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18th September 2020

Dear Parents/ Carers,
The Coronavirus Chronicles #23

We’re two weeks in and life in school is settling more and more each day. We are making
constant adjustments to our practice in response to lessons learned and the children are making
good choices and behaving as though school life was ever thus. Here’s the current picture as we
see it and some updates that we hope are useful to you:
•

Covid Testing, and getting a test, is a huge issue for us. I will not attempt to mask my
exasperation and frustration at the current consequences of the inadequate Covid testing
system. I have written to Tobias Ellwood to share these frustrations and also spoken with him
on the phone. I have also been in contact with lead officers from BCP who share our
frustrations. I shared how dis-spiriting it was that we have put in such work, focus and
energy to ensure our school was in the best place possible to welcome the whole
community back, and yet a rapid response testing system which was blindingly obviously
going to be essential to support such a national return is nowhere on the horizon. It is
essential that if you or anyone in your family exhibits any of the three symptoms of
Coronavirus:
o
o
o

a new, persistent cough
a raised temperature of above 37.8 degrees
a loss of taste or smell

your whole family should self-isolate immediately and try to book a test for the individual
who is displaying symptoms. You have been doing this and keeping us well informed and
we are grateful to all those who have complied with the rules, however we completely
understand how hard it has been to access a test. There have been many cases where
people have had to stay in isolation for much longer than necessary simply because the
tests aren’t available. We understand the knock-on impacts that this can cause and are
very sympathetic, however we have to insist that until a test has been completed and
results received or the 14 day isolation (without further symptoms) is over, we cannot
accept children back into school. If you have informed the office that your child is isolating
because of possible Covid, PLEASE ensure you call the school the day before they return so
that we can confirm they are clear to come back.
In terms of the management of the organisation of the school, we believe the
inadequacies in the testing program are the single biggest risk to our ability to keep the
school open for everyone. All the staff in school are under the same obligations as you to
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isolate if symptomatic, or if they have been a contact of someone who tests positive. It
does not take too much of a leap of the imagination to understand the implications if we
reach a critical mass of adults within any area of the school who have to isolate without a
swift test response. We have put many additional measures in place over the last week to
further compartmentalise interactions between adults and are totally focussed on staying
open for everyone, however the risk of being forced into partial or full closures as a result of
the absence of swift testing during staff isolation is real, particularly with the presence of the
virus on the rise. Please be assured that we are doing all we can to prevent this and we will
keep you fully informed.
•

Should you send your child into school? Here’s a handy little graphic that could help you
with that question:
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•

Contact with class teachers. There is far less flexibility within school for teachers to move
around or for the range of adults to supervise your children, which has had knock on
implications. Adults are restricted to even less areas of the school and in many cases take
their breaks or lunchtimes with the children. Additionally, it is harder to have passing
conversations with you as parents because we are all trying to keep our distance and we
are asking you to vacate the site quickly if you can. If you need to speak with your child’s
class teacher, please contact the office to leave a message and we will try to set up a
Teams call with you – we have reduced the number of people who can use the phones in
school as they are a key ‘touch point’. Please consider whether the meeting is really
necessary as the adults in school have a lot of extra work on their plates at the moment,
however we are always happy to arrange an opportunity to discuss concerns or questions
you may have.

•

Staff Car Park. If you arrive or pick up in the staff car park area, please ensure your children
stay with you and do not play around the cars. Also, please do not park in or use the
entrance to turn your car around – it should be fairly obvious that there are children around
and it is not a safe place to manoeuvre a vehicle.

•

Reading books. We have had six months away and are trying, with limitations on how we
interact with children, to carry out a lot of informal assessment to understand what stage
each child’s learning has reached. It is taking us a while to complete this with regard to
reading, and we know that some children have brought home books that are either too
easy or hard. We’re grateful to those of you who have let us know, but can I also ask for
your understanding while we work our way through these assessments. On the flip side –
big props to all the fantastic reading work that has clearly been going on during home
learning lock down. Thank you!

I read a quote this week about ‘perfect imperfections’. It was an acknowledgment about life,
humanity and our experiences. We strive for perfect, but in reality it is the nuances, the
differences and the way we face challenges that carve us into the people and organisations we
are. I see us as a perfectly imperfect community – perhaps even more so as we learn and adapt
to such changeable circumstances. Thank you for being so helpful, positive, understanding and
collaborative as we do the best we can to be perfect in imperfect times.
Best wishes,
Jeremy
Principal
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