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1st December 2020 
Dear Parents/ Carers, 
 

The Coronavirus Comeback #11 
 
It’s the start of December!!  How has that happened?  Little advent fairies, Christmas elves, sparkly 
lights, tinsel and all of the changes that mark the beginning of the run up to Christmas Day are 
upon us.  It wouldn’t be 2020 without me immediately adding in the caveat that ‘things are going 
to be a little different this Christmas’, but to be honest, we’ve said that so many times now that I 
think we’ve developed a resilience and attitude within our community that just rolls up our sleeves 
and gets stuck in to make the most of whatever opportunities there are.  St. James’ is awesome! 
 
This update is focussed primarily on the big news and activities that will lead us into our festive 
break – there’s plenty that we can do to celebrate that even though we may be apart, we can 
still be together and I’d like to thank the PSA for their support in particular with our Virtual Christmas 
Fayre and colleagues who are taking on challenges to encourage even more participation and 
guesstimating. 
 

• Goodbye, and thank you, to Mrs Allen.  I am delighted to share the news with you that Mrs 
Allen has recently been promoted to the position of Executive Deputy Headteacher of a 
Federation of 3 schools in Hampshire.  She will move on to her new employment at the end 
of this term.  Of course, for St. James’, this is sad news because Mrs Allen has been with us 
for 14 years and particularly as our Inclusion Leader has played a central role in many of 
your lives.  I’m sure some of you will wish to say your own thank you and goodbyes, as will 
we as a staff team, however on behalf of our community I’d like to acknowledge the value 
and growth that Mrs Allen has brought to the school, my colleagues and the children and 
wish her all the very best in her future career. 
  

• Virtual Parents’ Evening.  Last night we held our first Virtual Parents’ evening and broadly 
speaking it was very successful with some minor technical challenges.  Thank you to 
anyone who experienced a problem for your patience and understanding.  We will run our 
second evening on Thursday and then review and reflect on the overall experience.  Thank 
you to those parents who have already shared some constructive and positive feedback.  
Please make sure if you have booked an appointment that you have read the guidance I 
sent out in a Parentmail and that you are logged on and ready for the start of your 
appointment. 
 

• The Virtual Advent Calendar.  Today, in recognition of the fact that we are unable to all 
come together to share in our Christmas productions, we are launching the St. James’ 
Virtual Advent Calendar!!  Every night between now and Christmas Day, at 5pm precisely, 



 

 

a new section of our community will be revealed hiding behind the advent calendar door, 
ready to share something with you.  The films will be shared on the website and Facebook 
as usual.  Please come along and be a part of our festive countdown – we are trying as 
hard as we can to make sure every member of the community is included in some way. 
 

• Virtual Christmas Fayre.  When this was first suggested to me I couldn’t see how it could be 
achieved, but thanks to our magnificent PSA, today we have cut the ribbon (well, pushed 
the button) and our Virtual Christmas Fayre has gone live!!  You have between now and 
the 15th December to enter competitions (where adults are generally agreeing to do silly 
things), browse online stalls and generally join in the fun – please support this by getting 
your children involved and helping to raise additional funds to support our school’s 
development.  There’s a suggested donation of £3 to a paypal account, but you can 
donate more or less and still be involved as much as you like over the next two weeks!  Start 
exploring here: https://www.facebook.com/groups/stjamespsapage/?ref=share 
 

• Christmas Cards.  A number of people have asked about handing out Christmas Cards in 
school.  While we understand the desire to do this, and would love to agree, we have been 
very successful in keeping the virus contained within school and this would present an 
unnecessary risk – thank you for your understanding but we are, this year, having to say no 
to Christmas cards. 
 

• Keeping safe over Christmas.  I will give more guidance on this as we draw closer to the 
holiday and Public Health Dorset update our information, however the key thing to be 
aware of is that the most significant cause of the virus transmission is within families and 
within groups of friends who meet together outside their bubble.  As stated above, as a 
school we have been very successful in keeping the virus outside and this is, in large part, 
because we have strict procedures, cleaning, separation of bubbles and rapid response to 
risk where identified.  This is not always the same out in the community in our daily lives.  
Please remember to keep your distance, wash your hands and wear a mask when out and 
about.  If you have a suspected case of COVID in your family or are self-isolating, please 
alert the school immediately on our new email address – 
covid@stjamescebournemouth.com so that we can assess the situation and provide you 
with useful advice. 

 
There are just under three weeks left of this term and traditionally it’s a crazy and excitable time of 
year.  I’d like to thank all my colleagues who are working against exhaustion and anxiety to 
continue to deliver a wonderful experience at St. James’.  The sunshine may have given way to 
the sharper bite of winter mornings, but our hearts are still full of love and joy and nothing’s going 
to stop us now (as Starship once might have sung…). 
 
Ho ho ho.  Merry Christmas everyone! 
 
With my best wishes, 
 
Jeremy 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


