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25th September 2020 
Dear Parents/ Carers, 
 

The Coronavirus Comeback #7 
 
Sound the klaxon – the new academic year is coming!!  We’re gearing up to kick off what is likely 
to be another exciting and unpredictable journey in education and today the school is a socially 
distanced hive of activity as we get classrooms ready, update all the electronic systems and 
generally adjust to everyone being one year older!  In preparation for Monday, I just wanted to 
highlight a few updates and reiterate some earlier messaging as we continue to find our way 
forwards in ways that will best protect our community from the increasing cases and transmission 
of the virus.   
 

• Be on time, not early (or late!).  Staggered start and pick up times only work if people 
adhere to the timings.  There are quite a few people who do not start their school day until 
8.45am, for example, who are on the site at 8.30am or before.  This is particularly evident 
among the older children who congregate on the playground without parents and are 
finding it hard to socially distance etc.  It’s really important that we do as little ‘hanging 
around’ on the school grounds as possible, so PLEASE time your arrival so that you hit your 
ten minute window for the start of the day, and likewise please don’t arrive too early for 
pick up at the end of the day.   
 

• Siblings.  We’re working on a solution that allows all siblings to arrive and leave at the same 
time, but at the end of the day there are some logistics that are still a little tricky.  Please 
bear with us.. 
  

• Adults wearing masks IS a good idea.  At pick up and drop off there are many more 
people on site.  Social distancing is our best defence against the virus, but we would now 
like to ask all adults dropping off or picking up to wear a mask while at school.  For those 
who may question this decision, wearing a mask is about protecting others, not yourself, so 
it is not a choice that we can make with the excuse ‘I’ll take the risk’.  For the good of the 
community, please support us with this request.  However, if you are someone who has a 
medical reason not to wear a mask, we understand and everyone else will too – the ‘be 
kind’ mantra applies here! 
 

• COATS!!  We have now experienced both colder temperatures and also rainy breaktimes.  
It is essential that every child brings a warm, waterproof coat into school so that they can 
keep themselves dry when outside, but also that they could wear the coat indoors if they 
need to keep a bit warmer in our ventilated classrooms. 
 



 

 

• New pick up and drop off times.  But not…  To reduce confusion and prevent more 
timetabling challenges for families, we have decided that year groups will ‘carry forward’ 
their drop off and pick up times and keep the same slots, although some year groups will 
now be using a new entrance or exit.  The social stories we sent out on Wednesday give 
you this same information with photos of the physical spaces.  The timings relate to your 
child’s NEW YEAR GROUP, and are as follows: 
 

Year Group Start Time Drop Off Location Finish Time Pick Up Location 
Reception 

8:45 – 8:55 

Spurgeon Road pathway 

3:10pm  

Spurgeon Road pathway 
Year 2 Staff Car Park Staff Car Park 
Year 4 Front of school driveway War memorial 
Year 6 Year 6 Steps Year 6 steps 
Year 1 

8:30 – 8:40 
Staff Car Park 

3pm 
Staff Car Park 

Year 3 Spurgeon Road pathway War memorial 
Year 5 Front of school driveway Front of school driveway 

 
• PE Days.  We are going to continue to have PE and Wellbeing days for every year group 

once every fortnight.  Other PE/Games will continue however children will be able to do 
this in their uniforms.  On the dates indicated below, please can your child come to school 
in their PE kit (making sure they are wearing a tracksuit if it is cold). 

 

 

Year R 
Dolphins 

and Seals 

Year 1 
Otters and 

Turtles 

Year 2 
Sharks and 
Stingrays 

Year 3 
London 

and Paris 

Year 4 
Madrid 

and Rome 

Year 5 
Beijing and 
Washington 

Year 6 
Bogota 

and 
Santiago 

Monday Tuesday 
 

Wednesday 
 

Thursday 
 

Friday 

 29th September 30th September 1 Oct 2 Oct 

5 Oct 6 Oct 7 Oct 8 Oct 9 Oct 
*individual photos – 
children to come 
into school in their 
uniform and bring PE 
kit to change into 

12 Oct 13 Oct 14 Oct 15 Oct 16 Oct 

19 Oct 20 Oct 21 Oct 22 Oct 23 Oct 

26 
HALF TERM 

27 
HALF TERM 

28 
HALF TERM 

29 
HALF TERM 

30 
HALF TERM 
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• Missing reading books.  We are missing quite a lot of our reading books from the ‘Rising 
Stars Reading Planet’ series that were sent home (mainly with last year’s Year R and 1 
children) at the start of the lockdown.  Please could you double check at home and return 
these books to school with your child if you have any. 
 

• Illness.  If your child has a persistent cough, a temperature above 37.8 degrees or a 
change in their sense of taste or smell, do not send them into school.  Call us and we’ll 
discuss what happens next.   
 

• Uniform.  If you haven’t been able to source all the uniform, please do your best to match 
as close as possible for the time being.  Stevensons being closed is not helping, we know, 
but please make sure you are as closely aligned as possible with any substitute clothes you 
have to use – particularly shoes – black trainers only.  Please. 
 

• Scooters and Bikes.  You can use them to come to school, but they can’t be left on site, 
sorry.  We don’t have enough storage to keep bubbles apart for this. 
 

• Individual portrait photos.  On October 9th all children will be having their photo taken for 
our school records and for you to purchase for the family archive.  It’s Year 2’s PE day but 
on that day we are asking them to come in in uniform and bring PE kit to change into.  Let’s 
have polished shoes, neat hair, school jumpers on everyone and bright white smiles, please! 
 

• Remote learning.  We have been hard at work building a system that includes learning from 
our Virtual School experience and is growing in capacity so that we are in a strong position 
to support learning from home if children have to isolate.  There will be an information pack 
coming home to help you access this in the near future and we will continue to develop 
the system to respond to feedback and experience through the year.  
 

• One way system around site.  Please remember that we are operating a one way system 
walking around the site – come in from the Spurgeon Road pathway or Kings Park steps 
and walk out down the driveway – or come up the driveway on the left and turn around 
and walk down on the left.  Thank you! 

 
This year is going to be a balancing act between the head and heart.  We need to make 
practical decisions for safety, but show compassion and empathy for each other.  It’s a tightrope 
to walk, and thank you as always for being reliably there with your understanding and support. 
 
With my best wishes, 
Jeremy 
Principal  


