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6th June 2020

Dear Parents/ Carers,
The Coronavirus Comeback #1

Following my Chronicles to the whole community on Thursday, I am writing today to give you
more detailed information regarding our planning for your children to come back to school. At
the outset, I want to make clear to you that it is not compulsory for any child to return to school if
you do not wish for this to happen. There will be no penalties for non-attendance and I want to
emphasise that there is no ‘right’ decision. Some families will feel that bringing their child back is
what will work for them and some may not. We will support you all.
A lot of thought, research, evaluation and planning has gone into the development of this plan
and I would like to reassure you that we would not be bringing children back to school if we did
not feel confident that we had measures in place to satisfactorily manage the risk while keeping
both children and adults as safe as possible. We waited and planned for a week and a half
beyond the Prime Minister’s official starting date because our community’s welfare is our most
important consideration. I do know, from discussions with other headteacher colleagues who
have already invited children back, that although the return to school was a different experience
for children and families, those who have returned have universally loved the experience of being
back, seeing their friends and learning together.
Children adapt much more quickly and successfully than perhaps we adults do, and new rules,
physical environments and routines will become second nature to them quickly. I do encourage
you to consider sending your children in – they will be well looked after. The rest of this letter
should, I hope, give you the key pieces of information you need to prepare your child and help
their return to be a success. The rotas, class bubble lists and dates are all at the end of this letter
so you can work out which days your child is allowed to come into school.
•

Be positive! Although you may be keen for your child to return to school, you may also
have some understandable anxieties or worries at this stage. Do not share these with your
child! What they need from you is a positive message that it’s really exciting they are going
back to see some of their friends, and they’re going to have a great time and you can’t
wait to hear all about it from them. You need to be a ‘swan’ for them – serene above the
surface even if your legs are paddling frantically out of sight...!

•

Wear school uniform. Children should wear school summer uniform. Ties are not necessary
and if the weather is warm neither are jumpers. In cold or wet weather please wear coats
and if it’s a hot day, please ensure your child has long lasting suncream applied before
they arrive at school and a hat, because we will be using outside spaces as much as we
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can. They do not need to bring anything additional with them to school, please. Please
make sure their school uniform is washed at the end of every day they attend school.
•

Bring a packed lunch. Same rules as normal for this, please. We are a nut free school so
nothing containing nuts. Healthy snacks and drinks, please. As much as possible, please
ensure that your child will be able to open and access the packaging for the food
themselves.

•

Your child will always be with the same group of children. To minimise mixing and keep
children and adults as safe as possible, each class has been divided into three ‘bubbles’ –
a blue group, a red group and a green group. Teachers have put these groups together
and tried as best they can to be mindful of friendships, group dynamics and balancing
needs. I am afraid that it is not possible for your child to swap bubbles. The group lists are
on the bottom of this letter.

•

Start and finish times for the school day are slightly different. Your child should arrive at
school between 8:30am and 8:40am. You will need to pick them up at 2.50pm.

•

Your child will enter and leave school from their own entrance. You should drop off and
collect your child from the usual gate along the side pathway of school. Please travel in
one direction from the car park entrance, past the hall and then down the driveway.

•

Only one adult to accompany your child to school. To reduce the amount of people on or
around our site, only one adult should accompany your child to school and pick them up.
Please be mindful of keeping 2m distance from all other adults you see, and stay outside
the red hatching marks at the gates so that we can ensure social distancing for the adults
working in school as well.

•

Hand washing and hygiene. As children arrive at school they will receive anti-bacterial
hand gel (unless there is a medical reason for them not to do so). When they enter their
classroom they will wash their hands and they will be reminded to throughout the day
cleaning of surfaces, handles and equipment will continue. Notices around the classroom
and demonstrations by adults will remind children about hygiene, social distancing and
face touching.

•

Moisturiser/ handcream. If you are concerned about your child’s hands given the amount
of handwashing they will be doing, you could provide them with some moisturiser or
handcream. The pot/bottle must be clearly labelled with their name and kept with them
at all times. Children will not be able to share handcream.

•

Pencils and stationary. We will provide every child with their own pencil, pen, rubber and
exercise book that will be stored safely and only be used by them. You do not need to
send your child in with any additional equipment.

•

Breaktimes and Lunchtimes. Each class will have three breaktimes during the day. Packed
lunches will be eaten within the classrooms, and every class has an identified outdoor play
space that is exclusive to them.

•

Who will be teaching my child? We are continuing to run the Virtual School in pretty much
the same way because the majority of our school community will always be at home.
Teachers are going to be continuing to deliver this learning from home, over email,
however they will also be appearing virtually in the classroom to talk with and connect with
your children at some point each day. Teaching Assistants will be working in the classrooms
with your children to help them access the work the teachers are setting. It will be the
same adults working with your children when they are in school. This is very similar to how
we have been running the provision of education for key workers and vulnerable children
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and it has worked very well. Your child’s adults in Dolphins will be Mrs Chadd and Mrs Lees
and for Seals it will be Miss Woodvine and Mrs Macdonald.
•

Absence phone calls. We have to record and report on school attendance and now that
school is opening up more widely, if it is a day when your child is due to attend in their
nominated bubble, we will need to follow up on missing children who do not come in. If
your child is unwell, or if you keep them at home by choice, please could you call into
school (as you did in the olden days) to report the reason for their absence.

•

It’s another period of change. Things may not run smoothly. Particularly for years R, 1 and
6, I’m sure you understand that this is a busy time with lots of adaptations. As a result, the
home learning, phone calls or other routines may be a little less slick for the early part of
next week. Please bear with us while we all settle and adjust into whatever the next ‘new
normal’ becomes.

