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9th September 2020 
Dear Parents/ Carers, 
 

The Coronavirus Comeback #5 
 
This update is just quickly to share the outcomes and learning of our first three days back together.  
The headline is simple – it’s been brilliant!  Children have been settled, calm and are adjusting well 
to the new normal.  We of course still have tweaks, adjustments and more ‘training’ to complete, 
but the atmosphere in school is wonderful, we’re learning and it’s soooo lovely to see so many 
friendly faces again passing through the orbit of the school at the start and end of the day.  There 
are just a few updates and requests that I would ask you to take note of below to help us 
continue to improve our practice and ensure we are all keeping each other as safe as possible. 
 

• Be on time, not early (or late!).  Staggered start and pick up times only work if people 
adhere to the timings.  There are quite a few people who do not start their school day until 
8.45am, for example, who are on the site at 8.30am or before.  It’s really important that we 
do as little ‘hanging around’ on the school grounds as possible, so PLEASE time your arrival 
so that you hit your ten minute window for the start of the day, and likewise please don’t 
arrive too early for pick up at the end of the day.  We understand that there are some 
families with siblings who will need to wait and we encourage you to take an extra walk 
around the school site or be socially distanced on the playground to manage this situation. 
 

• Try not to make drop off/ pick up a social occasion.  We get it.  We’ve been distanced, 
separated and isolated for so long it is glorious to have a chance to catch up, laugh and 
engage with friends.  Please try not to do this on the school site – arrive, drop off (or pick 
up) and move on.  We are really keen to try and keep everything moving and prevent 
static groups of people who then begin to cause blockages to the continual movement of 
people through our site. 
  

• Adults wearing masks may be a good idea.  At pick up and drop off there are many more 
people on site.  Social distancing is our best defence against the virus, but it may be 
prudent for adults picking their children up to wear masks while on the school site.  We’re 
not saying you have to at the moment, but we are giving you that choice and perhaps 
saying that we would encourage you to do so. 
 

• Parking wardens.  In consultation with BCP officers, the parking warden team will be 
making a number of unannounced visits to our site to address some poor and dangerous 
parking.   Please be aware that they are coming, and even better if you are not one of the 
people who makes these sometimes selfish and potentially dangerous vehicular choices. 
 



 

 

• Patience and cooperation are virtues.  With a one way system and new arrival and 
dismissal organisation, we are going to have to sometimes wait a bit longer, move out of 
someone’s way, keep a pathway clear or do other actions that may mildly inconvenience 
us.  We are such a fantastic community that I am sure this will not be a problem for anyone. 
 

Brief updates and recaps from the last newsletter (because it was 6 pages and that’s a lot!).  
These are very brief notes – for more detailed info please refer to the last Chronicles#4: 

 
• Packed lunches.  Children need a packed lunch.  You can order one or supply it yourself.  

Simple packaging, healthy and no nuts, please. 
 

• PE Kit.  Children only bring in PE Kit on one day – listed below.  Otherwise, wear black 
trainers to school or have a pair of trainers in their bag. 
 

Year Group Date 
Reception Wednesday 9th 

Year 1 Tuesday 15th  
Year 2 Thursday 10th 
Year 3 Wednesday 16th 
Year 4 Friday 11th  
Year 5 Thursday 17th  

 
• Coats.  All children need them.  Warm and waterproof.  For outside and inside if it’s cold 

and we have the windows open. 
 

• Illness.  If your child has a persistant cough, a temperature above 37.8 degrees or a 
change in their sense of taste or smell, do not send them into school.  Call us and we’ll 
discuss what happens next.   
 

• Uniform.  If you haven’t been able to source all the uniform, please do your best to match 
as close as possible for the time being.  The PSA are running a ‘nearly new’ sale next 
Monday 14th September.  News on this to follow shortly… 
 

• Scooters and Bikes.  You can use them to come to school, but they can’t be left on site, 
sorry.  We don’t have enough storage to keep bubbles apart for this. 

 
It has been an incredibly positive start to the new academic year, thank you all for your 
contributions and support.  I have to say that tonight’s Government press conference, information 
I am gathering from wider sources and some local news from my headteacher networks 
reinforces to me that the coming weeks and months may present some challenges.  We will 
address these potential challenges (if they come) together, openly and in cooperation I am sure.  
I will do my best to remain open, honest and proportionate with you as we continue to live with 
the pandemic and we will do all we can to maintain learning, stay safe, foster deeper community 
responsibility and adapt our ways of life accordingly.  We are Team St. James’, after all.  Love, 
Hope and Forgiveness. 
 
Thank you, as always, for your support, love and cooperation.  All I know is that we’re in this 
together and it remains the case that we take everything one step at a time.  With a smile on our 
faces.  A bit of humour.  Compassion.  A total focus on the children.  Humanity. 
 
With my best wishes, 
 
Jeremy 
Principal  


