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31st October 2020

Dear Parents/ Carers,
The Coronavirus Comeback #10

Well, what an absolute wash out that half term holiday has been!! As the world around us
continues to change and challenge us I am writing to (I hope!) provide you with some clarity and
reassurance that whatever may be going on politically, epidemiologically or socially, we have
clear plans that we believe put St. James’ in a good place to enable us to continue the learning
journey for all of our community in whatever circumstances we may find ourselves. (Of course,
that may all change after 5pm this afternoon…)
Firstly, and most importantly, I’d like to remind everyone that we are now requiring any adult who
comes onto the school site to WEAR A FACEMASK, please (unless you have specific medical
reasons not to wear one). Cases in BCP are rising quickly and we must all act as a community to
keep each other safe. Face masks are a kindness to others – making transmission from you to
them less likely. They are not a personal choice about whether or not you want to expose yourself
to risk. Please accommodate this request, thank you.
I’d like to publicly thank all my colleagues for the incredible work that they have been putting into
maintaining a happy, thriving and safe environment for all children to learn during these very
challenging times. I know they have also been buoyed by the support and kind messages from
many of you appreciating their endeavours, and I thank you also for taking the time to do so.
Before half term you received an update from me regarding the various online learning platforms
that we are currently signed up to. Your child should also have brought home a little pack
containing their logins and passwords to these sites – keep them safe, use them at your own
discretion and teachers will also be setting work to be done at times using these sites themselves.
Today I am sharing the information for how to access our Remote Learning provision, should you
need to. What we begin with will evolve and improve over time as we settle in and learn how to
make things better, but what I am about to explain and the instructions in the attached files
should ensure that if your child has to isolate individually, as part of a wider group or as a whole
year group, they will be able to access the same learning and resources as any of those children
who are remaining at school.
One real positive of our Remote Learning is that even if your child is attending school full time, you
will still be able to access the planning, resources and support to explore what they have been
learning in class. So – if your child comes home and explains that they have been having real
difficulty understanding something in Maths today, you will be able to access the information and
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resources we have been using and possibly provide that little bit of additional support. That’s a bit
of a win, isn’t it!
It works like this… each week, teachers plan and prepare for what the children will be learning the
following week. We have developed a planning format that divides each day into four sections
(split around two breaks and a lunchtime). Currently, children receive English, Maths, Reading
and an additional subject’s learning each day.
If your child logs in to their Microsoft Teams account (something they are familiar with from the
previous lockdown experience…) the teacher’s planning is set as an ‘assignment’ and is
uploaded during the weekend in advance of the week to come. The planning is in the format of
a timetable, which is loaded with hyperlinks to take you to resources, videos, worksheets,
presentations and much more that will support you and your child to understand the tasks and
access the learning, just as it is delivered in school. You are also able to submit work back to the
teacher for feedback and further support. The detailed instructions for this are in the additional
guidance attached to this parentmail (it’s got pictures too, so much more exciting than these
words).
Each child’s email address/login username is slightly different to how it was before – because
they’re all in different year groups now. So, the format for everyone’s email address is as follows:
pupil.firstnamesurnameinitial@stjamescebournemouth.com
so, my login username would be:
pupil.jeremyp@stjamescebournemouth.com
All passwords remain the same as they were before. If you have any problems accessing your
accounts, please contact school and we will get you sorted pronto.
As we move forward, we hope to include live links into classrooms for learning, recorded content
and more. Whatever happens, we hope and believe that we have built a process that can be
adapted to fit many different scenarios whilst also preventing teachers from having to duplicate
work or grind themselves into the ground - because we have to think of everyone’s wellbeing at
these times if we are to get through this and remain effective.
As always, this is a new system and so we may have to tweak or amend elements of it to try and
make it slick and efficient. Thank you for your patience while we do this. We’re back in one step
at a time territory and you and I and all of the community will, I am sure, work together to make a
success of this, whatever obstacles we encounter. Enjoy the final day of the weekend and I can’t
wait to see you back on Monday. Face masked up, of course…
With my best wishes,
Jeremy
Principal