•

What if my child needs First Aid? Our care, attention and oversight for your children will not
change. We will look after them! We have supplies of PPE in school and face masks and
gloves may be worn by adults in some situations, but we’ve got some funky child friendly
face masks with colourful and cartoony designs.

•

What happens if my child clings to my leg and cries when we arrive for the first time? We
have snipers positioned at strategic locations around the school… Joke!!! Seriously, we
know that this is a possibility and we will need to work together. Your outward positivity and
excitement about your child coming into school is the best preparation you can do. Keep
any anxieties you may have well hidden inside. If this happens we will stay calm and we
will work it out together, patiently and responsively to individual circumstances. If your child
is nervous or anxious, the other important thing you can do to help us is to leave the school
quickly and without fuss as soon as they have been handed over. It is a universal truth that
the parent/carer’s presence fuels the emotional response of a child (because they love
you, obvs), and within minutes of you leaving, children become calm and it is like nothing
has happened. We know it can be hard, but if you are asked to just walk away then
please do and we will call you to reassure you soon afterwards that everything is fine.

•

What happens if a child becomes unwell in school? First aiders are spread around the
school and they will look after your child. In the event that a child develops any potential
symptoms while they are in school, they will be taken to a different area of the school and
supervised while you are called and asked to come and collect them. Your cooperation
and swift response in this situation will be much appreciated. Depending on the
circumstances, we will be able to advise on what the next course of action should be.
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•

What if my child says they are unwell before they come to school? In normal times, we
would generally advise that you bring your child into school because often they magically
get better once they are in the classroom, however, these are not normal times! If your
child complains of feeling unwell then you must not bring them into school. You should
isolate at home and see how things develop. Symptoms of Covid-19 include a
temperature, a dry, continuous cough or a loss of taste or smell. Less common symptoms
include aches and pains, a sore throat, diarrhoea, conjunctivitis, a headache or a sore
throat. If your child, you, or any member of your family begins to display any of these
symptoms, you should all begin self-isolation and ensure you immediately book a test to
identify if you have Coronavirus. You should also ensure that you phone us to keep us up to
date with your situation. You can arrange for a test by following this link:
https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test

•

Safe. Clean. Careful. These are the three words that are the new Golden Rules in school.
Safe = Keep 2m distance from other people. Clean = Wash your hands regularly. Careful =
Catch sneezes in your elbow or a tissue and try not to touch your face. Please discuss this
with your child before they come to school. We have produced a booklet with pictures
and simple explanations that should help your child to prepare for coming into school and
this booklet is one of the attachments sent out with this information pack. Please use it!

•

New behaviour contract. You will appreciate that life is very different at the moment. We
all have a responsibility to keep everyone safe and our behaviour and choices must show
that at all times. We know that children make mistakes and we will continue to
accommodate, support, nurture and educate them, however our thresholds for antisocial
behaviour, ignoring instructions or making other people feel unsafe will, by necessity, be
quite strict and children who do not follow these rules will have the opportunity to attend
school removed. Please review the attached behaviour contract with your child, discuss it
and be clear about your expectations. If your child is going to be attending school again
we need you both to sign the contract and return it to us when you arrive. Printed copies
are available in the school office should you need one.

•

Movement around the school site. Please respect the social distancing rules. Stay 2m
away from everyone else and please do not hang around on the school site chatting with
other people although we know this will be a strong temptation. Arrive, drop your child off
and leave. If you are coming up the driveway, there is a one way circulation in operation –
keep to the left at all times. If you are dropping your children into Early Years (Dolphins or
Seals) please enter the alleyway from the Spurgeon Road end (near Tescos) and then walk
onwards round the hall and past the war memorial to leave our site down the driveway.

Thank you for wading through the information. We hope that it reassures you that we have put a
lot of thought into how this will work and that your children will be safe, happy and well looked
after. We’re very much looking forward to welcoming this small group of children back as we
cautiously open our school up to the community a little more.
With my best wishes,
Jeremy
Principal
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‘Bubbles’ for Reception
(although all children are in bubbles, please help your child understand that not everyone may
attend school)
Dolphins

Seals

Blue
Bubble

Libby Allen
Kaya Atie
Gracie Crawford
Kacper Gorowski
Owen Melaniphy
Harvey Croydon
Jack Hampton
Arthur Brantingham

Lara Hancock
Layla Hancock
Lola Hancock
Freya Tovey
Alice Gillespie
Erin Perkins
Harriet Dunn
Harry Stalker
Oreias Wylam
Oliver Heasman

Green
Bubble

Elsie Wade
Marika Smuga
Sophia Simpson
Vedika Bakshi
Amayah Skinner
Nikodem Laska
Keiran Hopkins
Finley Cartlidge
Logan Neale
Charlie Mair

Amy Shepherd
Millie Reeves
Maddie Waite
Arons Zailts
Masato Walker
Jake Stacey
Jack Rickett
Maya Smith

Red
Bubble

Brooke Treadwell
Rose Lapham
Grace John
Isabella Gorbunova
Lara Wood
Lily Rogers
Youssef Beraou
Theo Thompson
Lucas Anwar
Martha Ivaldi

Freya FR
Molly Samtani
Tala- Rose
Elliot Read
Tiago Gil
Jayden Montgomary
Max Wilson - Roberts
Jameson Harris
Lorenzo Jackson
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‘Bubbles’ Attendance Calendar
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

8th June

9th June

10th June
Blue

11th June
Green

12th June
Red

15th June
Blue

16th June
Green

17th June
Red

18th June
Blue

19th June
Green

22nd June
Red

23rd June
Blue

24th June
Green

25th June
Red

26th June
Blue

29th June
Green

30th June
Red

1st July

2nd July

3rd July

