendar attached to the bottom of this update.  We explored the possibility 
of bringing back more children, however our provision for the children of key workers now 
extends across 8 classrooms and we do not have the space or staffing to support more 
children.  We appreciate this will be disappointing news to some children and families, and 
we are sorry for that. 
  

• Years 2, 3, 4 and 5 will have an opportunity to celebrate their year together on Zoom.  We 
are working on plans to have an assembly to bring these year groups together, to 
celebrate their learning and achievements and see each other once more before we 
break for the holiday.  More information on this will follow. 
 

• 17th July is an INSET day.  School was supposed to be closed for staff training on the 22nd 
June, but for the same reasons that we have stayed open throughout every holiday and 
bank holiday since 23rd March, we did not feel that it was appropriate or helpful for us to 
close the school on the 22nd.  That INSET day has now been rescheduled for the 17th July, 
which means the last day of the summer term for all children will be Thursday 16th July. 
  



 

 

• We will be closing for the summer holiday.  After 21 weeks of continuous operation in very 
challenging circumstances, it is essential that our school closes for a period in order to 
recharge, regroup and prepare for what is almost certainly going to be another 
unconventional academic year starting in September.  We will be closing to everyone, 
including the children of key workers. 
 

The potential beginning of next academic year 
 

• We’re planning for everyone to be coming back.  Although there is certainly a chance that 
this will not be possible immediately, we feel it is prudent to work towards the ambition that 
every child is able to come back to school starting on September 7th (the 3rd and 4th are 
INSET days).  Obviously if circumstances, evidence or guidance changes, we will review this 
plan and inform you.  As always, we will, and are, making all decisions with the safety and 
well-being of our whole community in mind. 
 

• We’re implementing a three week transition period.  Given the length of time our children 
have had away from school (in particular our Years 2, 3, 4 and 5), we feel that the best way 
of smoothly beginning the new academic year and giving everyone some peace of mind 
over the summer break is to continue initially as we are in this current academic year.  For 
example, if your child is in London class in Year 3 now, then when they return to school in 
September they will continue to be in London class in Year 3, with the same classroom, 
same class teacher (with the exception of Mrs Price) and same other supporting adults.  
This will be for a three week transition period where we can welcome the children back 
into familiar settings and routines, assess potential gaps in curricular knowledge, re-
acquaint ourselves with school life and begin transition work that will prepare us to move 
up into our new year groups. 
 

• There is a newly announced INSET day on Friday 25th September.  On this day we will be 
managing administration, moving classrooms and preparing for the official start of our new 
academic year.  When your child returns to school on Monday 28th September, they will 
move to their new classes and year group. 

 
Current issues 

 
• Help your child be prepared for the weather.  In this hot weather we are still having some 

children arrive at school without having had sun cream applied, without sun hats and 
without water bottles.   We cannot share water bottles and children need to rehydrate, so 
please can you ensure they arrive properly prepared for the day. 
 

• PE Kits.   There are some PE kits that have been left behind in children’s lockers – particularly 
in Year 1 and 2, but there are some across the school.  If your child still has equipment left in 
their locker please could you contact the school and arrange a time to come in and 
collect so that we are not left with festering PE kits in school over summer… thank you! 

 
As with the rest of our Chronicle updates, this represents the best information we have at the 
current time – I hope it is useful and will help you to feel a little more informed about our intentions 
and plans for the short to medium term. 
 
With my best wishes, 
 
Jeremy 
Principal 
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‘Bubbles’ Attendance Calendar 
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

22nd June 
Red 

23rd June 
Blue 

24th June 
Green 

25th June 
Red 

26th June 
Blue 

29th June 
Green 

30th June 
Red 

1st July 
Blue 

2nd July 
Green 

3rd July 
Red 

6th July 
Blue 

7th July 
Green 

8th July 
Red 

9th July 
Blue 

10th July 
Green 

13th July 
Red 

14th July 
Blue 

15th July 
Green 

16th July 
Red 

17th July 
INSET 

 
 

End of Summer Term 2019-20 
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