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24th October 2020

Dear Parents/ Carers,
The Coronavirus Comeback #9

So we have made it through the first half of our Autumn term and so far we have yet to register a
positive case within school. Clearly there is an element of luck and good fortune in this, however I
also think that this must have been supported by both the systems and cleaning regimes we have
in school, the excellent compliance of both children and adults and the honest and principled
way in which all our families have followed guidance about symptoms, isolation, testing and
keeping us informed. Thank you for the part you have played in this. We still have a long way to
go, I think, but by working together we can continue to keep our community as safe as possible.
This update contains some key messages that we think it is worth flagging for you to bear in mind
over the half term break, which we hope is full of fun, laughter and love for all of you.
•

Isolation guidance. Public Health England have asked us to reiterate that if you are in
isolation, it is not just for a school/working day. Isolating family members have to stay at
home and you cannot travel, except for hospital treatment that is prearranged. You must
isolate for the appropriate period of time (14 days if you have been on contact with a
positive case, 10 days if you are the positive case) and you should also inform the school –
over the holiday please email office@stjamescebournemouth.com. Equally, if you are
contacted by Test&Trace you should tell us and let us know what isolation duration you
have been given.

•

Halloween. As a church school we do not mark Halloween, however we know that people
within our community do. Again, we have been asked to pass on the following guidance.
Hallowe’en cannot be “celebrated” outside of people’s family units within the rule of 6.
Clearly visiting people’s houses can be unsafe at the best of times, but this year it would be
unwelcome and could be scary for people isolated and poorly. The more people socialise
or mix outside of their school bubble, the more risk they bring back into schools. All of us
want pupils to be able to attend as much as possible; we need support from all pupils and
families for that and we are grateful for it. A poster from Dorset Police emphasising this
guidance is attached to the end of this newsletter.

•

Travel overseas over the holiday. Guidance on travel has become more and more limited
in where it is safe to travel. It is housed on the FCO website and is also implied in some local
lockdowns. If you are planning to go abroad there are only a small number of places that
one can visit and not quarantine. Of the countries not covered by exemption, Italy was
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recently removed and Sweden is the other thought to be at risk. Rates of the disease in
Europe can be accessed here.
•

Travel in the UK during the holiday. Whilst Tier 3 restrictions in England are not all in
legislation, travel into these areas is meant to be limited to essential reasons and people
from there cannot stay overnight. Rates there are much higher than here and much of the
leisure and hospitality will be closed in NW England and South Yorkshire by half term. In
Wales, non-essential travel is effectively banned during half term and into early November.
Scotland doesn’t currently have a travel ban, but there are restrictions in place that limit
shopping and leisure activities in the most populous areas. Finally, in Northern Ireland there
is a circuit breaker 2 week half term in place and very little leisure and hospitality is open.

•

If you have symptoms, are isolating or have received a positive test result… Please keep
the school informed by emailing office@stjamescebournemouth.com.

•

PE Days. The scheduled PE days for each year group for the next half term are at the end
of this letter – handily colour coded and ready for the fridge door….!

•

Face Masks on site. From the first day back after half term we are now making it a
condition of coming on site that all adults wear a face mask, please. This is to further keep
our whole community safe.

I said at the start of the academic year that this year is going to be a balancing act between the
head and heart. It is turning out to be exactly that. In school we are trying to walk a tightrope
between curriculum learning and maintaining our mental health as robustly as possible. Some
days this has been harder than others. I try to take advice about life from many places, and
being a teacher means that we have a wide palette to pick from. Today feels like a ‘Winnie the
Pooh’ day… ‘Promise me you’ll always remember: You’re braver than you believe, stronger than
you seem and smarter than you think.’
Please take care of each other during this half term holiday, be kind and think of others. People
can often be like swans – serene to look at while simultaneously paddling furiously underneath to
stay afloat. With Coronavirus this is increasingly true and our strength is both within ourselves but
also within our community. Always take time to listen to those around you and have a great half
term holiday. I look forward to seeing you all again in November.
With my best wishes,
Jeremy
Principal
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